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eHAP. I. 

f* MHdiiever htcaS tiie boastful htro plluyti 

Virtue alooe has majesty in death ; 

And greater still, the more the tyrant frowns, 

YouNO* 

At the close of a desperate strog^e be- 
tween king Edmund^ snmamed Ironside 
from his extraordinary strength, and Car 
note, sovereign of Denmark, which caused 
a division of this kingdmn between them, 
Ethelbald, after encomatering the toils and 
fatigate of battle by the side of the formei^ 
returned to hig castle with a vie wof pas»ng 

TOL. I. M 



9 THE TOWERS OF RAV£NSWOU>. 

«.e «„.inae. of hU da,, in peace .ad 
tranquillity. 

It was called Ravenswold : situated in 
a ' Jjadst romantic rale in New Forest^ 
Hampshire, supported by all &at rudeness 
of scenery which rouses contemplation, 
and obli&:es us to confess nature in her ele- 
ment ; it commanded from the turrets in 
the front, over ffroy^s^of^oak, a view of 
that part of the channel, washing its own 
and tli9' sictitfc^que sfaoies of ihft;iile of 
Wight.^ 

Its dark and «wful towers frowned upon 
the'wuds beneath, and seemed to bid a 

s^carn d^^m^ ^^ ^ -gfwM^' 0f tie 
^ne where N^plim^ C|^k '^n^U^ritw to 
proclaim his sway. Jt fwas .^m^^ ^^ ft 
square ; at eaqh angk :tf<epe lofi^y turreto 
(P^oi»xnanding a vi^w OiV^rthe v^^'grO^ei^ 
oC ancient elm,; poki i&ri. mid yd^^ ipt the 
hack ground, with' o^et wtkHlimj om^ 
branching above tha ialtorkr. ' ! A ituf^nd^ 
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4m wall ^arfoiitt^d ' the ' owtle* • III Wat 
encompaissed hj a rery wide deep ^itelf^ 
over wiiieh wa» iHiwHim '» portoirflis ^ sttt^ 
pendoua dimeiisions; In short, a distant 
riew of this romantic pile li^as calculated 
to ifisJMre an iu(ve;at' its inag^ificence, and 
a reverence fdt^its lofty owner*^ { ^ ^ ^ 

The £arl had passed the meridiati' of 
life/ and was fast descending into ttie vale 
of years. His person was notwitlistan<i- 
ing^ still commandiiig ; he had a most*pe«* 
netrating eye, though gl-ey hairs flowed 
upon his temples } a colour was yet iappa^- 
retit : in his- chieeks, th<)agh the lines of 
deep experienbe wfeifcf interspersed around; 
he ' w*s* cour*igfe<ms, but vrithal austere, 
aiMl' ipclined tojealoaSy. He had fought 
nobly, from the time the*Mereians deposed 
fidv^y, iVi fAtbut* of Edgar, who \iras 
^Ttihd4^%\ier dS tfi«{pVesent king, .tldmtind 
Ironside, and from EdttittViV^ banikti^;h« 

' ' • r 
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liad jnstr retunieil^ • - ^ t, - • ». 



4 THE XOWJBRS OF ILATBNSWOLD. 

His approftcb trail hailedl by the ap- 
plaa^iag. Hhoote of. suofa of his vassals as 
di4 not attend laim to khefield,- and his 
forming charger, as be arrived at the 
gateSf (which were itiirown opeii at the 
soui^diag of .the hom^ :as. the dntw}>ridge 
lowered) tare, up the earth widi . pride^ 
seemingly conscious of having, safely re- 
stored to the bosom of the family his war- 
like mister. 

The virtuous consort of the veteran met 
bim in transport on the bridge ; their joy 
was .mutual. Her name was Guiiilda : 
riie was highly descended, possessed many 
accomplishments, and her facfe portrayed 
beauty in an advanced stage ; she was irl 
point of temper and manners a superior 
companion to her Lord. 

Gunilda was followed in ber con^ratu* 
lations by Adeliza, a young female ccm-r 
signed to the guardianship of ^tbelbaldi 
by her parents, then sleeping in the dusti 



Her father enjoyed vast possedsioM wfaflM' 
living) bat sorvived every branch tif his 
ofispring save the one in question , to 
' whom the inheritance now fell^ her 
mother had been dead senie years before* 
The father had ev^er b^en On the most 
noble footing with the B2arl» iahd fel( by 
his side, driving Canute to hid sships in the 
foregoing reign of Etiidred, having pre- 
▼ioinsly 4!gM:ha»ged directions of fmnd* 

'As Ad^hza consequently beconic* a 
prominent feature thi^ough tl^e glootiiy hb^ 
byrinths of our tale, it is necetfiary to be 
somewhat particular in the dermeation of 
her charfiCter, person, and features. 

Trained up under the auspices eJT On^ 
nilda, she had acquiri^ most of her per* 
fecttoos; possessing the highest senso^of 
honour and virtue, her chastity might in- 
deed be compared to Lucretia^s, before 
Tarquio stole with his infernal stride info 
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W tkvmhev. > H^ miod wm of that sa- 
ptf iOr Qbsi, though timidity did i^ot so. 
soon oTcarpower faert as it doe$ great pari 
ef her sex. io these days ; yet Were, her 
manners gentle as the dove'sj hw. teittper 
unrivalled, . and she had a hieart'tbat ex^i' 
panded with charity a^d Ued at the lilci 
of Mirow, whenever it Aiet hw ihir. 

Her form waA Mt of tthe taUf 9^ Atatora;- 
no? was she hy any inba^i&'jdnnin'iilivar 
figure ; but so beautiful was the symnu^^rjn 
of h#|fr4haile altogj^theri ^sculptnk^^ mi|;ht 
c99ftM« thatjn <her pi^rsoniits. pn^poriieii 
bad been QptdcHie. : 

Hei; hair was ^ j^b^autifid li^ht colour^ 
almost a flaxeq, forehe^. high, .^y^-brows: 
arc^4^ as if penciled for those of an an-^ 
gel» She had a^a eye of such a lovely pe<r 
€jailiai;ity and richness of. oxpiression^ sel-> 
dPO^'to be met vi^ith erep in the courts, •of. 
primcei; her nose wab prowinent and 
A^ly formed; on her tpsy *pwtin^ lipa 
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sat the dew, such as we I^ai-A d^eh ^ik the - 
lips of Hebe; her, chin was sftiafl and 
pleasiiigiy shaped. . Byefy embigUishtifeiit 
her face could reap itom tbe operations of 
her wonAy or faer figure frpm iier actiou and* 
gestures, were displayed in ft-'is^uperlati^txfl) 
degree. To con^xi&^^mnik dlltk^^ shiu* 
i»g quititids^ bdfh ^ ^ yiiad* and persM^ 
Aakt fkimni wlikih*' m oftM destroys 
heav^u^.brifhtcfeft wonk^ hadiiot di^jsemli-' 
Baulkd.itsQif. here^ Hoy vsalty •oolee- put) 
to the blush by hel- gikniti^eiiiey- and^de^i 
dined aitockiog faer >a|fditi.. . . ! . «: L> 

The £tol had. Ikeii 3|faa £aiiib:«C iwbl 
ohildreb/ iBUkida hiit.Aao^tet died wljieia) 
slie wad i6ifly:««pfati7ea»l.oli3^IaiidiAfo-i! 
VfmoA^ fab.^a^ fell ifttettle at4be>s^e6f 
tti^etelBSiv • • 

I After TeccStting titti> Twiom shouts ol 
joy at his return, and the ;etretn(my -id 
meeting Gmiildft; and Addiiza^]jded,4hey 
sidjoumed to theciistle/ : What are thef 
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tensatioiis Itiat airitse in the bosom of the 
yaliant, when having^ encouotered the 
perils of war^ in the protection of their 
country, they find themselves [^reserved 
where others have perished, and sorromid- 
ed and feasting with the very beings 
whose p^ce and safety they have secured. 
He who could withhold the meed of praise 
due to the returning hero, is unworthy the 
society of his fellow creatures ; his heart 
can only be the seat of spleen, and hia 
bosom the shelter of detraction* 

On their arrival in the great hdl, EtheU 
bald availed himself of the first moment 
to present to Gunilda, a youth who had 
saved his life when surrounded in the heat 
of the battle. His name was Florinmnd ; 
he bad no parents living to his knowledgre,. 
but had been an advtoturer In arms from 
his boyish ^ays. 

**1 was surrounded^'* says the veteran^. 
*' no power of my own could have saved 



me ; but this new phidiecl hero mSthQg in 
dispersed them/ and sheltered me when 
even hope was fled. I shall reward htm 
as he deserTeSy he sh^U be placed near my 
person, and now then wars are o^er reap in 
qniet the reward of his past services j— 
receive him therefore to yopr jg^ood €fpu 
nion. . t 

Gimilda surveyed him with adminttion; 
Florimund bowed. Adeliza, who during 
the speech of the JEIarl had fixed her eyes 
indirectly on the young- soldier, suddenly 
Vf^ithdrew them and sighed deeply. ' 

Florimundy who seemed to be better 
descended than his present situation led 
him to believe, was rather tall in stature, 
but exceedingly well formed; he had a 
commanding air and a peculiar grace in 
all bis actions. Though courage was 
native quality, mercy had ever been ] 
dominant in his heart He had a g 
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iitoti;ei<if.:panfoiial chtttinv ^nd tfa^^displsy 
ni Ills 'iwttires ^vm iharmoiiy ia perfeo 

ti^k:.x:i i ' i /^ \ > 

^nSbeiiday. f6llaviihg ^t\m ball .waS/1»dte« 
iiUyo^QOOiBted i«rf9^ splendid . b^iM|aet( 
^Q J)6n».at tfafe. portal bounded fitequeiii 
OKid itmrily u not as tvliea some armed 
band strike on the shield to bid its. lord 
jiefitaceuj.iiWarrioiiii hvA. nobles eaga-ly 
tiaieofibk to join, tht^.feative rabhd> clad In 
4lie; exireme of aincient brilliancy ; the 
^aavikidi spear^ the battled slii^ld^ and 
other iinpleoleMft oi ^ar were hung up, 
ia& ttaketk oi tbe deeds they had performed 



/ 



\oi&ntA\diBi sat: iAl state; the deeds of 
£thidbahl i^u^i^iiftl)9 elevated biBO/ in tjie 
hb9d»:^iBlhipj^QatL . On his. aright *haiid 
sat ifl«ri«|iind';r. dn^ j tbe. left .urCjthenOble 
^n^en^defoa iicldrjiams^^r: She xtsna 
tfaa^daiiial&caiW Ae-mMdsi^' l&m taUb 






TOanAy nor \;r£ui . Fk»lnaiid kst iq did 
eoamoUi^d' sight of. Uie ladiesri a£Ur 1m 
story beoato^ known. t 

The harp a«& fiianbrisl souHAed &rohgh 
th^ h»\h ifteiiriflte'tif ncmsdl \i^itb elera^ 
tf^tfyfaiiA cfteering^ datkUs re^bfoei totlitf 
fcKindt^r of the feast ;: !the toililmd ilangen 
part ward now forgvttea; the goblet bad 
dto^Dcid all hMinaQ} cai*e, ad^d ^xcesls of 
joy e^er^ "ivbere.p^i^ded the lofty gram 
deuirrof 'the scentei. '• 

Nor was the'eelefaoratiottof the Caii'A 
return confined withm his castle walls, for 
the wide extended plain became a scene of 
transport, also, among the surroundjtfig 
peasantry. Under the spreading white- 
thorn, the peaceful harper sat, whilst 
surrounding numbers, having feastedj^ 
mingled in the dance. 

The scene of rejoicing ended, the castle 
was again in that silence and tranquillity 
which give birth jto reflection, and strike 
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this leasing' ooiiirast that so powerfniy 
aids the operations of the soul, where re-^ 
finement and mental strengfth preside* 

Among Ae namber of the minstrels that 
added to the harmooy of the festive scene^ 
two^ on pressing solicitations to the £arl, 
(mingled with much artifice,) weve at 
length suffered to ranahiy and become a ' 
part of his household. We particularly 
mention this, as they will hereafter be found 
instrumental in the operations of the more 
busy part of this narrative. 
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CHAP. 11. 

^ O wottan, lovely woman t mtore firsuned thee 
To temper insn; we htd been brotei witbont yon : 
Thete's in yon all that we believe of heaVq, 
Amazin^brigbtness, purity and tnitb« 
Xtemai joy and everlasting love!" 

Otway, 

• DuKiKG this pause of quietade through 
the castle, Adeliza wandered from one 
apartment to the other, but experU 
enced not tbit composure she. had hereto* 
fore done. She would tirst examine one 
grotesque fig^e of the inlets, then an* 
other; then sit her dovm and sigh. < 

At last she passed into .the armory, 
where, after surveying the different wea* 
pons that had accumulated through all 



S4 sai) a^owiQBsioF^irArrawAvoi^^ 

the Saxon wars, she suddenly dropped 
into the following soliloquy. 

" What is the matter with me ? Sure 
I am no£ well ; something ails me I'm cer- 
tain ; for I hav^ eyec hfep very fond of 
employment, and coulJ not bestow too 
much time on my little improveniQiit^.; but 
)L am:.iMtw.Teflkleia Mid iddiffenent^ Beforl^ 
I t:am« h^iie I wiwpfetfgtted #fth:wiaikltt^, 
now I cann6t sit f tt quiet n6i*0rccdi>y My- 
self in my usual piirstifs. Hiese I think, 
said she, rising and surveying them, ** were 
the ^e^pdm.^fc^^ Kwl jiHktth&l^fflk ^^<|tle 
be w^nt fpAh Mufmd tibi$rahliour Mfr^Fld^ 
rimund's \ The,4«iiii^ teJbB him for «oiti»^ 
lieve.'r-Why,^4Jb<iii^..pi:)3^rMe .tlfe ltf(8 
of soHie on^ ^l^f^^.fmlitad'qf tb^t'SarlVi 
then he bad not ^^^ mamthiim pr^ 

sence; Jbut tiow.<ti»«^jem|i|i^iHkQ«ie pf>ii| 
^y iateniipta,ftvqry oj^berylfoougllt, j And 
readers me oV€|i?^o a:kii:v4i^f'i^^l^i)4s(» 
lj,know not how to^descr^^^ — ^beig;hp IV > | 



At that moment Fkuistliiiil eiit«wi tii^ 
armory.. Adeliza was covered witb eon*^ 
fasion. j^eeiog Adelizabe cmved hev 
pardon for the intrusion, and was bowing 
to ;retire^ but shei^ sotmewh^t recdtervtug, 
exclaim^^ ^' be should by no m^ang ^oi 
»he bad so often examined the curiO'% 
sities of tbcr place before, and they muJt 
in a gre^t part^ b^ njew to bim." : On coni 
dition Ad^li^^ ili^i ri^t quit the apai'tnieiit 
tbeusr Fl^rifi^L^^d consented .to stay; .Ibis 
thjfew her into fi!esh agitatio»^ bntshd Vfma 
ol^g;ed, at ]y»dt, after tixvkch ^olicitaitioii )o 
I'emaidy :'l • . ' * .! 

^Tbey ^ury/ejied the arHporjr ^ain^ a\id 
cOG^ivneiited on the different implemeiits 
men ^ad,inv^pt?d for the destruction of 
their 0wn Jr€i4e« il^cfa .wduJld wiliiiigly 
hafve^ ebao^d.tb^ ^^p^^t:to a th^foe fdorii 
tender ^wMlfiJiidciarittg;^ .bidi Addliaa'd iat 
licacy prf jii^9|eit; bep from i jgiv^ngo ar UrA^ 
and Florimund felt himself so lnfiiDb mw0 



16 THB TOWEBS 0» ItiVENSWOLDP^ 

her vassal than her equal he could not ven- 
ture 00 what he thought might be receiv- 
ed as a most daring ami oalicenced* liber- 
ty. 

On their return to that part of the ar-* 
mery where Florimund's suit was hang- 
ing, the fair one again stopped to survey 
it. He would have passed on, but Ade- 
liza solicited his stay : she questicmed him 
many things concerning it, when going 
round to examine every part more mi- 
nutely, on one shoulder piece and the sidd 
of the cuirass, she descried blood : M What 
means it ?^' hastily said she to Florimund. 

The youth incapable of. returning an 
answer, from the effect of her sudden dis^ 
covery and question, turned away to con- 
ceal his emotion, but not before Adeliza 
bad perceived the tear that bespoke his 
apble nature, as it glistened in the comer 
of hii eye, and dropped from his cheek to 
the groond. 
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The maid was alarmed. — ^'^ What hare 
I done, what ha^e I said ?** she cried, 
'' ob, Flonmondy. foi^ive me if I have 
questioned you improperiy ; believe me it 
was done in haste, and without a thonght 
of wouoding- your feeJings/' 
. '^ Your pardon/* he replies, ^ it is I 
that am to blame, for not resdying* year 
question before, but a sadden weakness I 
ami sometimes subject to, overcame me.^-*-^ 
Dear Lady, when in the field, each man 
is compelled to deal death (a the enemy, 
sod scatter his foes with vengeance wher*' 
erer they oppose him, in sudb a struggle 
much blood must be ^It ; thus did I oh* 
tfun that, and im the huilybaily of the 
war we heed it not ; but when the Aght ia 
over, and our passiims a little more calm^ 
to drop a tear for those that are slain, is a 
failing that will sometimes overcome tiie 
stoutest heart.*' 
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^< O ilfifii i» a gallknt ifoble hearted 
youth/' i^aid Adeliza, as shetumed away 
to w^ep as he had done. 

<< Ha ! Adeliza weeping/' he cries, 
M nay tihenr we will drop the subject, dry 
up your tears. X think l hear some One* 
on thd stairs } ifpr hekve^Vsak^ do not let 
tiunn 966 ywi have been ^yiii^." Attba^ 
ihstaat the bell rattg for dinner^ -an^ Ib^y 
adjounxeii. w r • 

j: in tdheevcbing^ {^Imniviid t<aok^ 4K>1U 
tary walk imder .the! clMitIe'aJwalls,wdre4 
flMied, not wjAhoui isome secret pleasune^ 
on tbe HBUcoess^cf bis intervi€|w /with the 
£adr AdeUzaj' thoiigh hk had ' iiet)ioucfaedl 
on r lore, /still he !b8d;pavdKl..a «way thnV 
Blight ^enable him to adVentnre with motw 
confidence on the subject^, wtienevei'* he 
dHd coininenee it; ^ .1.. 

^TThe-aun had jusC rank beiD# the hori- 
zon, the feathered songsters of the adj^tw^^' 



JDg gravag v^eke tH ' vf^kied to tesk, save 
PbilomcU ^hos^e wfifrUiMr aotes reHeofawcT 
along :tb^ vale* Th^ bird of night issoedi 
iorth m.quest of prey,, and the web-wing-- 
^ bc^t ^%\eA fcom the battlements, wfaoht 
tj^fttMi^ojP the beet]i^# ^ndibe. bvkiog of 
^^/^stacitnmMJff hnnfmBced tiie:Jiip<» 
;pf|oafA!oC*nigiht«^ » . , r ' . i - v 
1 ,nfV;h^n:fiU ivar 8tiM tiw liotai^^f^di^'toM^ 
tifiit taidd hdsp lurbke «inodth)«lid'>tiAt%i 
moniously on the enchanting silence -'Dpf 
the evening. Florimund was at first 
pwzled id gH^flsTDf^l^r iit.vns 'one bf 
th0 sBdMtrd9>'oOilmida^ or ^Ad^iM, that 
touched the strings so dexterously* Ad- 
ifaneiUg! jMoisr'wlvBnee -i^ io^bdi p¥o- 
ce^«d, he bofmkscepikined it *to be'.th^ 
P^fprAifaneo ti one ^wh6se -isiot^s ' en^ 
Qhanted as thqr.flfew; theviMl^^ 
acGOtnpahied by the ^elesti^ tonefs df -his^ 
sweet Adeliza^ and he could have listened 
to them till dawn with pleasui^e. '' ' ' 



.. He wa» pMsioiiately fond of mwic, aiuf 
bemg before unacquainted with her ca- 
pability, in that science^ he listened with: 
the greater avidity. The fair lady exe« 
cuted several airs^ and aecolnpattied them^ 
with a peifection, that might ham done; 
credit to more enlightened times. What 
wan Florimund*8 astonishment at lengthy 
after she had struck a few chorda on the 
instnuiieiity to hear her chaunt as iA^ 
lows: 

r 

^ Aad have yea a Njaph t ob, be tboa^noceiie; 
If fo. cnlel Flotiflittiid, wbat broiight you hereto 

• 

<< Gould I poeseta vanity enough^'' said 
t)ie youth, ^< to believe tlmt short compo- 
sition alluded to me, you should not,, 
^veliest of creatures, long wait for a 
reply ; but oh, no, there nuty be more 
Florimunds than one, and I am doomed 
to remain in this csatle ever miserable. 
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evef in sight of one I adore^ yet mch oar 
difference i^t^ircumstance, 1 dare scarcely 
adTentnre to address her." 

The harp again broke on the tran« 
qaittity of the evening', rendering that 
Umqii^kj cekdiBL IVesently the soft 
tomes bf the tm me^ ^txm cotntimied. 

" His courage was destined^ tfaeiiold Earl to s^ve ; 
And fdAtune liss'ef«r tewatded the bva?e !'' 

H 

To this she again repeated the fere-* 
going with a d^ee of pathos, no one, 
unless experiencing the frame tender pas- 
sion glowing in their bosom, eoald have 
disphiyed; 

^ I need' ho longer doubt,** exclaimed 
the enraptured yontb^ ^ I 4oTe and am 
beloved, tind it only now remains onr 
Idvet; should be mntaally understood T* 

Just as Fiorimund had temiinated the 



liMt fl^pMdi hi» attentEon. was attracft^d by 
^, g^naqpse .he i; caught (through the dark* 
ness that overishadcywed them) of tw^ 
figures Aat were gliding along behhid the 
wi(H that fiiwrou9ded. the ditdi. It^^m^ 
ed his euslamation lad distnilbed Ul^Dl 
from . tbw: . tttuatiBi^ ^nib pmbattlyi h(^m 4, 
conversation they were secretly engaged 
iu at the tisnei^ . Det^rmii^f if possible^ 
tokno\r wlwt^tthidir.puvpMe^'itfasy.atitkat 
late hour, he stooped below the parapet 
of ike wall^ thai enednqmsKSiid iStii etiUle, 
ami followed wUtod' tiJ|^they i^nin^madi^ 

appeared to be wrapt in a large doak^ 
or satxfetN^gitfffdbapery (iSiafa Ha^ Ibdl^e- 
}y a^ckut J»ii|i.l ^ 4*jy«a Ifflrer iaworm by 
the ia4«l dglermkio^^^ his dbaentk^ r*^ td 

gjffa^t will b^^ your rc^anel; . s ?m t>u^ 



^ *' Whe?L I bte^ iV xepties^kft other, 
^^ may instant death — ^aya* tb^ iitorst^ of 
dea^tllSy ba my porlioii/'' 

^' Your compaj[|ioci» as well as your- 
si^lf, I may 4#pen4 liqpoo ; I have .foimd 
jTPU hard inlto:; JE.Jmi'e |Yrc^¥ad yon to ^ 
^ckjt or I had not; thias gcieatiy cammui^ 
vicmed ytNft-t4mt "as I- ohi^rved before, 
according' to your cetiduot^ so/mll he 

. .''' IHiaaie aotrthe iriowaiid^i if/we patt 
rendotyoHa.8en«i€^-^-4hat'&aU/": sr 

^f iThiS evciaiag'R iafeimiatioii>giiaes-iiie 
the" npM^ao9t ef cdaiinencaig^.ithe attaiA 
mtb .^0iider8i)[ %Qd)r.'wken I d»i .bd^in^ 
gluing ^m .w^re iniycitrjiiiriea^ son pdteiii 
di^H^iBiyfeveagerv. ^ . > if . : } 

** Aye, sd'iit' ought." . \ :. . » ; 

^^ Wdl n0i» iWje'tt* «^pilr^ ;; . siepi this 
|Kay^ my hof^ris tied beneath' a. boeh, ad4 
joining the thicket." 
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. '< Then the plan yod have laid down 
b conclnded on ?*' 

^ I do not see how we can amend it.** * 

With thb kind of mysterious lang^nage 
their voice and fig^otes, were soon h>st in 
the darkness of the hour, and Elcmmand 
left to reflect with amazranent, on the 
yery extraordinary oonversatmn his ear 
had been witness to. 

He flew immediately to the Early and 
fu^uaittted him of the circumstance, but he» 
seemngly conscions of his own safety, ap* 
prehended no dangler from the eyent, and 
contented himself witl|K observing, ** it 
must have been some of his vassals, who, 
on their retnm froin labour, would relate 
to each other strange stories, to shorten 
their evening^s journey homOb'* 

Florimund, did not presume to thwart 
the opinion of his noU^ patrouf 



nor press the matter inriiher ; dioagh lie 
Vfss well convinced a design was formmg 
agaiittt some one, whetiber in the castle or 
oat he could not determine, and the only 
satisfaction remaining was antidpation. 

The daj Mlowing/tUafi proved fteg^ 
nant widi eiraratftaaoes little to be ex« 
pectrtj Imtidft^dii ai*iKctoT«^ 
at once* to change &ie f^e tff idlings, and 



it * 






* 



* * ' .' ■♦ r - • • • 



I I 



r r<*lf t *\ •• • * •'If* %• •!». '• »• 






r « 


v...i' 1.; ,0'»'jdt f, 'iihi.i Of : 


' i : iuf 


.fi'j'l ji ! : Oj :. .>lo.ji: Y 


-i'j •• • ' ."f 


x.wi-/:?rj/i:o) c.hl iL-i /ihi!;(:i..'; . 


..;./ I 


^iiiufir/:*; ii Jd * ::3';'. :Iouiii l>i;.. 


f 1 • • • 
• *« » » 


TOL. n C 


M 



€6 anoB TowBBsov'AMnsmirofinit 



'f ' •;. .1 






*A ^ ' •- . • '" • ■ ^ uOt, :' 



» 



r ♦ 



f . . . • . .. . , .•••:..• 

• - • . ... 

• •» ' ^ » • - '. *'»•.-: ..>i 

;;:. TTT;** *?^ WPW ««9' ^WM^ ,^ 

^^ . Nor til Ike drowsy sirups of the world, , ^ ^ ^ 
Shall ever med'cine tl^ to ffafit ^weet sleep ", 

8HAK8PEARX, 



SoMX two miles distant ftom the castte 
within a natural cave in the rock, a mosk 
singular and interesting Recluse had 
taken up his abode. He appeared to 
labour under insanity, but as he wao 
found perfectly harmless, Etiielbald per* 
nutted him to remain there, and many 
from curiosity flocked to visit him. 

He was familiar, but his ccmversation 
disjointed and incoherent ; still amusing 



t0 some, and not a3t6;etlier Toid of vdU 
at intervals* What appeared raAer ex* 
traordinaryt lie would ofte» tidies learo 
the cave, . and b^ absent severiil days ; • in* 
deed it seemed as if he bad another rend** 
ence, and Umt be rwted bath alAemotd^j > 
but it was generally understood, whed ha 
absented himself it ^iost be eithto to 
range the forest for recreation, or else 
search for provisions. 

The day previous, ^during the tinia 
tme of the minstrels were pne^ent) it had 
heiBii agreed on by GanU^ and Adettisat 
th^y should pay a visit If Hbe ioaire ,th* 
nest day, and take poor >Oaiic (for tilwt 
was. his name) a basket of provisiortSf to 
Ifare if they chanced ,to :^ipd ^bini in^bi^ 
sheUer,. Addiza knew tbe £arl wqi)14 
be too busily engaged,, with afimi». of 
state, to attend - th^mi; , Jthercffore fiiM^ 
on this as a favourable opportunity ta 
solicit Florimund might wait on theni« 

C 2 



'It 1((rd» eoftMnted to, andf tbe ifttelli* 
gmcir itmoimoed. to FlorimunH, df tbe 
iMnioh^alldtt^d "bun/ which was rec^eited 
wilh iif;> 'little ntisfkction. Still the re- 
eBfteotkm ef What he bad witne&^ thfe 
f ^Mlig. before— the mystertoM presende 
•f the 'diafaetieta-—atid their oonveVsatidiH 
equally puioliiig, weighed heavily on his 
Btiad; » . 

The Lady Oimilda, Adeliza, mid Vfot- 
riMtndJ^'setont ibr the nesidenee bf -the 
M^tiiit Tli^y had toot h^en absetit half 
is^houi^y Wfti^in an apt&rtibent tike fi^rl 
^Ak l»bH^d to pai6 tbrotgb, he per« 
i«lVea )yitij^'0h tile 'floor a pA^ehmeiit 
ef^itfUi^; ta]k1tfgiitdp,heftftiiid,hy the eha- 
ractcfTSy it wdd addressed' fd ^his Ladty/ttnd 
hiii^aled ; euHosity led Mm to e^ramin^ 
it^ but what was* his sin^ise, in tbe perti^ 
ieif to find the following its cohtontsi 
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DSA.BSST 'LADYf 

Beljeye me I am transported, beyond 
imagination, at the favourable opinion 
yoa liave of me, and the desirable recep* 
^n you have given me in your h§art. J, 
shall be ever ffoud of shewing yoa thp 
j^in^est attention,, in the ab^nce of thp 
.ISarJ^ wlv>8e influence time mufttdiminisl}. 
Vo^mprrovf v^hep v^e yi^it the qt^e, it m 
1^. io fib9ent onrselvef vidtb a aqitjajl^ 
excuse for a few ioowjo^^^^^^ 

sayjing' and contriving, a thousand thtnm 
to fiirthj^r our secret bappinessu<*-^TiU 
(be wished for time arrives, believe me 

^^\ . . ' .• *^ • . ' 

J Yonr's fa^thfdilfyf 

FloaumITNO. 
» 1^.^* 6e careii|l to destroy thk epistle 
las yon value yoi^ own peace. 
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Etfaelbald stood as it xvere petrified; 
thought seemed locked up for a time 
within herself, and every animal function 
suspended. At length; (after pacing the 
room sometime in silence) as water pent 
up, forces the confines and carries all 
before it, or as the thunder bursts fron^ 
the sulphureous air, which gathers in an 
<ttusua} calm, so did the Earl break forth 
into a paroxysm of rage and grief, almost 
bordering on distraction* 

" What hare I read ?'* he cries, ** can 
it be possible? sure His a dream? and 
yet I hold the accursed instrument in my 
hand that proclaims her falsehood ! Ealise 
with whom? With one whom i had 
plucked from obscurity to Ibad with opu- 
lence and honour, whom I had picked up 
a stranger, seated at my table, and almost 
adopted as my son. O vile ingratitude ! 
I have nursed a reptile in my bosom, and 
ioon>. how soon he has turned to sting his 
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preseWer. ' But by this heliyi icraQ^ 
tAf^t speaks my shame, it appears $h$ 
uras in the first instance to blame«<-iye» 
aye, no doubt — ^woman we are taught to 
believe was the first aggressor even in 
Paradise, and why should we expect any 
iother here. All hope of happiness and 
comfort on this side death has now aban^ 
doned me ! What are all the laurels I 
have gained in the fibld ; what are the 
high honours 1 maintain at court ; what 
is the veneration and ielsteem in which I 
am held by my most inestimable friends^ 
w all the homage that is paid me by my 
vassals — nothing now — ^trifles light as 
ether! for Gunilda^s fiilse; Gunilda in 
the evening of her life is false, and Ethel« 
bald*s grey hairs are stained at last by a 
worthless 'eonsort*s foul dishonour. Had 
Adeliza and the young serpent been at* 
tached it would not have surprised me, 
lAdeed it was what I wished; but for 
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tliWftld ibdtfltfewf !! ^«r fi«ii lie ! jns» Ua«d 
•di^^iriiite* «s X .ciWL.o^ the ii^ectj^ 
SImII I £sUbw^ ftod i^; a <]istaiic«»; witr 
Ae» ttw tMoe o£ diabolicid iafidelit^? 
(Co«Awio«li§^ «Hi the ssfgofltiim I VUf^ 
Mtfaw l«fc Bift^ llide me from tha blMSd^ 
inn: far ovw ;. aveiU. att a}ayer9^, if^t^n^ 
ftttmr iww^ »pA for the wigjlpil (^ iw 0iw>ii» 
UhliviMloii ^thiiQlWihifte Mibr |o«iwMfit» 
•iniitp !>'.! 00^ Mi|}ii«; t^ifrftwffi: ta i4t 

»aiftj»g^iv» th«ixitiilni«f:lQMiHU^, fjii»riif 

The nomuiy #f their vwfc t0 tfcis.ppw 
viaoifte WM OBt of tb9se ivIiiH^ 
ikncy we cmt mtdeiti.ikEf gtt^yf^i\t4 
tlniigiy itfid iiilwc.fieeQir tiitt) fffowid M.it 
VOTe» tashig for joy., iThe.Hoiue^-aackld 
twined ro— d' thei iNraddMk ihat gnew 
BMr it; the wkite thoni' tbrdw fiBrtb ili 
agreeable ddour; the hle^ Aewl hoah 
ftttwer to flower coUectii^ its twseets^ and 



I. gTMrfioppw t^lfij^ among llie iierb« 



age, accompanyiug her wfoti with her 

FltiimaiuL gvaw nope abdiifrre iitU 
male with Ad^iaa aa they •cctaiiiiiieti ink 
discoarse^ and the ptfre flattie -liii'lpd 
fcmdied in th^ ^Bftamte beaeatt^ in* 
creased as they moved onwards: Ubi 
irooth was ^jemiaed^ hefyte their 'lna« 
tan, t fc a oM aa oppovtnntty occorr lo4if^ 
dare his passion. 

Ob their arrival^ lo their great saUlihe^ 
tton, they found this Beelnse leatthi|^ 
agajfist the meulhof the oave, apparently 
hi^ deep reverie. • 

At first he appeared to take no notie^ 
present^ he raised his head^ and ikioViog 
hiscowly- suddenly eanght sight of thraor j 
he started back at their xmexpected pre^ 
sence, bnti^ebTermg, crossed himMif and 
bi e w a d tibeph - 

G & 
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-< ^<How do yoa do/Osric^ ikis mom'* 
ing ?" enqmred Oonilda. 

** Dear Lady/' said he, '' how does the 
19y ? . It toib aot, meither do I ; but we 
)iavte had a very high dispute this mori^ 
ing aboot our cloths/' 
. '^^ Indeed/' she replies, '' what abeui 

them:r 

. ** Which had the finest yesture, Madan% 

tot I got the better of my opponent^ for 

•though yellow is a very gay colour, stitt 

iqy garments had that, and twenty coloars 

beside/' 

, <<; But the lily is white," she observes. 

<' And white is no colour, Lady," he 
replies. 

....*/. You certainly succeeded in argu^p 
ment an^ stood sq^^erior in your, raiment," 

l^.y^ It was the CKup spiiling on. the min? 
)>ow, sweet lady, but a cloud hiding one. 
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the* odiar vanished-^^ere's myiitei^ ia 

that." 

/ <' Call you thi^ madness ?*' said Flori- 

mtrnd apart. 

'. f* Yoii wiU find him wandering pte^ 

stotty/' replied Gunilda, '^ if you con- 

t|ime conversation.'' ' 

' <' Do you not find this habitation rather 

Wnely sonietimes ?*' asked Florimnnd. ' 

'^ -You bear the form and image of a 
God," he cries, " have yon a soul? 
Tour (igvLve reminds me of days that are 

past.— Oh, I have seen •" /* What?*^ 

en^ifw Adeliza, fearfully. ' 

<^ Th>B playfuf curlews, fair one ; tiiey 

9%. * 

sported upon the ^surface of ' the water as 
the waves grew bigger and bigger, and 
the sky dark around, * ftun, ran, for your 
lives," said i to a. score : of vassals jour<^ 
neying homeward^ ^ Run, or your wol^ 
•kin garbisfkbttst' stieiii^ the pdting' of ikk 
storm.*" 
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A Mqnn ensued tbeb^ J.pmriimecdn 
says the yomig soldier. ''. : ;.:! \ 

-' ^*' A' dreadfel one,^ repUdi Omc» 
^ The sea had nearly flowed .into dsqrffhuf 
liitf^i^'.lffl the »picit that |>r«siikesi crrer 
the turhalenee oi tke wMetoforbadfit^ 
There rained such s^roces' of imag HMry 
veahhy! I liiMi^htl hiad stocked injr cave 
with Jttere; hut , wh«n 1 awoke the Mfft 
movnifig^.il^^ ftorm ,1^ ^rert and all "the 
tn^ftWiregjwie!*^/; i •> ..,;:■ ' ^[ '\'-oJ) 
^^^1I)te'yeHfi^ea^«gh'ft» riijliea?'*: mW^ 
irogaJM Adeliza* . .«;.- 

«< Snch, as ya«; I sighed' for .onwii^iMid 
j(!Hte fmA hanm^r'i hvst, I ^Wqrobbed- of 

iMir^^ vfeodltetioQy mid set9 my brain ob 
fir«^ : Tbe.d^yijAon^ fcrigbt^fcdfere no} 
0iid^eaij^<a9^b)^)th4 mag^Q'iK^ <^ aoivd 

battled with it since, and storm tUitmrnn 
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limm Mt noir ta^mbitlM «im6 }< I teeit 
fiot any of ntttafe'sl ciicmi^MftMy • nftM* 
tliMe:! liav« experiitiK^ed befM^"^ pfeamn^ 
hn )i«id on his lieart : ^butiam eaDML 
upon within, I'll return to yott^fiM>n/V 
-i: ^tThat iuiedste buret ofUdingpHfter 
he h^ meiifred te U^re Mid fyme, and 
hoBouft lauflk sorely denote 'he has been 
noHt jde^ly injured by imne one; Who 
is it could have hailed hittiifretti witi^HB?^ 
imjii Fiarimnnd. 

.^Ke <Nle/' retcnrne. Gomiidip; «^tfaait 
was only a fli^t ^ of fancy, or rath^ jmi 
eoror jofirthe iiilagSiiatioii.r 
: ^f Bef vybu^ isb^ %Qf!k I truly . faaradess : be 
appears ;- ' '. oba^rres iha youtiu • . ^* QnkI 
I lieacMiiai reitiming/V 
: On his. T04qsrpeiinai)se bf informed 
tlMu^; :ffJbr.jhad iBi^ihkek called aiide.io 
br.iiMMiql^^!the,«fil fqpiiSt aftettpjepv«4 



Sivy |teflDfe!)^mNW|ted> him a bpdietof 



lurofisaoM: he tl&iikedcthein, andspfaiccfl 
•it iu the cal^e. < ^1 li' woidd pierharps {*e« 
vail oa the spirit obt to: taraieiit hini 
m/* he mid; ^^bat for hnAseli, be Ihad 
left'bffiefrtingn . ', ■ ■ - 

' . To thii^ strange remark they veiy deli- 
icately eniivived, how he lived then ? i . i 
' liooking >ei*y . piteously at them, and 
shaking* hid beadi ** Alasf said he, ^om 
disappointflftent r :/.:,; I 

^^ That is bnt an empty kind of food 
to ' one exposed as you are to the sea- 
sons/^ remarks Florinuhd. 

<^ I do not know what you' mean by 
being exposed. I basked in love^-I met 
disappointment; I struggled; for fame, I 
found disappointment; I fought for ho- 
liour, disappointment was my rewaird; 
and wherevdr 1 looked for conifort, en* 
joym^it, or happiness, diti^lppoiiitmeni 
arose before me : I have now no ihoioe^ 
for sleap^ I find disappdntntoiit; for fo6d» 



disappohitment ; Iwpeaod of mind^ dis- 
^pointD9u»:it ; bat 8o.a» I da s^t iineet k 
in my last bold and enterprizing detemiir 
nation, Uu8 tattered world may rid itself 
jof me wbenoYer it is its .will.'* - •./*:' 
^' |Ia! wbat great deed are yott aboot 
to undertake?" a^ks Florimnnd ; fearing 
he might be bent on snicide. 
> ^ How dare yon thus interrog^ate,*' be 

exclaims. ** I love to dwell best wber6 
ihe lamp ever burns, wbere merriment 

prevails^ and moles to use tbeir elaws^ 

despise the light of day; begone, and 

leave me to myself/' 

^ May I n^t stay, Osric; I would 

speak io you far&er?'' tend^ly eacpins 

Gunilda. . , ^ 

The maniac inelined kis head as in the 

affinnatjnfe* . * - t 

. ^< Thm go you, <^ildnn,^iMjd ^tmA 
our proirisions beneath yonder r tlk>fti,^' 
directs Gumlda. ** we shall there b« 



4S> imnftommBApm xkL'fmnmaiMu 

jAhd^irhcitn Aiti^eadt of the rati/, md 

]pMmL \ '.' i •••-' •'- ' ' '. 

\: Thikivwft ibrtmiiteBUiiiimil^ 
rimund to tireak his ptmon to hk tMibro^ 
bU'AdeUm; imd ^st/iHs^'iieftrt' l>eat' so 
4iritliin' Udi» rad.niGih uku Ub agitation al^ 
together, he fowred be fihonld not be aUi 
10 ^ipnk te her ob the important sub- 

Hi9 .owfuaioa by degrees however for- 
Mok him, Jbe dropped into a nM>re esisy con<- 
jreisatioo with Adeiiza, ahd was not a little 
transported, when she i as^ared him With 
toertaintijr, .from e:iqpeirieiiee before, Gu- 
Hilda voi(Id inot: join :theiB agtia within 
half an hour. '< Heaven be thanked,'' 
estrhimed FlonmiiBd 4o himself { <* I have 
never yet been a coward in ballSe,'aiHl t^ 
tf9m poUvaop inlovb wMifd ^e w^cvise sitill; 
Ulifi ii ) the'lHiqr that makes ^me' hftf^y ot 
•liseiaidfcy 1 and the pollers ol^^ affection 



mile upon my causer* They had by 
ihis time reached the spreadkig bush^ 
under \vhich this dreadfully important, 
but tender and endearing^ tale was to be 
enforced. 
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CHAP. IV. 



«** The loTer sighijig, like Furnace witt 



A woful ballad, made to his mistress' eyebrow.'^ ^ 

Shakspeabs*. 

^ She longed her hidden passion to rereal. 
And tell her paans, but had not words to tell ; 
She can't begin, but waits for the rebound. 
To cat^ bis voice, and to return the sound/' 

Addison's Trans, of Ovid. 



GxJNiLBA had seated herself on a rade 
stone that lay at the mouth of the cave^ 
and appeared in earnest conversation with 
Osricy as Florimnnd was spreading pro- 
visions for their rural repast. 

** Nay» I insist on helping yon^ Flori- 
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•miind, in this arrangement/' observes 
Adeliza. 

^* Allow the trifling task to be mine/* 
most tenderly replies Fiorimund ; " as I 
am so far a dependant and your inferior^ 
it is my duty ever to wait on joo." " 

** Inferior \ dependant ! Jet- me itvtreat 
yoa will never name ytorself in snch Im- 
miliating terms. How are yoii depen- 
'dant? in what are you inferior ? Yoa can 
never be utider obligation to tife maA 
whose life you have saved; nor infeiioir'td 
any one» after the deeds you harfe 
wronght, unacqaainted wkh your bri«* 
gin." 

<< Your liberality amazes me! BM 
great as is my surprise^ so ^ar ain I en* 
couraged to adventure on the score of 
freedom." 

** I shall like you the better, freedom 
and candour I admire of all things. 

^ T6 be plain then, fairest of crea« 



r 
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iW^X find before Gonikla iirritfes to i 
terrapt us, your admiration of tbo96 tvo 
qijalitjw CApBot be eq^al to an himdredtb 
part of what I feel for j^oi&J^ 

Ade»»'s face waaiipmediately sufiwed 
with Uusheiu a^d. tbpugb most agr^eajbljr 
^rjH^edt sb* :v«St a* *rfi*, obliged* to 
tarn away ti^ co9«eal thein> 

^< if yea wiU o^t dpigy to 8|nfl« otf me 
JA r^tjcfrn,. yov w)ljft l^apt! parddft .t)le 
Co«d (Q^iqip^.^t baj<0M jaii> atid ^^are 

flftwast to toy i^; l^cr to^dfi^, ^nd oo«M I 
be an exception — ^the sporting zepjbjyr 
j^rsT^^a i(» iiin^ lov^'ft «9vet$t per- 
ilffi^^ and 1^ nw^t sbai^ »i> the. di^Aigbtiaji 
galo* Ob^. A4flizfv!> dfl pot epur^ vf^ 
hence, but let that gentle bosom, viw qi 
(^ompAWioiitf and affqifd a ^leHer for my 
love.*' 

I T^e! fail? oap.VAA w^.w^rconw with 
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^confosibiiy it was witli4^ci^'^0 '^eotild 
make a reply ; atlen^ incoveinug from 
lier a^tatioa in some dkgfnee, she sdftly 
lisped^ *' she had as yet bMn a sigranger 
to the tender passton.*^ 
« ^ The pow^is ^f lore be|mMsedr* ««'« 
churned the ebraptnred yonth; ^'dieft 
^oa hav« a polished space still und^siced 
on yoar heart, and capable of receirin^ 
the aof t inapreasion ; thot^h undfose^vm^^ 
ahooU I be so. fortunate as to obtain b 
ptaee therev believe me, lovdi^ of tro^ 
men, J should feel myself the most foi^ 
tani^ creature in tile world !'^ 

^. Nay, for Heax4nli saker sh^ tMo^ 
Un^y trttMSf '^ Floriinimd iblrbear! 
Ooailda cmMM ^idiis Wiay/* 
- ♦ ^*;No> swedt Adelisa/* he replies, ^she 
^H iliaiittta^' her • seat in conTersatimi 
with ' the 'po^ \inhappy maniac. liVho 
ltiio#8 mt It '^as loVe fir^ drove Acs 
«x4ted {Mnii» fivm oiiit 6f tlie cavity ? uirll 
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would ydu be the ineaas ef baaialmis 
other to the desert wo<>dft ^nd wilds thafe 
here snrrousd u$? OK impMHblel it is 
4Qt lu your ^g^tle natiure to be capaUe o£ 
such a craelty ; tutn then in pity, and 
listeil to the pure and earnest efforts of a 
pflission I cannot avoid, but (consider* 
jug mysdif beneath yon) tremUe to de* 
cjare." < 

/, f Again, referring to a diff^ence of 
dvcanoBrtaoce wh^i. in. reality there is 
none; ;she cries,, yiou hlirt me beyond 
Dl0|isnre/* ; 

'< Oh, pardon me, -for mercy^ssake, as 
I loyeyou, iso dolntrjen^leat (rfEending 
y^ ; and icould I be the means of brings- 
ing on thatheavei^y countenance a fro wn^ 
to disturb the various charms that sport 
there? never, never! Those glistraiag 
^nd . soujUpiercing ey^ ^chanting IqMs, 
and lovely ^^imples,, were formed alone . 
^r^smiles j and crue) must tjiat b^g be 
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{MMinimiiced, wh6 would cause ^ gleom to 
mantle on them.*^ 

^ : ^ Jio ' more, no more ; for look, con- 
trary 'to our expectatioiMi, Gnnilda is 
roflnij^ 8^i|iroaclmi|f .^^ > - 
u irritis even' so ^ aold erefy momait she 
occupies as she adTtinces is precious to vi 
iudbdB I ^ say, before • she arrives^ ' you 'do 

cv/fflHsBte 'lyuiiil ^Vlorimutadi what have 
y^ufe^W^oM to apprehend saP'* 

** I have made a declaration, in ^ 
4r^t ' place,' presuming ; in the secdkid, 
perhaps, disagreeable/' 

: ^ Suffice it <io say, I cduld not hate 
'^Ettjf'oti} dbsiJ to he * offended with those 

who profess a respect for me would be 

\ ..m TbAt ^old wdrd fe,speel'doeiFnot com- 
fircBiend the! passional feel; it is love, all 
ffOWidMal^fall ^eonquerihg We, that haa 
-taliem'jponearioi»-tof imy soul, and you 
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alo0e;€i^nigrrermeird]«n: iford I conliiMie 
my addresses?'' '. ; ; tr r ::; 

. << I touttndt jftdmik of ^ny tkivg' C6n- 
Uary to ite pfamKine of Jbe -jBarlf thewat 
my father's friend, t6'.^M^be iwsi;prttrad 

c /*; If; t^t ; is ; ihd, omlf xibsEtode^ !t imt 
nothing. But pray tell v6^: (Gatiilflik I 
fee<^Qn>49/n«^)y llhr.'^ |lie/jloTft;I{luiva 
for you/1t[]Q^sjm«(^i:A^iMl(diM 
ki|>Q fbrri^ismHi^ in netttiriiSIr ' - .! "^ 
,; .f^Ob, Floiamqiifd! . how jcsui.y<m ptft 



such a question td ifife!iiow<?';* ;.. ^ •. . 
' :.'<It is fb«kl dbqstswitfh to hOOw^ M it 
Ins: beem !dt$it : alwie .;wIm1i : liuihm^ 

« 

^< Then cease your fears! as I ttdmira 
freedom anii omd4m'''m/^him$ iPk ifroold 
X wifllt tkasie 4aali|iQ» ^ever. to pte?aiL » 
^m^s6lf. Thotagh too sadden! an 'aieknow^ 
l6dgitieBt.6f whttt.is feU. ioo4MMJiiolltar9 
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may tend ia ynAg& iarnds to dertrojr tht 
pfUNdoo^altogethert aliU I troBt it will no^ 
Florimundy be fhufir with you ; for whert 
it da«Mi^.>io..occur» as tbe object (which 
e^et^ it be^jb^wmes indifferentt it oogfal 
likewise to be eatemned unworthy. I 
blush to own, yet, as I despise affecta*^ 
iion^ must confess dince the first moment 
I aaw:yoa,wd heard your 8torr, you 
itavie possessed my heart; despise me not 
for' the; ^cpn^^ssion : without you I could 
nerer. hi happy ; to you I resign the 
cause; succeed with the Elarl and Gu« 
fiilda;. abide in consitancy, and be asaiured 
jsf ;i|iy everlfik^ting love !" 
. . The words of this celestial creature, so 
liberal and unexpected, were received 
into the heart of Florimund, and trea-* 
sured accordii^ to their deserts. He was 
libont suddenly to clasp her to his bosom, 
in the warmth of his extacy, and pro-*^ 
nonnce eternal blessings on her for what 



0ai(ildi^ vboDi ii^' hsA UkJty lost all 

lastilp'Miicliidesy **jC(i»movdsPhaMemMiA^ 
m^happy.?. * - , , 7 a: 
:. /In a few secdnds Gasilda readied • ^^ 
spvt, and:thep<$i^dra:8ion>MalMl.t(> ]M^^ 
take of 4bc[^ choke refWbi Marjp^^ 
fiUp ^ay4 t))em to titidareteiidy Hb<»-bhief 
part of the ionversal^on vhe'hkd^ththid 
MeHnmt after their departoTii "was «f a 
Bvost sixi|riilar import. He< mfoMied'&M 
that << the fod spirit thiM;.t(»toetitedhiiiii 
had of late given him the power totdi^ine 
future eiveote;'' ^d amongst other straa^ 
thing^s tdd her *^ as .there was a chaftg« 
in tiie moon that eteniiig,: so there nmaU 
be at the castle; tnmq«lilfity was idboot 
to remove fromithencV'^ha.saidf'^^jaiid 
the /olive bmnch wouhi iil foftiore f^raw 
elsewhere. The great might have it in 
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iiwtr •po^rtr rto pronoonoe on iHioBe be^^ 
neatii tliem, Imt they should abide iit 
jmticey or theceafier &ar nwe&ge. threat 
and terrible ivare the 4eedt ifaat xt^aaid 
bccar, aad what faai hoped waft---*JQd|^^ 
went wmU foO mi the heads at ^Akm 
who deserved it." * 

Gnnilda regatded tilie intdigmee as 
the wandmnga of a broken imagination : 
the knrers were at-fint intimidated at the 
news, but» after doe consideration, sdb^ 
aeribed to the opinion of Ganilda, and 
partook of their prMisien tridi enjoy* 
naent* - • 

Am Ae thief bur4» the'hdl>it«tkm with 
cuiprise during the stillness of the night, 
or the eonyulsions of nature suddenly oc^ 
oasioB the earth to awallow up whole 
eities, so did the i^smemhrance of ^ 
two fignres norimnnd espied nnder thi 
wally and their extraordinary cconyersa*^ 
titoa, dart in an inttsArt on his afl^ghted 

D 2 
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imagination ; and such vtbs the epiotioki 
it occa3ionedt as plainly to be perceived 
by GUmilda and Adeliza ; but on tlieir 
qqet^oning him of; the cause, he had the 
presence of mind! to '. conceal thatf and 
substitute ^something in its place trifling 
and artificial. 

They presently arose to return, but the 
h.eat was too oppressive to permit them 
to move hastily ; surveying the beauties 
of nature they prolonged their wajk till 
evening. Gunilda was amused and tran» 
quil ; the lovers exchanged . the piercing 
glance, and Florimund endeavoived, in 
love, to forget what had «been the occa- 
sion of so much consternation in his 
bosom. 

They arrived at the castle, w the 
gr$at luminary of day was takii^ his de- 
parture down the western skies* Hi^ving 
separatedf Florimund made 1% his first 
busmess to fli^d out the Earl» in. ord« to 
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liave an another conference with him re* 
specting* the scene he had witnessed near 
the wall the evening previous, at the 
same time to acquaint him of Osric's di- 
Tination* 

. He found him in his apartment^ and 
the name of Florimund being announced 
to Ethelbald, orders were given for his 
admission; not without very gpreat but 
restrained emotion. The youth again 
begged the £arl to bethink him of the 
conversation he had heard between the 
two mysterious characters, and what, in 
corroboration they had received from this 
new diviner at the cave. He spoke of 
the danger of the one, and the probabi** 
lity of the inspiration of the other, coti* 
eluding his address with every earnest 
wish for IJie welfare of the Earl, Gunilda, 
Adeliza, and the household. 

Ethelbald who, during this .application 
of Florimund had concealed his agita- 
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tion, now bant fortii wilii an energy that 
nt once surprked and petrified the asto- 
nished yotttlu 

^< And is it posiible/' he cries, *' Ihat 
man can be the 4tnage of his Makef 
whom we are. taught to beliere is all pu- 
ritjy when nnder such a form and such a 
<*oantenance he call hide a- heart foul as 
the lieat of darkness. We grasp at IIm 
godlike figure with an earnestneBS denoC* 
ing oar friendship, but when closed withiii 
the compass of onr knowledge its beaoty 
ghrrnks to a sk^ton, loathsome to be* 
hold! Why need I dread the enemy mtk* 
mitmy walls, there I am safe; but what 
was once my sanctuary and place of com* 
fort fvithin is now become my dan^r 
^nd my hell ! That maniac shall hence-^ 
Ao prophet he ; more likely ft^r - a pander 
to those crimes that set the Ueod thos 
l)oiling, to destroy my happiness -for ever 
'•^my brain too Imms at the reflection. 



and «tt my .MSBpoiitioa is distorted fwin 
itself, Uiat fools; may Iwgfa and wisar 
mso, may pity jae. Hark> to the wliisspar 
as I pass alcuagr-tke ridioolt .tliat foU(\w»J 
Instead of admiration and renown now 
as I ride through the public street, my 
fair reward will be dwindled to pity and 
contempt! Ha! are you still before my 
eyes?'' he continues turning and gazing 
on Florimund, with a look of the most 
violent anger, ** Alligator ! (seizing him 
by the throat) I'll tear this frame of thine 
to countless atoms, and hurl them to the 
prowling wolf a prey ! — Hold ! what am 
I doing ? I that have advanced with cool 
intrepidity to the battle of thousands, am 
now carried away by individual provoca* 
tion — Shame on such conduct! am I not 
myself? — Death and confusion !" These 
last words he pronounced with dreadful 
violence, and rushed in frenzy from the 
apartment* 
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Florimnnd was so amazed, perplexed^ 
and lost at the excess of the Earl's con* 
duct, he became at his departure insensi- 
\Ae, and sunk to the grounds 
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CHAt.V. 

" Hence ev'ry sotind that's either toft or kind i 
<> for a wi^r, like that within my mind l" 

LANSDOWNr . 

" Thboght! busy thought! too busy for my 
peace P 

. ^TAi: domestics, I^orethe retam of 
Gunilda and tbe juvenile paip, bad wit« 
nessed the EarFs extraordinary change^ 
and attribnted it to. a malady of the brun 
arising from some other cause; this (as 
soon as they could with propriety) they 
communicated to the Hostess, who, with* 
out calliofip Adeliza. to accouqpony her^ 

x> A 



flew with the most tender anxiety to his 
apartment. 

On her arrival g^eat was her surprise 
to find Ethelbald absent and Flori- 
mnnd prostrate and motionless. In the 
act of endeayodriogf-ta'' raise and sup- 
port him, she was all at once thunder- 
strbok, hearing' tk« B!dy}'$ voiee without 
pronounc©-^*^ This shrfl hot suffice j I'll 
haire li full explanation." 

The door imoiediately fl^W/OpeA,. w^d 
me infuriate man appeared J on .his coun- 
teMn^fsi shame, rage, and jealousy — 
on her*s, alarm, not knowing what was 
Ihercoita; Ptormnind stdMiong: his hdid, 
iOMn^b&tOn^eiiiannii as li^bte^ibaih^liiil 
temfdes^ end€a.Vinirili|g»tQtito<ffrff bioiy and 
caqnired the eoibe lof luk Indiq^iti^li^ 
F Fittiin^ Grniildi wikb Flomnut)^; flit 
1^1 ^ftaMed Inipk WitUtedoui)Aed mmm-^ 
■bi*-f«^ Wkat nfctd liliv^ I of « fortlief 
fXflai|sti9ave^>ki iriuttoi^^ t^hipii^l^ '^ i» 

£ a 



there not anotiierl damoed proof b^re 
my. eyes? ^Hell and ftnries! can sudh 
thiu^ be? I cannot bear to think on 
4t, ahd yet tm nfike bf all endeavour it 
cvowds upon my brain. Ha! mdiered 
ail we are, still nmst We seek ahatlM^r sua» 
sbine; when we shonid rather moire inta 
the : cold shaiie 4f the lone chameUhogse 
iind iappotn^ ^ place whereon to l^y oar 
bones. Tke wrinkled hag will tieitt grow 
tBMotoiis^ and the yoiith that does not 
tmoklq to hep love must limp in lame^- 
ttess aifter thpongh the world, wrought bjr 
th^ imi powe^ of her witchcraft f FH 
stay «io4oager-«^i. cannot bear to loak^bn 
what I «6e*^0amnationf ^ 
' Ethell^d in this distrated state again 
disappeared ; such was Gunilda's astonish* 
ibi^ty'she'^nifeiirtood ifot the pttiport of 
tbelittle «ha heard of J^ii^ j^eth/ tmt^ wai 
iDetusfW^texity;^. '/i'^i .'^-^ i ;[ r t- a 
I: Fhritt^nd began Ufte^ik^^w^M^m 
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entered the room, to I^ira what was the 
matter^ haViag met the Etu*l in rage, as 
she passed along the gallery. 

*' Alas !" said Gunilda, ^ I am igno- 
rant of thJe cause of his disorder, and al«^ 
most of where I am ! — ^Adeliza, your arm 
for a support : I was made acquainted by 
my vassals, all was not nght. Entering 
this apartment in quest of my dear Lord 
(who was ever before more calm^ mild, 
and gentle) I found Florimnnd on the 
floor insensible, and the Earl departed : 
presently he returned, and mitr muring an 
incoherent speech to himself, again left 
^ room apparently in the most violent 
anger. — ^Ah! now it rucAies on me-~ 
Osric*8 prediction-— we are lost ! — we are 

lost r' 

As she uttered these words, she fell 
back on a conchy senseless^ as Florid 
mBnd had dime before. Though iio# 
Jtwake from the swoon in wfateh he had 
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b^eoy still ^very -thing was conftiftion, and 
nothings could he relate to Adeliza, be 
howev.er assisted in supporting Ghiniida. 

Again lE^thelbald made his appear* 
ance. ** I've lost the epistle/' he voci- 
ferates, ** and one of you have found it— 
it was the accursed proof. What is this 
I see, Gunilda now retired from herself 
—Aye, this new . passion creates such 
freakik for sport — where is the episde ? 
How; is.it yoatbreak mt my- la^partment 
thus ? You have found it and . 'twas 
policy to conceal it fr^om the world ; give 
H m^-^hiky^by the infernal powers i but I 
will have it, though it were buried in the 
very ininost comer of your heaart.** Seizt 
ing Florimund again — ^<^Stay! stay my 
arm! This lunatic^- diey say, foretels 
us what will happen — busy must be hi* 
brain /then :ndw, if it but teem as mine 
does with.whait diail come to pass— he 



G2 THE TOWBHS'OF UAXmmWefMlK 

can tell me of^tfae jscroH to<^? Howf k 
niaiitac dcyall i\m? ' Jumble 4>f abrardily •! 
No matter, iinder the cloak of darkness 
toaifhi I will adTentuife to his cave; 
ibare may be more m- this character,* thab 
we find in erery fool — ^yes, yes, I will 
away to night !'^ 

. He again retired, leaving the parties 
in grief iand' amazement; - By ihct assist- 
ance of glimulaiioii GnniMa recovered, 
and thej removed ftoan *tlie EwVd apar^ 
mioit* , . t «... 

. Flonlnand was rendired tvidy mise*- 
raible,;'a» wai^ Gntrilda'^ addAd^ixa in 
4he ^(ime cabiieraa Flortmund,>waa.almofit 
ilisti^cted ; bitppy.' w the nleming ap* 
peered; bow .MUe» now tiie change! 
They attributed it ^iSDroethiog wrong in 

r Ml without tbe castte ,iirafl.slmrt]y . dark 
en JSm^, whaD£aikdtt)8tld,'atftadedjby 
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only one of his Tassals, mounted his foami 
ing charger, and rode off to the cavern 
of the mysterious Recluse. 

The night proved one of those very 
lelnpestuous ones ivhich in the summer 
oftai succeeds sultry weather, from the 
air becoming foul and over-heated in par-* 
ticular places. " Violent thunder, lights 
^ing, and rain came on, and the wind 
hlew with such unusual violence, the 
fiarl smd his atteihdant could with diffi^ 
cttlty keep the saddle. 

Nothing tended to stay the inflattied 
imi^naiion. iof Sthelbald. . Ud bad at 
first been inclined to doubt what heitonti 
not help believing scarcely — ^the epistle 
— ^but immediately, after finding them to^ 
gether in his apartment — Gunilda bath* 
^ng FlpripiujidV, tempfe^; with ere^: frp- 
pea?ance; of tjb^ .tend^ilt 9J9EectiORr-TS^ 
h^ .0^9 iMe«sibiUty ^lUfceeding, jX .^iNa^ 
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firmed him in an opinion all was foul as it 
represented itself. 

They 8oon came within sig-ht of the 
mouth of the cave. Ethel bald perceived 
the inside lighted by the means of a fire 
kindled in the middle, around which sat 
six persons regaling themselves; the 
sights from the reflection of the blaze, on 
iheir pallid faces, half covered with beard, 
at first struck him with surprise; they 
heeded not the storm without, nor had 
they closed the entrance of the cave for 
shelter, but seemed a collection of beings 
unused to the luxury even of those tnm-* 
times. 

' " And stubborn as the mettle were the men V^ 

Ethelbald concluded be was right in 
his conjecture of there being something 
extraordinary in the character of Osrie^ 
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and feared he had been remi^, in grant* 
ing him the privilege of remaining there 
so long« 

This was a time to discover the myn^ 
tery, but their number was superior, and 
their appearance too rugged to allow of 
being accosted at hazard. The Earl 
was a stranger to fear, but still did not 
like to run headlong into danger; he 
therefore questioned his follower, Harold^ 
what he thought of the scene now before 
him? 

Harold was one of those fellows that 
might be compared to the cocoa nut : he 
had a rough outside, but the milk of 
human kindness flowed within his breast ; 
though he had followed his noble master 
to the wars, it had not hardened his heart, 
but greatly improved his courage; he 
possessed a quick apprehension and a 
sound judgment in things; and as he sel- 
dom appeared over merry, so be was 
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never knowa to b^ sad ; Mis greatMl 
prida wa» to . perforin good actions^ and 
to be at peace aiid harmony with ererg^ 
one aronnd him. . 

^^ Tb^gli it 19 not fop me to enquire 
what brought us on >a visit ta the cave^ 
mc\ a dteadfvd i%h|t aa this^" he:rqiliai^ 
{at that moment .1^ peal 'of thunder bursts 
ing that seemed to-shake the very fbundai- 
tien of the globe) ^* y^t it appeai^^ by what 
I cpt^perceivejtthe piiq^e of dnr ooynibg 
is defeated. You can, my Lord, 'hav0 
no* opportunity of conv^*sing dr perhaps 
seeing the mad wretch that inhabits' the 
cave, whilst it is taken possession of, by 
the rugge^ guests we behold. ProbaU^ 
they are strangers, journeying ; through 
these parts, and have put in there for 
shelter, having previously secured and 
bound the melancholy being that first 
claimed it as a residence, if so, Ihere i^ no 
danger in advanioyig ; but ofi tho: qtbor 



hand, shoald tbey^ be a- l^nd of i^b^rs^ 
mK, to two of as, my iLord^ will be latfaer 
warm work." 

'* No matter/' crie9 the disturbed Harl^ 
ttk policy forsaking him, ^ &ey must- be 
afl( yoit coii^'ectiir^d first, sfafiuigers iind 
pilgriitois travelling this wii)^-^^ui i?ri»* 
they robbers, wizards, or devils, and the 
j^nraged tempet^rt to redouble over pm 
heads, 1 will accost them!" 
/ ^Holdl iiold, my Lord! Kad you 
not better stay till I return ivith others of 
the. household armed, thajt we m^iy ^p^ 
proat^ them iu security ?" . 

/^ Confusion light on th<^e who talk of 
fear!" he exdaimas, his irritated brain 
having wrought him up. to a temporary 
madness. '^Come oo> we'll meet them 
boldly^*' 

So saying, he rode foirwftvd to the 
mouth of the cave, Harold closely klUbvfh 
wgf that he would not suIIjf a promise he 
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had often made to the Earl, ** to foUotr 
him through danger, wherever he adven* 
tured/' thongh this sbrt of caprice might 
have exculpated him« 

" How how, you midnight revellem!*? 
cries Ethelbald; ** what do you here? 
Where is that thing of mystery, that re« 
cluse, who divines the wonders that shortly 
are to come to pass — 'tis him that I 
would question ?*' 

To this hasty sali^tation of the EarVs, 
one of ;those, who were regaling them* 
selves, arose to make reply. He was 
tall, robust, and muscular, from the ap* 
pearance of his arms, that were bare 
nearly to the shoulder; on his breast and 
thighs he wore the remnants of a suit of 
armour that exhibited some remains of its 
having once been emblazoned with green 
and silver ; and was equipped for riding, 
with a huge pair of spuris, though no 
horses were to be seen. > There was ope 
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iMug de&oted him to be different from 
the rest in degree; they were aU with 
their visages imcovered, whilst the uppet 
part of his countenance was concealed 
beneath a sabk iron mask; he was armed, 
fiod over all, when he pleased to throw 
it across him, he had a long black 
cloak, his heard was Irough, and his ap* 
pearanoe to any one, but the hfdf'^der 
ranged Sari, ia every respect terrible. ' 

Throwing his cioak carelessly over his 
arm, he thus answered, ^^ Whoever you 
are dismount with your attendants, ^ntef 
the cayem, and p^irtake our wholesome 
cheer. The night's tempestuous,' and 
you, doubtless, seek a shelter ; go forth 
one of you, and tie their horses under th^ 
cover of yon trees with our's; come^ 
venture in, and I can speak with you 
freely." 

The horses were led away— ^the E!arl 
entered the cave with a finn undafiRted 



(tb&p*, -iMt Harold' >had hdf a mind to 
break Sns pfomide on this oooafiMn, meant 
bk, steedi and ride baok to the eastle. . 

<^ As to the bekkg- yoo speak of, we are 
i^orant to Jieliote yea aHude," 'contimiei 
the wie<in tiie4ron mask, makingf^aigtuk to 
bis aflBooiatesi as the'Barl aatraneed t^ the 
lights *tliet prooeeded from the ifire tfa^ 
had kihdkd ; '^f there was no one hen 
when we arrived, we msseljr .pitiitt for 
shelter till 1^ inry xjtitke squall was oirer, 
and-^(catching the ^eateres of Ethel-* 
bald from the refleetion of the liame) — 
^< by hell it is my enemy, smd my vic- 
thnV* 

This in a momefit he eommnnicated to 
bis fellows, and tlie other soon returned 
who had taken charge of the horses; he 
theti g!atve> several directions by signs, 
and solicited the Earl to partake of their 
cheer.' • • 

•* I know -not who you are,'* relies 
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fithelMd^i^'' but for eni^e | MMl;forgot 
ttiy dignity 4sA join in y<ttr Mvdry^ 
the parj^osd of my erraaid is at aa end^ 
and tbe extraordinary being I inquired 
«fter peiphapsy smUing at tiie'fofked ligbt^ 
liihg as it siiiveiv in suiiderilie mcmaii^ 
of tke iforest-^no * matter ; « heno i'H: !re^ 
gale till/tiie storm is tyvcr, and ihoi mkiirR 
toiiuy oastkJ' 

' f^\ikre you sutie of tjnt?** tajs the 
otlMr toOiiniBettl Tfam tomitig tei iBthek 
biAd, in xnattlyitbne he observed^ '^tbon^ 
yen dd nbt nor csninot know me^ my 
Xiords I know you well, have fen^ht by 
yboi!«id»'.m<Mre itban onee in; die sferdgg^ 
ttf intaisfioii agaiast onr <throne taA ooqn* 
by, and . hops^ reasoDB to reoiembtlr yoa 
Ibatmay one iday be rayenlsfl f \ Yodtalk 
of forgettbg your dignity; knoW then 
fa> ypnr oonlnrimi -we ai^e^ ontk^vs^ and do 
iHt>heeQ:y)€ffiir gseatniMs, butitdjpanish \tk 
(Bbiaai butja^pabtiof' the bandioT >xhioh I 
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mn appwrted captain; save uipn99€rvipg 
order ai^d g^oed wUl, I hold oiynelf ; ^very 
iway tkeir equal, nor would I wouod the 
feelinga of any one through a con$ciOofih 
«eB» of my superwriitf. Pitiful arrogapce 
for man to hold his head erect abosre hi* 
feHow man, because, he ia richer in posk 
sesHons! the man superior in mind and 
great achievements, alone canatand excuse 
ed for such ptesQmption ! Bespeotiiig' the 
divination, of wonders that' are to come to 
pass, as far as concerns the events: of this 
night, I can foretel ; you will not vetaini 
to your castle! we are mysterious. age&tSf 
, employed against, the dignUjf you spoke 
of, and it is our business to set all thxnga 
on a level. — Fear not the storm, my I^old 
associates," he concludes^ '^ to horse, and 
away!" . 

' Etbelbald and his follower attempted 
to draw their swords and defend tiiem* 
aelves, but were immediately secured, 



gigged^ and bound to their horses ; the 
captakk moonted his, the rest pursued the 
example, and they made off with all 
speed, through the violence of the 
storm, towards the wildest depths of the 
forest f j,^ ^q^^ j^^. 
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" Yen, it is he— it is my ^ctim^— Now kt ny am 
strike firmly^ w palsies -wither it for ever." 

Thb castle which liad for Ihe motft part 
been an asyhun ler domestic happiness, 
was now a sceneof 4MNiA]sioD beyond de» 
scription« Oonilda ^nsas #verwhebned 
with grief and ajaim ist the Bari*s dqwr* 
ture. Florimond and Addiea wem ahnost 
heart-broken at their hapless fate, Jostat 
the moment they were abeut to lode up to 



mm for bis consent to their )iap{>mes89 oc^ 
bnrrenccis Hiey We^e ig^orAQt of had to^ 
tsHy pwvented it, and plUBged them iMK 
a double misery ; whilst the domestics rail 
about in artonishtbeiity wpudeitmg tirhat 
was the cause of savih aii tmlooked for 
change. 

One thing very remarkable had oeeur^ 
ed to Florimund since he left Hie EailV 
apartment. Having to speak to some one 
or other of the vassals, he by chance en« 
countered one of the nunstrels before al* 
laded to^ when what was his astonishment 
to imtfgine- he discovered the very same 
voice he had heard addressing the odier, 
wrapped in the dark mantle, as he was 
taking Jns^renii^ walk under the castle; 

He wddd fain have questioned him, but 
there was no proof: again, he concaved 
limself iUiberalto think so, and that it 
cdold not be } besides, mystery, like the 
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vig\\i did 99t Ibipklaa on . hiiuerb^ "weft tdo 
li^achjsrpbaiTasaed for^ tiie eiiqairy-*raU 
WSfl fgri^>; perplexity, and diMppolAt* 

: <, friirbirsiQdf . i (lor^ that was Ihe . ruffian 
fapti^in's name^} ^nd h^ desperate band, 
with the Earl and Harold were now far 
Ibdv^nc^d into the forest. The ptorm 'Was 
tremendous* [ Presently he c^mimapded 
them t(y halt; ^ ai^d caps .le^e drown .oyer 
the ^ce of Eth^lbald and his unfortunate 
ff41ower, that they might have no clue to 
r^memhr^ce, whither tbey went ;&0oi) 
afteff. tbe^ airived at ther.end <^ this tism^ 
pe^tnpusjoifffteyi L^dyMving^ d^scalkdr 

^v and :P« V *l^ '^ lH^^H ; th© ' cfcps »w«^ 
tak§^ pff} ;th?y.: .W/er^ r^kasedriiidhd 
Etfaelb^ld fpmtdiiimiHBlf in a'kibfrtiipaeibus 

; Fir<3pi; jJ|p^ tpp G^.4ht9 sttllWiTAtl&^^ 
a ;Iaiiip yvM suspend^ Hvhich threw a fight 
every where around; in the middle a 
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large oak table, at which ^satse^efoL more 
of the banditti, some asleep^ others drinks 
ing ; and about on the craggy sides of the 
cave hung the weapons, hehnets, and Old 
pieces of armour they wore for - theiif 
defeaice. ' ' ■'*' • 

^^ It seems we are at home at-4afift my 
Lord," says Harold, '' snug enouglw 
From this I learn the folly of making rash 
promises, and mbre the nonsense of abid- 
ing by them. Had I uiA swovn tO' ibll6w 
yoa through every danger' this wotfM not 
have been my lot ; but therie^ #e must en*^ 
deavour to take it as patiently as we can, 
and trust to fortune for the rest ; when( 
two: men go oat together in danger, they 
oo^t to stick byi eadi other, ininy mi^) 
let the consequences fall out as they 
may." *^ 

" True, Harold," replies the' Earl, 
'* and the sovereign^and hi!i vassal, suffer-^ 



-^ 
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ing under calamity ^ may soon 4lisooverf 
as you have done, they alike are but 
men.** 

. *' Nay, pardon me, my Lord,, indeed L 
meant knot; for the wretch who woidd' 
trample on his superior because he is in 
misfortune ia unwortli^ the name o^ a 
man** 

'' Harold, my follower, yon are, indeed^ 
my friend," returns Ethelbald. 

^VCome^ come, arrange yourselves/^, 
comttfands Furbrand, as be seated himself 
at the head of the table, still concealed 
under the iroii mask ; *^ put the flaggon 
round s^id let's be jovial. Here,*' address* 
tng; himself to the Earl, << ypn behold iny 
^figmfy — here we have riches, and feast 
ourselves in abundance ; hot no princely 
decorations in our palace^ or ostentatioft 
ijft oar hearts ; we despise the world and. 
all its ecclesiastical opinions. Yet was ( 



bof II m honour, and have followed the d6« 
i^oai kAQ the house of prayer ; the out* 
wmrAy devoaf, for all within was foul/ 
base aud'debeitiid : the world has wearied 
Uftwith its doplici^j here we are firm 
and sincere, sworn to revenge the injuries 
we aotay Teceir^^ etttn unto death.-' ^' 

^Tber Earl and Harold were now de^ 
priced of their arm9. Bthelbald agaiir 
WUKmglit hunof the leader having' re«- 
eogMted his person/tc^thiM* with the sin* 
fpdiut' exjM'CflBioiMr that acicHinJpan^ his- 
|lfoii0«alGiag it, therefore partook of their 
heiwragfO' in silence. 

"Hirold ha^ng niOre policy, inade a ae-* 
cret sig^ to theBarl, and pretended to di^r 
from htm altogether. He knew there was a 
pctaifoility of their situation being better- 
ed ; as such, thought the best pku^ would" 
be to nue^t them at first upon their owir 
terms, and thus began : — 
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- " Why, really ffe^tl^aaep, yow p»|iii«i.f 
pl«&^,seeHi, in my <^ji4pp,to be.MnAO^ 
t^p woi?;t, aad provided I was 9ot ^tm 
to the service of my present lc(rd and' 
infister, I do not know wb^er X ^kanld. 
not propose to join yoii." _ . ; ; ' » 

'* We must k^^w qmcji rf jHBKn/.':i|p]>ih^ 
ceedstlfce C^pt^in, '* b^f«w yonvooiklbe 
sidmitted ta tbat honour ; t}iink iiot^ .after 
isrhat lY^/ h$y^ been 4tiV0t|i .to esq^icsmilti^' 
tb^t we W^ predutous. . Hea^y isd^ 
bare been mymffmng^rj^.lf^ w ^or^tfi 
spinetiwes trifle^ wi^b !)» preyi >th«t ber 
may next devour it with ipor^ ¥4>nicity^ M 
I hereafter will glut on m^^ Mbidi lelse 
I could immediately devow/* . ] . » 

'< So as you do not mean tode.Vi<^ m,\, 
returned H^old^ ''no doubt but w^ shaU 
in time become very good icon^pany. I 
like your habitation amazbgly c r every: 
thing about it looks so beautHiiUy. fright^ 
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M, esp^oiatly ilk^ senll' and bon€s yoil 
have nailed at tketop of the table/' . 

" Aye, . there you may see we look 
death in the facemorniDg noon and ii%)it. 
Death, simply death, is nothing in itself; 
the beiag* who can isdict the severest iii- 
suits on a great and noble mind, despoil it 
of honour, gloryv fame, (not to mention 
love and vast possessions,) but because he 
is sanctiQiied and secnred by power and 
i^gal shelter, deserves not death ahme, 
but death with torture. There sits the 
object of my mortal^ hatred," pointing to 
EtlielbaJd, ^ and hp, shall feel the pd Wet 
of iny vengeance— i-lhere is the victim I 
would dcvouiMand there the wretch who 
one day shdF know in dfrei^t horror; the 

M!o»*^ of ihir privations.'^ . f '' 

' ' 'JPhe EAfl;* starting from his seat/ Was 
aboof to ^ddre^s the mitfci^dt in th^ sable 
:,\^ b^ forlift^ it upob p^n bt i4t- 
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stant death ; though he would kaire been 
sorry to have 9eeii the blow struck that 
must have prevented him from prolonging 
his torment on his victim » 

<' If it be so/' cries Harold^ (first press* 
ing his foot on the BarFs, under the tabloi) 
** I do not see why I should be punished 
for another's transgressions^ therefore, my 
Lord^ if you choose to be g^lty of all these 
faultii for your own amusement you ought 
to suffer for them by yourself- In return 
for bringing me into such vile disgrace^ I 
renounce your service and desert your 
cause* There is something bold and io- 
dependent in the life I see before me, and 
I should like to become a member of so 
noble a calling : rather than have what is 
called my liberty again, if the Captain 
will not receive me into the numberi here 
will I fall and die by my own hands/! 
Then taking up a flask, he loudly con* 



dlidei witiit <^llly bntTe tents Bliccessis 
Bapiae;* ' 

. AU wuft nleoce at firsfc— after a pause 
the cavern resoQiidefl with peals of laughs 
ter — ** Here is a hop-o*-iny-thtiinb fellow 
for yon/* 'exclaims one of the robbers, 

** After that fine speech he will do/* 
cries another. 

'^ Not for our trade exactly/* adds a 
third.: ■-• ! r/, ^ • 

f^^Did he think to trap did birds so 
easily^'* continues a fonrtL 

;«< He has called in at the wrong time/' 
says another:; and so it went on, till the 
jDhptain ! took . .up the flaggoii and pro^ 
nounced again^. >* Rapine/' when the re» 
pdiittftti of the word^ from his followers^ 
idiodc the cavern to its base. 
- ** You jttay now perceive otn* firmness 
Mid sincerity/'; advanced Fnrbrand, <* we 
are aeitlMr to be dtq^ nor sh*ken« 
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Tbste site xii}fdeadfy< hate/ and iMg'^Wift 
he suffer, before I remove this barrieniNikC 
my hroWy iotell hiDl>:i;dwIiani^ reoount 

StfaelHald again aoose ia ipeakllmt vmk 
f!(i!bididea. i .'.;,.;* -^ 

Rising from his seat, the mJbbcr cdn«* 

tinaied^ ^V I int^fidti; . to-; hava had ydur 

dignity in my power shortly, but not'Sd 

eeoa r i iUo#by er ^ tm iGrte Im x>rdkitied it,' so 

let it be. Nolitng^ I kiicnr,i.aoul9 sine 

^GXk hojfkmy hiliidi ibuk stiperiitttiifal ttid, 

sittdj &rt]Hidtfil]l» fer nleiyou hairenerev 

«0if»iikfid it. That you may hid assotedl 

-ma ybKw ehraiypakfl ^tflt^iii my T&Dsagt^ 

i Andk ^tei the seciek; and: luidiiBtiitbc^ 
pleasures of. JSdrsi&inid: :and!2 GilniidBiI^ 

3kdaiUi]^rae mkimsfS^^rh'iis^ tjMeXf^ s^at-* 
«d 'hiiniMiW J^9M)W4N>!ii»moW.lmS»^ 
oS iiat Vkm 1(«i|gfiefiMtiid, aid>i^dpi«i 



1^ 
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4^63 tbe tfattl€MsnQiake,.(thi^ igofiiies of his 

. : < ]i}theIbald^^<4^als twn ir^h a thoiisand 
genafftJQiwrj i|ut * U& fiolfewery instead of 
despairmg^ Jbcdced' forward .with k hope^ 
hef .imnld yet deviise' some sort of plan for 
their escape. / 

They were next conveyed to different 
paifts ^f the/ fiaTi& for confinemetptt^ and 
eireryd^ybTougfatioaf to-be tonoiettted with 
tbOMfts<>ai»L'taiintia9 i^peeehes.!' Harold^ 
tamkcontiwibi floliditation;. day aifter ds^^ 
to* beadmitted'into their bandy had id a 
gveat meaioira won upon theoiy. aid :a 
thonght, inither end^ qo^uced to hinithtit 
pvohned effectddlv , He proposed^ tC-jtfaey 
VMiidiet hiflu joiiiwl^efl^ td prti/fAhisiafm 
faitentions,' he. would ^ in the. first place 

Ivafii iliotiilikejgniiiii jkhmt'«f . his« deatb oak 
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This at last banished all scrapie^ 
and Harold was received into the disso- 
lute bandy without the task beings exacted. 
We have before mentionedi. h6 was amaa 
of penetration and judgment, but it eosk 
him time, and the most earnest entreaty^ 
and ingenious cunning imaginable, before 
he could accomplish this. 

After haying been out several nights^ 
armed and accoutred like the rest, he was 
left with six others, one evening, to watch 
at the cave. - As usual, the old rbugb Mk 
table supported their brawny arms, and 
die liquor went merrily round. By one 
of those fortunate, but trivial circum* 
stances to appearance, which has oftea 
won or lost a battle, saved or overthrown 
a nation^ events took a change^ Harohl 
jhad in his pocket a small bottle he teok 
feom an old friar> oontaimng a quantity of 
liquidi distilled from certain flaw6r% 



TBEB T0WB8S OF KATSNIWOUI. 87 

• 

vbich he infomied Huoldt vouU make 
him sleep^ naming at the same time the 
quantity. It came to his torn next, to fill 
the flaggon, ¥7hich he did not fail to drag 
highly » and in a short spade the influence 
of Somnus ecMnpletely oyeipowered hi3 
stubborn and robust companionsw 

Finding they were in profound sleep, 
he dropped on his knee and returned 
thanks to heaven, then rising* flew, to the 
rdief of the Earl. 

. He soon found means to break asunder 
the stronig chain that secured the '"door of 
that pJEul of the cavern which confined 
him* Ethelbald at first could not believe, 
die evidence of his own senses j but, as 
no time was to be lost, Harold hurried 
him on« Suddenly they heard a noisie at 
the other end of the eave, and feared it 
was the Captain and the rest returning; 
but on Harpld's gomg to investigate, it 
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^Kimonh^ atm qf :tfae.six hai' AHea from 
bik Mflil^ fwdbr the table; ke* was still 
$isll6C|>,' and fa»oriiig> like a^worn-pttt pil^ 
grim. 

Th^: armed theaiselves, lowunted two 
of the best horses Ithat w^eve in the caye> 
and bidding adieu to this half poisoned 
wretches at the taUe, ascended. Once 
more the Earl was allowed to breathe 
the wholesome ^ir. *Alas1 for what? 
but to return to the eastle more mise^ 
rable than evets^firnily assured of Plo- 
rinmnd's tireaeheiy, and an aged wife^s 
dishonour. • 

. No sooner escaping' the horrors of 1^ 
cave, than tho ^* green-eyM monster/* 
jealousy^ assayed him dgain, sttfd- his 
brain onee^ttioi^ becomes the seat of wild 
and extravagant thought.' 
: Haixild took especial care so to remark 
thQ ilpqt, and; thk cowse ot^the fbrest^ as 



I 
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to know how to find the cave again ; but 
it was not till morning they could dis- 
cover in what direction to make for 
Ravenswold. Suffice it to say, they 
arrived there safely in the course of the 
day. 
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CHAP. VIL 

** Cto tlus be sot 

Or have we eaten of the inraneroef * 

That take» Ike leason prisoner 1*^ 

SHi^KBPBARB. 

^ And I bare no counsellor^ no friend with whom^^ 
I may advise.'^ 

COLMAK*. 

Harold \ras enjoined to secrecy of 
what bad transpired to tbein^ though be 
was still in the dark as to the occasion of 
the EarVs proceedings 3 and Ethelbald- 
thought it best that so he should remain. 

Gunilda, Florimund, and Adeliza, had 
all of them separately endeavoured to 



discover what it was that thus afflictedT 

him ; but his behaviour, when they pre» 

Mnted themselves, was so extravagant^ 

they found it expedient to retire. ^ 

ivas perplexed, enraged, and 
3tracted with jealousy; and Ho* 
ingratitude, as he conceivied i^ 
Ills distress. Had Ounilda been 
of yoBth her conduct would 
astonished him, but athev 
^ thought it intolerable, 
^^an to meditate revenge on Flo- 
Hnd a dreadful punishment on 
*^^ain his heart revolted at the 
^ and he was lost how to proceed* 
^mnidst of these disturbed reflec* 
^ he moved about the castle. Us 
„ . struck with aiaruK 
he was wounded at his great neg- 
V^lie business that conco*ned the 
^^ spoke of it much^ and it was 



tfterefore, nbivTeceived for certain, to be 
the pccftsioQ of his disquietude. 

. AboTe all, the first thing to be attend^ 
ed to was the cavern^ and . the drea^fnl 
ihreats of the undaunted wretch^ who had, 
witK his band^ taken lip their abode in it. 
What was became qf the prognosticator^ 
Osric, he could not conceive, but suppos« 
ed he had fallen a prey to them at their 
enthrlncei ; at all events he appeared no 
more atthecaveu . ': 

Harold wa» at leligtbi commanded to 
the Earl's presenocv He had during hisf 
absence, b^en closely questioned by 6u« 
mhki, ii^dc^d by every' one,' from first to 
last^ throughout the. castle) ^ wb<BLt vt witil 
s6;tcotifaled the EarilP''^ bttt;< a» be kniaw 
nothing, nokhii^ could he relate; hadhe 
beeo acquainted \i(ith every cit^cum^sTtaitee, 
it Woiild have be^ just as<close from their 
]nvestigaticBi« - ♦ ' / ^ : 
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<< Summon my Tlissak tQ the dittory/- 
ci'ies IBthelbaMf ^' left thelu be equipped ; 
Vi^e*!! to the icavem instantly. ShcMild we 
surprise the daring horde, it will then be 
xny. turn to taunt, for tiaie. epprobricms 
thteais I waa confined to beir. . Oh KthiKt 
their numbers v^ere 6quaJ?>witii outi^AeI 
Ethelbald might vent %id ra^efnj[>oh\their 
heads^ or'fitatd in death, ardeaie/£ir ttti 
base )9ebey of liie ^sinking syeaidb.'' ,>'»init 

^< ^tti^armlvaid nn^an^Jt' ^trosifaoiiir^tU 
cty.[' Tid.castie ieviory'nvifaere in !alfi4^nii 
aild.none iint tbe ^El^arli and HwoU bs« 
quainl^^with the' cansk ^^^-Tite^piAettuiin 
iv&^^oviii; th^ tniitipct;iomd6d|>9ttd>Aik 
me» ia asubi'hppekreA ot»*flie htiiffii i '^ ^v 
X EIorlniuftd^.ati'thiei^odhdi'tof^theritlQtei 
{jieiyNitartidd lip, tas: does the hbnter ^wliian 
the bugle calls, and with an eagehielRi>bd^ 
thiilg d^oUr^tMoi, :hiusJtilylMS[ghl;tthe 

} mdteti^lHUself athitfeet;^^^^ 
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Mm i — ^* Is it possible, my Lord, 
an lexpe^itioii sh^yM be ttitrs far on foot 
and Fiori^uiid not to know of it P He, 
who within a canip bas passed the 
yosnger meamre ^ his ^ays till now. 
W^r was .'his delight whenever his 
txritabrf called, thoogfa peace best 
accorded witili the hnmanlty of his bosom. 
By ileed of arms, my Lord^** he con* 
tinnes, ^' I was raised to the giory of your 
favoar here; danger I have ever followed, 
and when so many yentnre out in. glitter* 
iBg array to meet it, mmrt; Florimond be 
ebmpdled to jsenik within the caslie and 
fa6da£M c^iward, perfcnrbe ? TJbe god of 
war forbid ! Let me be clad in arnuh— > 
let me call f<Ntih my Gharger-«4et me go 
out and shiore the £Eite of the noiUe 
Etbelbald.'* 

The Barl» with a look of lAiagled ibry 
and contempt, broke from the aspiringr 
ffM^ widi^mft rejply. He still followed 
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kk solif3it|Ltipns dl^tsdning Ethelbald by 
rol|^9 who $tt Lfsjt thrj6w_bim from him to 
thft giroiiAfl, mounted:. Jus ateed^ sxd 
499|ninandiAg; his vassals to foUow. himp 

. ^ f' J[s,it for tju> I IftM follgwed arniis ?? 
asks t^:lre9r47)»^qn^4^d^4^al;J|ofl^^^ 
'^ Is it for this that I liayf lain in the opi^ 
fields — suffered privation— fought against 
|K)WfKfi4i;od4^^preserved ^ life, and 
^W^.W!f^^}4^^f^MJ^.^or a blow? 
— Hide me wliere liirht never broke upon 
the ejrer^liide me fcomr the remembrance 
isf jthe defd })]0r $^k^ me |ivith a resolution 
to revenge this open, this apparent shamef 
^rr'^J^ lufffmg^u jfeounded, and. my fame 
A^done!.- Q]^;:| ^IdeU^a, hapless is our 
£^^ifo|;'lmust leave you, andseeksome 
^yUier.slbs^tjfr ; I never could remaiiit under 
ibe^foof 4dr one^ who had raised mie to an 
Mifaience^ ;^ jblaxe of admiration, ojAy 
to be i^ji^ed from its smaiut amid the 



9j$ ^tsfiS'oWfiiuitiOCUAViiKsrvrdiA; 

Bust OT disgrace.' 'What have I done to 
IneHtit?- "What' is' k ^^ttis offends ^ii 
JBarl ? and wli^ce isf thednt this eiSp^i* 
tioii'P-^ltSadiiess all l->^Then let 'tile liOt 
be rash, for rashness neitherbetokehs <tO^ 
rag^ itor triMlotti>^I^ ibni^'' kiiair iiibre 
l^e{b)ee'ik^S]^(il^l'wlll %ail >fli^ iletiirti 
6f (jBtiielbild, atfd for'that ptii^of^ i^m^iH 
adk{teiricla«l still;" ■''-: ■> ■•i > -I'i i 
■ ' He^ad no sootier r^ach^'^th^'iffllciHd^ 
of'^e casl3e,'thln-)b^ Wa^ i^^itsa' M 
Hiieiid Ghnilda. '6h^ W -^eittfeds^^ 
bectin'ence feotn the S^Mb^bf het> kpk^ 
mbtiti and' 'wasM»i^iJx(tts"^-I^b#'ttk 

!n^ ad^ded; «"da'^^pli^, «'fieo^§ 
i^brant, ^ he- V^asbfliei' Lord's malfi^, 
for the iB^rl li^libl 'lifted :a^^O»cl^ 
indieated- his Te^^dii^.» ^^ The retoOlKibfidfc 
biP^eblbW «^ had t%c^(), «hat iGd«iffiS», 
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ky renewed his grief and ibdigna^<m, and 
he declaimed against it in a beboming 
manner before them. i . ' 

In the midst of this burthen of his grief 
the fair one retired to weep; :'Q-uniIda 

comm-erated with him, hayingr 
warm in the interest of the Earl, since 
abode in the castle. Towards the end of 
his speech, wishing strongly to impress 
certain truths on 4he mind of Gonilda, he 
threw himself on his knee to make pro- 
testation, in which posture he was dis^ 
covered by Wolfred, the EarFs younger 
brother, who, devoid of ceremony, enter* 
ed the apartment. 

Flprimund arose confused ; the U|%ex« 
pected.pi'esence of one he had never seen 
before, thus suddenly darting upon them, 
deprive^ hia\. of the necessary presence 
of mind j and , bowing to Wolfred in the 
greatest agitation, he retired^ leaving Gu-» 
nilda to expliain. i 

VOL. r, F 



46 7I9» vowsssror ratkwbw^oo^ 

fTertod it witk SLuigmficaat frown, seeoH 
ed to forbode an addition to tbetr cakuw* 
Ijr. Wolfrcd was one of tiioM men who 
cooU pat It fake eolooring on the actions 
•f olfacvs, whilst he «ver studied, though 
versed in ill, to represent a fair side to his 
own» 

- He was tail in stature, well proportion* 
ad,and his coontanance fof the sallow hue) 
ap|){eai*ed to be the seat of dark and po» 
tent mystery. Huge wbaskers, half cover- 
ing his eheeks, and nrastacbios of the 
most fenM»oas trim, added to his tei^rifio 
person. Over his right eye wasi a deep 
scary partly concealed by the sable ringlet 
that dra{]f>ed upon his forehead, and an* 
other on die left check. His hair, which 
fell in short curls behind, and on his 
shoulders, resembled the darkest jet. HS^ 
eye^browa were rugged; his nose long 
and somewhat thin, cheek bqaesppMu* 



(^pey bfoi an efe tttstt 1r«illd'lka«i6 fiim-> 
«d th^ bMUisky «iidi 0Uift«d it fft>« itt 
j^ltoM. H^'kaid ft gsHS ctf tifee Ittofti 

iumtLty tetiipfefi Add iHi«ii hti WdA Mm 

iatan's/ wh^ fi^M he r«di!;1i^ tli« «8Mll 
t« ptit6 witli belfeb Mfkld the iviUks of 
Fatttidii^e. Wi^ All this stMetttblag^ bf 
extraordinary features, he ha^Vllve didsU 
tf tddttotj -«tf ^ «iW6d^) dutd ti^iild in> 
^tiAt6 Mmietlilsto tii»6pitAtfA 6{aMoiti 
Atiy behigf, b€) ibdad' ooiild ba rendered 
iMlyitfe i« hife ^tf 'ti$^, wbieh'Were ^&ne-i 
ftllly likd liittvself^niia^tl^ o^ evU. *' 
^'^<S^3d«^'faft«r b«^in^ Wiettionied WoP 
fi^ id the eddt]e, c^pIaMied the «ituatibfr 
and circumstances in question, expresisingi 
£W':i8»i^ tt^'thb ^'EmYS A(iaifiu^^add'^e< 
^if«ba!t«)ie>>sIio(fld ti<eat^i«h' ^mlene^ 
h&'kXmimpiii'iann, whi^iiad'^iMiie i^^ 

r 2 
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' r. *^ It'gri^v^ m^ mucV said ^e insi^i.*: 
cm-yffQlfreAi.*^ afi^r the account you havfe 
gilreBt B&e of the noble spirit aod courage 
oC.^the stripibng. Foi^et yonr digoity for 
Wf9e/H)?f noble sister, pursfie the boy .and 
bring;. him back to me; lwif)h.tp ba^e 
s0.iiie <^<)nterdatk>n ^with him; What i 
ihall hereafter, advise may be the means 
^ qmetiUff all- parties 'and rendering my* 

. r Gunilda foJJtoii^ the.ai^ ^tl^th>ns 
of Wolfred, ^and he' was left to reflect and 
contrive as might best. Serve his eftids; 
that he had some purpose M if)evf:.bisi 
wiles imjplied, though not to'be s^n'tgii 
Guiiilda; — ^his face was as the. serpent's 
skin, glossy from the warmth of its ve- 
noifi* 

*/'I arrived a| a' most f0rtijnate:9psif/^. 
he obsi^rves/ with an inward and.. |ipalig^ 
nant satisfaction. '^ My visit here isf of 
some importance^ ^d tbese evcaats may^ 
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serve to aid my only half-formed project; 
The boy is handsome ; my brother, though 
he has numbered more years than myself^ 
neither thinks or acts as I do ; and my 
sister, poor weak woman, perhaps, is 
growing foolish in her old days ; at dl 
events I met the girl Adeliza in tears^ 
whidb sprang^ no doubt, from a jealou^ 
betwixt them. Whether all this be so or 
not, there is at least a fine field given me 
to sow my insinuations, and let my brotlM* 
reap the best he <^an by his reflectionsi 
Whilst he lives my pride is suppressed, so 
is my love for Adeliza — her firther in hn 
last fiiemeints, having fofbade JSthelbald 
to besfiiw her hand on me ; and iwl^kh 
sfanplf ng; this fl^imund^ as he is cfdled j 
no doubt I encounter a rival — perdittoof 
seize them both i For tiiongh I am, as it 
were, sinking in the valley of years, I 
burn wit^ a desire for Adeliza, and no« 
thing but my brother's domains can ev«r 
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f^^fy my Siiubition. I ^.m at pregent qn«^ 
determined wJ^at plan to pursue — all is 
couiwioia — so m^ch of matter that maj 
Mp my pwpose liei^ before me ; yet ii^ 
t}ie midst of my arrangements I n^ay b^ 
interrupted by the return pf tihe hostess 

a«d her yoQ«K pivatmwir-^That moA 
not 1ie«-^'U 4«pftri ft»n> beace^^bii^ 

luFjlwithw? IM me ficwsides^— I'll urgf 

S»y li^rother OD to W jesiOTOef tWa neser 
f nyrr^rav him APd Qimiya idtio jt sitqfk 
tijk>0 thai m^j ^psore whAl K a^i^ftuce**^ 
q^ur Stbelbald's aged blood m to tvff^g!^ 
FT^Jnthe event the Jeter (oe^mysiperishi 

|pQ««^^s^ from wUf^ fipwft r/;A<^vei:Hi9, 
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^ I obey my. liovd/* rriwM Oefftkl^ 
bowing 'his gny locks atid Mtie body 
almost to the groaikU He was a whim« 
sical old vassal, borderiDg on a state of 
second cfaiklliood, and bad spent seversl 
yean of seirktide in the cartle before it 
came into EtheUbaUTe {kossessien; Foi 
the more particular trails m his diaratter 
we beg leate to refer oor readers lo What 
they may find of Inas* hereaifsef» ' ^^ i 
ebey^ he repeats; ^ bat cbd toot yoo^ my 
Lon^ say eomedmig abesit i^^ Irirer thai 
nrasfcperisb?^ 

^ Erery lover of etil, g^d OemM, wni 
w}MlImeAnt.---Yonimderstand7^ - 

^ O^ lovOTs of evil l^ahy I andessbttkl^ 
I understand.— ^be level of w^ be Mail 
perish, — ^verytrae, my Iiord, vttry^tflie» 
by the maai^ Since ihd f 4>Qd Attgustlne 
and his fellow monks came into England 
we have beoesui mere' mfbmd. I be«» 
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Keve the whole of your Lordship^s family 
are enlisted under the Pope's banner ; but 
you should not talk to yourself, my Lord, 
that's wicked — ^you should not talk to 
yourself, for when you talk toyourse^^ do 
not you kiiow you are talking to the devilp 
so says father Ambrose/' 

/ » Faihw Ambrose is a — — •'* 
. ^< Very good Catholic, my Lord, be as- 
iured of ihn^. I have often caught him 
talking to himsdf notwithstanding, but 
oftenar td the Uttle chary-cheeked Pate* 
Una. — O you should have "popped upon 
!em as I did the other day, in the refec- 
tory. It WM Lent time too^ to be sure; 
fted.hb holiness bad forbidden ail kind of 

fcoiiing^ — there they were '* 

, ^ ^ I^HDg .what, goodt Oerald ?" 

* ** Ha, ha, h^ ! I hardly dare to tell 

ft * 

yon- 

• ^ Kay, out with it," says WoMred. 
" I can't, my Lord, upon my word." 



'\ 
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** No Iiesitatioii," lie cries. 

** Ha, ha, ha ! I must not, I must not.** 

** I insist on knowiagf," he exdainu. . 

«* WeU, well, my Lord, you shaH," 
Mtwns Gerald, <« only 1^ pati«Bt-^pray' 
be patient." ' .. ' 

*' Speak, dobrd, instantly.*' 
/* Well, well> tK yon most knew'-^a, 
ha, ha, ha, ha, ha,-^hey were feedii^ 
eateh odierts pretty little mouths^ with a 
hJ w wa ^ifi il riBgf-do»e pas^v" 

** Pshaw J" Tocifehites Wolfred, *» is- 
tbatillL'.' . 

•• And enough too, I thhik, my litfr*, : 
after sealing up the mouths of ali the r^st 
otf^t&e fciMly, t» open4heir :owb so \tid6; 
but, ha, ha, ha, that was not all." 

« Notallsayyeu?" 

** No.--Ba^ ha, haf^he little doves 
^1 be billing ondoooing; but I am very' 
much out if it was not a hawk in com^^ 
pony with the doTe^ih«l«— «b> he did so 

96 
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paddle and {Jfp^ \¥itli htfffi hikViAr^d ^o 
chaek h^p ikuler Uiq cttut-MSQ 0n»A his 
lipi^ and $Qr-^ha, )ia,Jha,.Ii»»ha» W . 
• « Jib©ti«v^A ctpliw Woltfi^cU » you 

Gerald, though that head of. yomr'a ift 

grown grey til'«S]^^iM«i'f .';; " 
';M.£(^ hi»^ Im^ Icbeft^TiBt I liufMai, my 

V. 'hit '-^h|iMgj|ii$ ao ;} . Mit cianf , J«mI on- ioi 
the cedar chaittbjWviQy:*iribe|><inU.cix|Mnk' 

Wis." .f w.;-).. ...^ ': . ' ■ 

" She does expect yoa, my Lotdjj hnt 

iV«»ifiataWiit9-4pWr#lf",, ,; . , r, ;. »» 

yourself ^^.xo(im»" • !.= .' :' .f-' ,<: ! /-"i 
" Well, well, lea(A;«»^' ', i : j. ; > 

l^w4»jrflFir^.'«*i9^ii«£^>B»»<<taBiiB# 'liar 

d 1 



'^ Take my advice, pray do, and nerei^ 
talk to yourself/* 

** HeU and confusion.*' 

** Yes, my Lord, you are tdOkin^ to ike 
devil whenever you are' taUmg to ycur* 
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CHAP. VIII. 

'* The rich jaice, pooled in a tainted jar. 
Turns to a nauseous and unwholesome draughty 
But we condemn the vessel, not the wine ; 
So gentle love» lodg'd in a savage breast. 
May change bis nature to a tiger's fierceness,'* 

JI7LIA. 



'* Thy numbers. Jealousy, to naught are fixed. 

Sad proof of thy distressful state.'' 

Collins. 

The Earl retorned more disappointed 
and chagrined than ever ; the purpose of 
his expedition having been defeated by 
the JBight of the mysterious leader in the 
iron masky and his followers ; they had 



ilso conveyed away the whole of thfeir 

treasure. 

/Wolired was with Omiilda^ attepded 
by Florimund and Adeliza, as the horn 
foor the drawbridge sounded. The Earl 
alighted from Bis diarger: his counter 
nance was suffiised with mingled passions^ 
and he imn^ediately bent his way towardc^ 
the castle wkh a hasty and indignant 
stefp. 

, The- domestics informed him of the ar-' 
riv^ of bis brother, oh which be retired 
to a seCTet apartment, and solicited his 
attendance, willing to obtain further opt* 
oion %efMe he mighk" be- tempted to an^ 
riiab proeeedrag; ( 

;- On Wolfred's waiting on bis brttherhe 
was informed by Ethelbald of every thitig 
that V transpired, was likewise, shewn the 
ktter; antlm consoltatioa took place oi» 
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*\ 1 wodld not . ilriBin^ ike tea vasb,*^ 
continues the agitated Earl, '^ iMrt-that 
Ihe praofa appear ao plam /agiinsk ker. 
Thia artial scroll ; tkeir wak to tba cave; 
kia heBQi^ found in; her arms after my mm 
primand; she bathizigf his temples and 
wleaTC«ring ta restore hisi ; - and ahove 
alU as a corroboratitig' prooiv tiie i^orda 
9f the miscreant,, in the icon mask, con^ 
yey a chain of proceeding composed* of 
tbc^ most ingenious cunning on her part, 
and the most combined viUany on los^^' 

'^ You must . be assured, my deav 
bi!€4her/' replied Wolfred^ias he iovrard** 
]^( exulted in Bthelhsid'a torture, <' ydo 
must be assured how painiihl die task 
lomeiie.tb.afiHrdydii advice under such 
afflkting eireumstanoes ; indeed^ I am 
sorry. I haye had the misferbwe to av^ 
aiw at M .mqdeasanka eiisis; hot 9^ the 
other handy it would be equally blmeaUii 



nmsL^'wamMVLmB m^javmBrnxaifi lit 

]A me to bdnlck a branch of^ oOP Ihmim 
cUakdneHfed, a«d stand quietly- ^ywith>« 
out ever aiding to* obtain vedrais^^ 

^ Mwt assoredly, WolfVed/' be obs^rre^; 
and thoHgb yoU'ai^yo^iager tbaa rayself]^ 
in point of •y'ears^ I de not tlmkyon nr^ 
in enpevieriee. ' I married «arty in life— — 
yon ba^ bad mofe opporttimti^&t of watch- 
ing tbe* dispositions' of tbe otber sex, ner^r 
having solely united yourself to on^- wo*^ 
maA,^t^i^i^9 ter you must 1 look for ad- 
viee. But eh& tiling' let me first remai%, 
^ktf lafe alt pveseat tknatgers to what it i» 

H«<(r«i^oli^lNl>-«beiil?^ .'■■ '■■■•> '■■■■■ 
if9'^>i^'i Mttsli S|»cfak». -f n^os^ ttdkenHs ti» 
tMh; > MMl if tile tratU ihottlS c^iiitce -to 
i»w i itJ >iyott>fartlWf^ yod ttrasC tiiit Miihie-'f 
am unfeeling. 6attiM*|li^ft»tt; &» «f nip- 
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weeping, ^uid before ahe &/(4ided me she' 
pranounced the foUowiDg words t-~^ I am 
surprised and hurt at what 1 have wit* 
nessed ; the Earl is strangely deceived/ 
Qu entering the apartment, Florimund 
was on his knee pressiag the hand of, Gu* 
nilda^wha seemed much agritated, but on 
seeii]^, me she started back : the youth 
arose, and slunk in confusion from my. 
presence." » . 

** Thank you, my brother, for this g^ 
nerous iaformation; I. see it too plitin^ 
and before long am determined to hwe 
revenge, that I m^y^i^t my 9pul at rest«^ 
rest say I ? thjat is imposdibl^ ! for whto 1/ 
reflect on such', unbtoai^ of dnl^icity; 
lietchery,^ nay, I may term it iSMtdhess, at 
her year^ it almost teUyt me I ceold not: 
i^ake it fi^om my; tro|iM^.Veq<^e€tieii^' 
eyen ift anot}mr ;weri4/ { \ .-- ; .-, r ; 
! '^ Yet, hi9 both tool and doUbot^f myt 
Lord, yoo may ttaeni p^i^haft HMtet.wikL 
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tome conYiocing proof, and on that deter- 
mine ; you are sure, for my own honor^9 
sake, I would wish to advise you for the 
best." 

*• You are, indeed, my brother, and I 
will eomply with your request ; I will be 
governed entirely by yoo. But llien, re^ 
fleet on the threats of the being in th^ 
sable mask ; what can it all iiiiply ? It 
comes on me, like the hurricane, before I 
can get my shattered bark in trim to 
withstand the iury of the squall. The 
safety of my castle I will leave to you 
whilst I seek renovation in sleep, and 
avoid the company of the old ' adultress; 
Look to her well ; if you discolor mofe^ 
pray let me know it.-^ 

Wolfred promised he would da so,: and 
the Earl retired to his chamben. . . 
« '' Now to be bold, and at one aim 
execute my every pmrpose,** escdaims the 
brother, whose pride it was to play th# 
villain, independent of his interest* ^ If 
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I cun but inrent some |4an that may pro*' 
dace the appearance of a proof of theit 
criminal correspoadenee, I work the Earl^ 
by degrees, into so extravagant a frenzy^ 
Aaty under the operation of his disorder, 
he shall perform whatever I may dictate^ 
to asiist my dark intents^ Gmnilda shall 
be disposed of in seme private way I 
will hereafter fix on ; my rival fall by the 
hands of the etwnar of these peasessume> 
Off he by n^ rival; and whidbever 
escape^ (as I will appear the advocate oa 
both sides^) perishes at my own* will— «ai» 
IriU report |^v« oat they feM by each 
other, and my aima be aU rendered comr^ 
pletok Let me oensidei'. Hold«-<-» befr^ 
ter plan than drawing them together may 
k^ to~~Ha r by hen I hare it. It shall 
be so ; tlie rest will foUow of coerse*-~if 
I Am Bot thwarted in my eitpectalions'*--^. 
With these words he stattced from th* 
apartment 



Oo his return to Gqnilda ha ^rapd.her 
laelancholyi surprised and dejected. Ad0r 
Uza WW weepiog, and Florimund teu* 
derly endeavouring to console her* 

Wolfred expressed his sorrow at the 
Earl's imsettled state of mind, but inr 
forapied tbi^i^ he could not discover th9 
cause of loB malady^^his conversatiqii^ 
WW vijd and iftcoherent^ and opthiog of 
dif^^t siguifieaUfm could be gatb^e^ 
fyjov^ it — one thing, hawever> h^ wai 
sorry to state, he had forbidden Gnnilda'f^ 
AJ^roach to his ehiimber» 

This information suddenly av^rc^oM^ 
l^Vp phe f^uted^ and alter wnm houpi 
iiKdifi|KNBitiom waa conveyed Ui bor qwh 
«pMrtaieitU . .^h9 was . borne Ibithsr bjf 
\V9l£ped and FlQrimundf .attmdad bjr 
Adeliza and two female dotmastNMK-Hstill 
t^ ^raosained insensibte. It was at this 
timei JJb cna% and malignant WoUred 
MOed the opportunity of oowmenfiing: 
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those operations which (with others with' 
out the castle, more singfular and more 
mysterious) produced the dreadfid sequel 
of these calamities. 

Under a pretended anxiety for Gunil- 
da^s safety, he dispatched the domestics, 
ione at a time, on different errands, then 
Adeliza, and in confusion afterwards fled 
himself, leaving Flor imund, with a pro- 
mise he would return instantly and hnmg 
a relief that before had not occurred to 
him» ^ . 

Alas! before any female came back^ 
he had conducted Ethelbald to the door 
of the chaqiber ; who would have rushed 
in und seized Florimund, ' but from thtt 
previous advice of Wolfred, and his own 
determination on a more secret, more ter- 
rible revenge. 

He returned to his apartment bmmingi 
with the most violent anger, hSiving been 
roused from sleep to the sight; and 
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th^efore lem^ capable of saspectbg his 
l^rotfa^^s; artifice: - ^ . 

Ad6l>za and the domestics returaed; 
€pesh st^mvlaat^ were applied, and G.u-». 
Biildd.;^ began to recover as Wolfred re- 
entered the ri^cMtn. Finding her after a 
little time somewhat restored, the latter, 
wrth/I^lpnmund, took their respectfnl 
lea^ve"and| retired, leaving the domestics 
agd Ad[eV^;a. jto, comfort and condiict her 
|9^ilafei:,paio^^ ; .. ;, / 
, They then adjourned to^tbe apartment 
irom which they 'had carried Gunilda.^ 
After . tak,ing ^m^ refreshment, a secret 
tonsultatioii jtook, {dace, ^ that might pro- 
bjibly have il^een the occasion of Wol- 
^ed*s , directing. Gerald to conduct his 
Co^lovFer (whose name was Barbdd) into 

)(is presj^nca. - ,.; : . : 

..,*,*,ljpre he.juii my Lordy here he is,*' 
i^tfeo^j^erf^dj) ^f^oh, he's an^ ilUoqking 
dogj; ;^jt|fn.did;he wash hkfacej oris he 



« 

of so many colours. ' His hftil* M^Mld^ 
«rmways nt ofk^ m if he ^viW ^fiigfat- 
e<Md: a ptetty ibllow^r fbrsoMlK' tld^ 
ha, haf but net^rmrnd, li^ver ittAid, isid^ 
ke ha« Hot picked up tiiat wicffced irksfe 
^f--tidking toWmselft** 

•^ SfrrahJ leave the room/*^ ctic* WoI« 
A«ed, ming haiM;ify. <' BleiKi' iH^f'^ Ye^^ 

dering voice ; he does not i^eak .sd loil^ 
when "he is talking W A&^l^ViA gcitie, 
■fly Lord, g-ood trigfe*,^* 

*' Avi^fay, bttbblerf "^ h« vwifcirtrtes. 

«' I caAbear'yotf, *hyL()rdj ijfoutieed 
not speiek' so loudt goed night/ Flod^ 
mund-— gt)od '<iigfe*,' feltow— bless m€^ 
ivhat an egfy man ! !%• afraid h/d talks M 
himself f as well as his mastel^, thou!^ if 
^oahd hiftt jokWigWilfh tftte^rK^bdow; 
bj the mass, t ktrhoi flijtfK ^tr ih^ 
eouid like ijo HAk to scteh ^iB^hokkxg 
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fd\(mi btttdiey d#^ tiifty like ilUookuf 
ftlfaywBt 

<> Still bMtatiiigr 

** Oh« no; Tm gone my liorA!— «lly 
^ear» I remember when I wM yoQng'^ tiMi 
Htde toads med to suy I was! toa g<A>d 
looking for thorn by kalf---they like you^ 
iU4ookiiig fdlowsy ab, ha, ha-^they like 
jour ill4oMng\fMo9V9f^ . 
->•* Begone, 1 say."^ 

^Tm ofl^ my Lord} Bfesoittel what 
«L tfaciKln^tii^ €»tic^ i Lard ! what an. UU 
hokinfffeilomr 

Fromt this hour aM was mystery and 
confiiaaoD in. the caotie, and oor reiiders 
may prqiaDe themselTcs for some of those 
horrors attendant on the enealightened 
and iron times with which the subject is 
connected* The castle bell re-echoed 
with unusual sound — ^the rain beat against 
the stained casement, the wind hurtled 
through the rusty bars of the turret — the 
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maiil&ff bowled benteth the walls; and the 
bird of night screamed from her inacces- 
sible shelter, as Wotfred framed the last 
"^ai^angements of the xnght, before he re- 
tired to his chamber. 

O man ! how ought you to reflect be« 
fore you thus become' involved in evil, 
to destroy your happiness for ever — ^be- 
fore yon stain your soul in the blood of 
your fellow man, to seal your misery here- 
after. I The pleasures of this transitory 
state may allure — wealth may be tempt* 
ing — ^love enticing and revenge be sweet 
---but the enjoyment of all we can obtain, 
is but of short duration, opening, an awful 
prospect to another world, a dread .re« 
moval to Eternity ! 
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•'' Come sealing njgijt 



i) r. . 

Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day ^ 
And with thy bloody and invisible hand 
Cancel and tear to pieces thai great oend 
Tthat makes me pale/' ♦ . ..: 

SaAE8PBA&]$p 

AsTOXiSHBfENT reigned through the 
castle in the mornings to find Florimund, 
with Wolfred's vassal, hadfled its ivall^. 

Adeliza ' was borne down by melan- 

' . •'♦•if 

choly in his absence, though he did not 
fail before his dejpartur^i to acqus^int her 
of the cause. •»•..,.• 

Wolfred seized on this occurrence as 
a proof of his guilt — charged him, ^ of 
having connived with his foUow^i^r ^^0 

VOL.1. . a 
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Jbad robbed him of a sum of money, and 
thus adduced so many seeming proofs of 
Gunilda's perfidy, that Ethelbald deter- 
mined to destroy her ! 

In one of his angry fits of delirium, he 
had given her to understand the cause of 
his disorder; she was so surprised and 
wounded at the charge, it deprived her 
of the power of defending herself at the 
moment, and this he construed into an 
acknowledgment of her ofiences. 

The Earl had a romantic residence 
situated in the Isle of Wight, where to 
court contemplation he used sometimes 
to retire : but the time was approaching 
that the very place wherein he had sought 
communion with heaven, was to be pol- 
luted now by diabolical invention, and an 

altar erected to blood. "" *" ■ '* 

« 

. Again the threats oJP the mysterious 
ruffian in the iron mask occurred to him, 
still he resolved to Tenture out^ whatever 
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might occur, such was the distarbed state 
of his soul. 

To counteract all suspicion of his in* 
tentions, he listened afterwards to the 
vindications of Gunilda, with e¥6rJ^l^ap- 
pearance in her favour; bnfc hisfi^Ies 
were those of the wild rose, ben^l^-tli^n 
was concealed the thorn. . "r^ ?V ' ; 

In a few days excuses w%rtf:<!Aa|tt^9 
and they adjourned to the Isl^'iitl^eGkd^d 
by Wolfred and a few domesti^^ i The 
situation was peculiar; their shljiteff^a 
compilation of rocks, timber, thatch, 
moss, and evergreen— commanding an' 
extensive view of the channel, standing 
oh the very eminence that .overlooks that 
dangerous passage called the Needles 
(from the aperture the great god of the 
waters has wrought by his frequent visits 
in the stwm.) No compass aided ^e 
adventurous mariner o^er the de^p,in'sight 
frien^y lighthouse reared its iltumi* 

O 2 
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iimted head above the sliiiigles— no osteti« 
tatious kingp had built his castle at the 
mer's mov^; bat the same land- that 
nature offen to our view at fieaesatf stoMi 
bold to the astonished eye. : ^ 

Their oiode of living during Jth^ir 
stay/ was similar to that of thel fugitive 
Egyptians — ^in those days they were 
pleased to accustom themselves to hardi- 
n^ss, and 'it afforded besides- the advan- 
tage of acquiring, how to value comfoirt, 
ai they " suffered privation under the 
change; 

All behind at the castle was pei^lezity 
and astonishment. Adeliza was sole 
mistress, but her own .grief and anxiety 
too hx overcame her, to look at all into 
the [nroceeding^ of the domestics ; and aH 
in all bodies there are some whom cir- 
cumstances do not easily confound, so was 
it there. 

Harold exclaimed against all ukerri- 
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tnent durmg the absaice of the Earl^^ 
considering his indisposition — others 
laughed at his grave physiognomy and 
mbral demeanor— Patelina insisted that 
if she was not merry, when she wM 
young/ she might not have it in her 
power to be so when she Was old* Ge- 
rald^ though he had not a tooth left, 
vowed he was of the same opinion, 'tod 
the V(Ae Was in fevour of Momus. 

'' We milst no(t< emit, that in the midst of 
their retelry niany points of the estab-* 
lished order and decorum ^ of the castle 
were broken through, and amongst others^ 
af 'sftratige minstrel had beei» admitted, of^ 
1^'her singular appearance, at the iiiter- 
cessidii of the other two ; he betk^yed' 
great curiosity, and seemed withlil on< 
peculiar undetrstatidihg with the others. *' 

viOne •night? (» mth^t^ m^ing) sooh 
aftel'-^tte e«»<le lieir hdd toiled one, lan 
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caused much astonishment, and at once 
put an end to all enjoyment during the 
EarFs absence. 

Adeliza, pensive for the loss of Flori- 
mundy conceived a sort of foreboding: all 
"Was not well with him, and though he 
had yielded her his reasons for departure, 
yet . something seemed to whisper her 
intelligence of some niiishap. Busy in 
reflections of this nature on her couch, 
she could not enjoy sleep, but was musing 
on the events of the past, sadly appre- 
hensive for the event of the future, when 
on a sudden, through an aperture in the 
wall, totally unknown to her, three men 
disguised entered the apartment. The 
door wa$ double locked and strongly 
barred — ^they could not have found access 
t^at way ; . ea^ch of them had a black 
dbak of skins thrown over his brawny 
shoulders, the first of the three a small 
lamp in his hand, and their faces were 
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disfigfured in a rude manner. The fore* 
most of the three raising the lamp above 
his head perceived the fair one in bed, 
and they began to whisper how it were 
best to proceed, supposing her asleep. 

'^ The horses are waiting now without 
the walls you are sure ?" asks the ruffian 
with the lamp. 

** I am certain of it/' replies one, ** I 
have just received the signal/' 

** Let us lose no time/' says the other. 
<' We must return by the subterraneous 
passage/' 

'< And prevent her alarming the castle 
too/' continues the first. . ... 

^< That is easily done, a few threats 
will effect it — ^she is but a woman/! re- 
turns the second. 

•* And therefore the more likely to 
have recourse to her tongue !" adds the 
d thir. 
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..'I'M ^ • 

" We intist ^a^ and bind her/* sternly 
enforces the first villain. 

•" Agreed !" 

They were now approaching softly 
towards the bed, when one of the three^ 
extending his arm^ (to preserve balance 
on tiptoe, and avoid disturbing the ob- 
ject of their search) struck out the light j 
tMs itiishap was succeeded by a general 
sound of regret, under the vehement ex- 
pression of " Damnation !" 

" What's to be done now ? We are 
lost for to niffht.'* 

^* Yes, a pretty business we have m9.de 
of it.", 

" We shall never be able to find our 
way back through all' the windings and 
turnings of the secret way we came." 

^* Never tiiever!"^ returned the other 
two, " and yet fo stay here is death if we 
are taken; no doubt she has concealed 



the k^^ bf m clodr^th^ le^ds io ik&ipkrU 
ment from ^Jie gallery :"'' -^ ' '' • ' 

** Iiet-m6 examine, says one. 

'* Do 80," replies the othet with 1^ 
lamp. "■■'^.''. ■■'" ■■■ ■' ''■'■ ■■■■'■ ••■"" 
- ' '** Ahi im QiMer if -fefe Be stiU asleep^f 
siddii the fhird.-'^ • . ■ ' It 

** By all the powers of mischief ' ^the 
'keyislfcre:"^" '••'■' ' ": •' <"i v .•!,.•'}' - 

" Thatikftrtnnater- - • ! ^a '' 
**"V(6i has Oiir confiisibfa awakenied hUt, 
she breadiei more steady thiEin my puliilB 
beats." > .1 : ' 

« T*halt I'Ube boiiid !bi<^I tJfeiiible 

imyself.'*- ■•" • '' ^' • '•'' •' f--' 

AdeIi2a^"wbo had coiintetfeiti^ sligep, 

though under the most chilling and d^ad* 
1y terror, here fell a' serious hecessityV'&ff 
'routing that cotirage to her aid,\sheii)lS^ 
fore knew not she possessed,' and*, tfiilt 
assisted her to deceive these agen(;i^« 4f 
terror and the tight. < • >^ ^"^ 

O 5 
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^* Let ui^ secure; the aperture, and renew 
our lamp/' continues the one. 

"But who will Tenture to go/ V says 
the second. 

" Who will venture to stay, you mean/' 
mutters the tiiird/ " We will go toge- 
ther, the embers are yet alive in the great 

hdl." 

** Then who will guard our prize.'* 

" That task be mine," quickly replies 
the ruffian, who appeared their leader; 
" to no one else will I re3ign it." 

** Well, then, we go." 
Be cautious how you turn t^e key, 
and lift the bar, the old oak door may 
creak w Hs hinges and alarm some of 
the dqmestics." ^ . - ... 

** We leave her to you. Captain !" they 
whii^red, as they retired gently from 
the apartment and descended to the 
ball. 

All through the castle was still as 



•V. • 
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death, and the ope who was left to. watck 
in darkness advanced towards the ped^ 
wherein lay the trembling Yxctim of their 
perfidious errand. Placing his hand on 
her alabaster boi^om, that revolted upder 
the touch, the sable miscreant^, after ob- 
serving, '^ she was still. asleep/' indulged 
iti the following soliloquy. 

'^ In addition to the great ineasure I 
am acquiring of revenge, h^re I shall 
likewise obtain what will constitute' much 
of my pleasure ; but one thing I am re- 
volted on, not to act but by voluntary 
consent/ . I remember the time that, in 
such a situation as this, I could not re- 
strain the warm blood of lAy youth, but 
must have seized on enjoyment instantly; 
experience and indulgence, as well as se- 
verity, has since taught me how to 
lengthen out the pleasures of expectation, 
and copy the wisdom of the serpent, by 
exulting and feeding on the sight of my 
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* )iji A ot 1 1' ! ^ »'I f * Cm..' '* ■'* "f ^ , ' ' » ';H 

prey» before 1 fall on and devour it, . But 
bold, should any alarm take place below 
I may pe discovered here^ that would be 
poor policy — ;I*11 to the gallery and listen, 
shall th^n be prepared to rush to the 
aperture. . . 

'With sifeht stride.be quitted the chain- 

, ' ' ' ^ • « ... 

ber ; this wm Adeliza's time to atte;mpt 
^Ui escape^ and with palpitating heart she 
arose, leaving the most favourable ap- 

^ til 4 ^ 

pearanc^ she. could .of th^ couch; with 
one garment thrown loosely over her, she 
walked softly across the room, and in- 
yoking: Heaven's protection placed her- 
^elf behind the door they had to enter on 
their .return. . 
'^iPxesently, the two, who had descended 
fpr Ihe light, Mjere heard approaching the 
pannel of the secret passage, which un- 
fortunately for them was f^^ftened lt)y a 
sprinff on the chamber side j they were 
somewhat interrupted on their return, so 
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adopted the coarse they had done be- 
fore. 

"Hist! hist!*' and a gentle tap were 
several times repeated till the leader re- 
entered the chamber, he immediately 
caught the signal and made to the open- 
ingy which was opposite to the side the 
door moved. The trembling fair one 
seized this opportunity of gliding out 
like a sylph, and before they reached the 
bed was safe from the power of their evil 
designs. ' 

Finding she had escaped, rage, shame, 
and horror possessed them^ and they 
rushed down the aperture, closing the 
pannel behind, as the alarni bell of the 
castle startled the domestics from their 
slumber and summoned the surrounding 
vassals. 

Every one repaired to the cedar cham- 
ber, where (after obtaining succour) Ade- 
liza had taken shelter : the two minstrels 
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were considerably behind in their atten- 
tion, and the stranger who had been ad* 
mitted within the walls a few days be- 
fore was no where to be seen; in the 
hurry of alarm it was supposed he must 
have fled^ but his presence being an inno- 
vation during the EarFs absence, all were 
silent. 

After a due consultation it was thought 
prudent the owner of the castle should be 
immediately apprised of the mysteries 
that had transpired: various were, the 
opinions relating to what had occurred, 
and in the end Harold was the person 
(attended by three other vassals) de- 
puted by Adeliza as ambassador to the 

Earl. 

Fear prevailed through the castle; every 
one imagined they heard strange noises; 
the tread of footsteps in the gallery, and 
the galloping of horse without the wall? : 
the raven perched upon the close-stacked 
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chimnies, md the owl screamed with un- 
usual terror from the battlements. * 

Hlarold arrived with his menials in the 
Isle of Wight at sun-set^ and made Mfith 
all speed to the Earl ; but as if ** confu- 
sion now had made its masterpiece/' and 
horror meant to redouble on horror,, what . 
was the information he went to commu- 
nicate compared to the dreadinl tidings 
^e had to receive ! 

' On his entering the romantic shelter of 
Eth^lbald he found the domestics secured 
in an inner cavity, the Earl and Wolp 
fred chamed to a rock near the entrance 
of the habitation, and this perilous situa- 
tion was coupled with the dreadful intel- 
ligence of some ruffians in disguise hav- 
ing forcibly dragged away Gunilda! 

Harold, as one deranged, darted from 
the place and ran he knew not whither; 
after some time elapsed he returned to the 
abode witli hair erect,eye half starting from 
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m sock^Vahd vac&nt>d fei^fic'fi^a?^ 
« She's- gone !" he dies; « j^fe' ' M,mt "has 
perished! she's lost, lbs* forever!!"" . 

** What mean yeV* cried the Earl, with 
U mixture of Jeiyned astonishment f grief f 
and terror, as Wolfredl also assumea 
wild and hasfy inquiry. 

^^Alas! alas! oh, heavy day!** ex- 
clsiimed Harold; ^Met comets mark its 
anniversary to the end of time !' I fear, I 
dread to tell of its calamity !\ 

** Nay, out with it, and let us be ac- 
cnrsed hell s dark dominion deep !" javes 
the afflicted fiarl. '; '/' 

Wolfred seemed terror struck for the 
moment. 

**0 horror! horror!'* proceeds Harold. 
" I had not gone a mile from this spot 
before I caiiie up within hearing- of the 
desperate blood-hounds', that tore her 
angel form away, guided by the clashinjg* 
of swords and the sparks of fire that issued 
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at 

from the contest. Their cause of quarrel 
(by an expression dropped from one of 
the two ruffians that fled) must have heen 
a wish on the part of the third to have 
preserved her life; but that, alas! was 
not permitted; the stronger side over- 
came, atid from the summit of the tower- • 
ing and craggy clifl^, e'er I came up Xo fell 
them to the earth, and so prevent the' 
deed, Gunilda (I know not for what sins 
committed} was driven headlong o'er the 
precipice into the bellowing surge ! At 
the noise of her fall I stood at first as it 
were petrified, till recollecting the villains 
were making their escape, I followed in 
pursuit, but gprieve to say, the same in- 
fernal power that prompted them to the 
deed afforded them escape, robed in the 
darkness of the night!" 

Every thing bore the appearance of 
terror and confusipn. Harold released 
the parties, explained the business of his 
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embassy, and every search was made 
through the island to discover who were 
the murderers, but all in vain. 

After visiting the spot, 2LnA feigning to 
drpp tears of aJQ[ectipn in the briny flood 
that had borne WiNay the partner of his 
early years, Ethelbald, with Wolfred and 
the few vassals that came over with them, 
together with Harold, returned again to 
Kavenswold. 
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CHAP. X; 

• I 

** Hung be tbe heaVns in black, yield day to nig^t; 
Comets importing change of times and states, \ 
Brandish your fiery tresses in the sky, 
j^d with them scourge the sad revolting stars, , 
That have consented/' 

SHAKSPEARE. 

«< Doors crack and windows clap, the night's foul 

bird 
Rock'd in the spire, it screams aloud Y* 

Blaib. 

They arrived, and entered the gates 
"without interruption from Iron Mask and 
Ub associates; still the remembrance . of 
him made up a part of the confusion and 
terror that pervadfsd the mind of the 
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half-distracted Earl ; especially from what 
had recently occurred to Adeliza. 

Wolfred secretly enjoyed his brother's 
affliction, viewing him as the barrier 
that separated him from Adeliza; in- 
flamed as were his passion^ he restrained 
no effort that might ensure him success, 
and to complete his hopes and df o^n his 
ambition, his brother's death it was, must 
afford the means of enjoyment. 

Adeliza was almost heart-broK^n at 



I J '„ . l>, ; 



thq sad intelligence of Gunilda's death, 
and in the news of that, her alarm at the 
castle was forgotten : the vassals mourned 
deeply the loss of so good a .mistress^ 
and Ethelbald, though he' had again 
reached the castle, it was but to indulge 
in a murderer's reflections, as did the so* 
joumerof Nod» * •->' r. . . 

To be bri^f respecting: whalt had' ba{iui 
pened in^the \Ak\ ^ufBdeJt td sa>f(/ittey' 
W6#e ^e4ts'of their ownifiBti|^^ioni'>aidy^ 



had suffered thetti3elyeis, and caused th<9ir 
yass^ls to be secured till the return of the 
. murdecera, (employed by WoUired at the 
solicitation of Ethelbald) to support, ap- 
pearances^ should any one^ardvie ioi the 
mean tiHie^ ^ did .Harold* .; ' /. » .' 

* 

: Again the tortured . mimd : of the Earl 
was forced on p^leiuty^ by the news 
of the extraordinary . visit that had hoien 

. . paid .the fair Adeliasa : . Ive/w to no stra»^r 
to the intricate passisige that led.toihe 

> chamber^.- but imag^ed eveiy one else 
so. By ithe desetiption that was -giran 

' faiev'bfi their figure and appearance^ « it 

- . occuisred- to -faikn it might haVe been .the 
robbar:and:twoi>f ihis.band;: the thought 
for a moment chilled Imow ' . . 

The^alarm of t]»e >fate of G^nilda was 
soon- s]^read> abroad^ and the universal re- 
gret expressed for her. loss begim to 
i^waken the lEarl to a sehse <>f-r^Enobe 
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' too keen to endare amidst the bustle of 
state affitirs; he expected every day to 
be summoned to the court of ESdmund^ , 
- on business of importance* 

Svening approaching^ he tpok leave of 
Wolfred and Adeliza, retiring as he hoped 
to rest. The western dcy presented the 
' appearance of what is usual (as the sea- 
r sm advances, and Sol diffuses his rays 
" more direct) a tremendous thunderstorm* 
Adeliza sighed for the presence of her 
beloved Florimund to conitole h&t. Wol- 
fred paced with huoried step the pave- 
ment of the castle parapet, as if in ojpen 
' defiance to the jarring elements he diiid- 
dered to. behold. The storm increased 
till at length it became a hurricane^ so 
dreadful, as not to have been equalled in 
the remembrance of the oldest inhabi- 
tant. Etfaelbald arose from his couch ; 
be could not sleep, the fever of his soul 
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increasiDg as tbe tenoqpest gathered over 
their heads, and the enormity of his sins 
presented themselves. 

The hoarse thunder ~ sounded through 
the valley, and the electric fluid dashed 
in sunder the stoutest timber of the forest; 
even Wolfred trembled at the sight, and 
his heart sunk within him as he again took 
shelter in the castle, and fled to his own 
apartment. 

^ The Earl had by this time gained the 
hall, and summoned several of his attend* 
ants; he appeared greatly agitated, and 
inquired in tremulous tones for his bro« 
ther. 

He W|AS answered, that Wolfred was 
viewing the awful sublimity of the tem- 
pest from the parapet of the castle wall ; 
DO one haying witnessed his return to his 
chamber but the domestic Hfurol4, w^o 
was not then present. 

^' Awful and sublime it is^ indeed^ n 
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;" mumbles GerftU. ** I baave wit- 
nessed many during the fourscore and add 
years I have looked upon this world, but 
^never remember so terrible a night as 
this before. The sentinel . vowAr there 
'hstve VeeA .^strange sights in the air— - 
Othet's that lamentable noises have been 
heard about the castle^-somego as. far as 
to say they have seen the ghost of our 
dear lady." . . 

tc-fta!" ^exekinas Ethelbaid, "thy 
w^ords surpai^is the lightning's force; the 
oiie alarmed me only, the other has 
darted through my brain J" .. 

"Odearl Tm sorry for it, myLojtl; 
Yery sorry for it— I did but speak— holy 
Angfostini pardon ; and do you also for- 
give me, my Lord. I am sure I wonld 
not- liay a word to remind yoii of your 
lo'ssi^I Would not urge your remembrance 
to all the prudent, and noble, and up- 
^ ^nj^lit; ' and. iust. and virtuous, . and srood, 
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and eadewnng qualities ak^ fOtaeuu^ 

not I for the world!" 

<^How! again'i-^wbat do8t^m^«|l.<old 
^rey beard? Sorely thou wUt iiot;dme 
Hie mad." . ^/ 

^< Mad! O lord, na; I don't like tta^ 
folksy they are apt to be daAgperousi fieff 
— (bless me, how it lightens ! I thpfig^ 
it had blinded me); and then a^i^i^ .i^a^d 
folks are torbnlent and noisy — (whati^ft 
loud peal of thunder, it shook the castle 
to its foundation !) — ^I'U go qpei^ my w|[^ 
dow and get to bed." ... 

^^ Let me be rid of that jboary-^;^^ 
dotard/' cries the Earl; ^'bcingQi]^ bro^ 
ther hither." 

Two of the attendants retired in jgarch 
of Wolfred. ^ .^^ 

^ I'm going, my liord, I'm .gqingi'* 
jHToceeds Gerald; <^do not hurry |ae» 
pray: I am too oiiich troubled with, sbootf 
ing pains to be hurried this weatbetrrr 

TOIi. I, H 
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i^rtiy, do you, my Lord,' ever have any 
shooting pains ?*' 

•** Silence, and quit the hall," 
' << Bless me! what a rage he is in! — 
Well, I'm gone, my Lord : you had bet- 
•ter open your window, my Lord. To 
Ihink the storm should hang over us in 
-patticular; it seems as if it was to awaken 
sofne (me to repentance ! Well, Heaven 
bless, and turn all wicked hearts. I am 
easy enough, for my part, and the matter 
rf that, if it was not for my shooting 
pains — ^you did not tell me, my Lord, 
«ivhether yow had any shootinff pains ?**' 

" Take him from my sight, I com- 
mand you ! " 

'S#ine of the domestics here laid hold 
on Gerald to bear him away ; as he re- 
tired, he still kept muttering to himself — 
^'Ahl it*s a dreadful night— strange 
i»ights, horrible noises — bless our dear lo$t 
Ladvt 
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** Away with him T' repeats the EarL 

^* O9 she was an apgel !" continues Ge- 
faldy as they were: obliged to drag bim 
towards the portal. ^^Do not go^mad, 
my Lord — open your window., my Lord. 
Ob, my shooting paltisi —what a dreadful 
.storm !r— If you are a sinner repait, ' nay 
Lord, and do not beat your poor fore- 
head about as you do. Tm afraid, -my 
.Lord, you . hav^ some of my shooting 
pains!!^' 

By this time tbe two domestics had ar- 
rived with Wolfred, whose pallid cheek 
and hoUow eye bespoke a catalogue of 
orimes, and the oppression .that hang 
over them. Eth^lbald taking one of his 
hands, and placing his other on his 
.shoulder, bade the attendants quit the 
hall, and began a fearful conversation. 

Adeliza was all this time ii| her cham- « 
.ber, attended by Patelina; not the apattr* 
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metit tliat had been entered by the ruf- 
•£ansy she would not adventure there 
agiin, nor had she slept since without 
her attendant, besides a guard tb parade 
the gallery. 

. ^ Welly Lady Addiza,^* proceeds the 
girl in wailing ; ** for my part, I am aU 
ways in q[>irits, except when it thunders 
and lightens, then I am alannedpro^ 
ffumslyi it makes me feel all over in a 
kind of a sort of a way, I donH know 

^w— that is, a sort of a oh, dear! 

it lightens again : then this weather gives 
.me the head-^ach, and makes *ine giddy 

and disKsy, and ^* 

** I think you are giddy enough at aM 
times, Patelina,'* returns Adeliza. 
• <• Yes, I am, truly so;" she replies. 
^^Holy liaither, protect u&! was there ever 
iMch thunder as this ; it tias almost made 
-iie fftint— my heart goes pH^-pat, pU-a* 



pat^ and my breath is ahuost stopped/' 

^* It's more th«i youf tongue is, my 
girl." 

** Traly sOy Lady, it does not prevent 
my talkiiig; for any talking is not like 
your's; I talk a great deal mare than I 
ifdnhj and yon think « great deal mpre 
than you tmH ; Mid as too much tkinh^ 
my this weather midces one melancholy, 
taXking prevents thinkiny, and keeps us 
out of the nupe^:— therel it lightens 
again/' 

^ You ^ufd endeavour to think seri* 
endy at ether times," intemoqpts AdeKza, 
'* on the wonderful works of the great 
Creator, and the powerful operations of 
his hand, and to walk agreeable to huk 
laws in this world ; that would fortify 
yott against such temporary fear, and 
prepare your soul for eternity/* 

^< Yes, Lady**-(oh, how it thunders 
again !)«— When you do talk it is jomt* 
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flow, as I may say, so much to the pur*^ 
pose. Father Ambrose never said half 
so many good things to me, though he is^ 
what we call a holy man/' 

*^ HoUness, Fatelina, cannot consist in 
a name, an outward appearance, a deli* 
gated power abused; but a will to be<* 
come acceptable in the favour of heaven, 
an inward and spiritual grace." 

To return to the hall.— — ^Ethelbald^. 
such was his; weight of remonie for the 
murder of Gunilda, he had purposed ^by. 
way of relieving his troubled soul in some 
degree), a confession of that, arad other 
misdeeds, to Father Ambrose ; but what- 
ever compunction Wolfred might have 
felt he strongly inveighed against such 

weakness* 

Ethelbald spoke of their past Iovbs, 
the sweetness of her temper, and. the 
perfections of her mind, before the events 
for which they had consigned her to so 
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direful an etid; all of which the wretched' 
brother ridiculed, and the. Earl urging*^ 
a confession again, he spurned, at his 
cowardice, and broke away, once more 
summoning courage .to walk on the pa- 
rapet-^he wai» immediately followed by 
the Earl. 

- In a short time Wolfred returned, and 
assembling some of the vassals again in 
the hall, began to give difrections in fa- 
vour of the Earl, who, from the fever of 
his conscience and the violent war of the 
elements, was at last wrought-up to a 
convulsive frenzy beyond snt^ection.— 
Whilst he wa» speaking, Ethelbald (wha 
had broken from those with' whom he was 
left) rushed down through the portai 
amonsfst them. 

Horror sat upon his palKd cfaeekj and- 
the cold dew dropped from his forehead ; 
ke raved, and at each turn his hair *^ did 
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rise and ftir as life were in it/' so power-' 
iRdly did imag'inatioii operate* 

"Whilst each strain'd ball of the sight «ee»ed 
burstiig from his head V^ 

*^ Where shall I fly ?'' h^ cries in tonei^ 
that spoke the agony he felt ; '^ wherlsr 
hide me to escape the terrors of this aw* 
fuJ night ?r— Where is Wolfred, where it 
m; brother ? ^hy did he not stay to wit- 
ni^s« the dreadful vision that pafsed be^ 
fpre^ ^ the red lightning gildeid its apr 
pe^ranof ? h^ had an: equal hand in the 
deed^^th^ bloqdy deed!— ^Ha! th^^she 
i^ a^in — ayauat ! I seot I know it all* 
Why clad in terrors do you co^ie to 
^aqnty and with that hpUow eye and wo-^ 
fraught visage remind me (^ my crimes ?. 
Ah I, pow she'ii pointing at her bruised 
Irisme ; the fr^me that once was spottessf, 
delicatf. and pure! now it pr9iM«ts 9k 
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braised Sgwe^ and besmeared with 
blood!" 

Wolfred was greatly alarmed at what 
the distracted Earl had uttered, but re- 
covering, cautioned the domestics not ta 
harbour a thought on the subject dero* 
gatory to his honour or their Lord's, af- 
firming he knew, on the contrary, the 
most poignant grief for the Jossf of Gu* 
nilda was the cause of his extraya- 
gance. 

The domestics bowed ass^t, though 
ihey were still tit liberty to use tb^ir otfft 
pleasure. 

. .** Enongh, enough!" he yet gow on. 
<< There! there! the ruffian's dagger 
pierced her through ; it was not I that 
struck that blow. Aye, aye! I s^e-^ 
beneath that. gentle breast that oft ha3, 
been niy pillow ! — :0, Heavens I why did 
I suffer it?— Now she weeps, and now 
abe shakes her head~Hal how the blood 

h5 
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streams irotn the gaping orifice as the 
tears mix with it, and trickle down her 
sweet body to the ground : where is my 
brother, where is Wolfred? Let him 
behold this sight, and then sle^ quiet 
if he can.'* 

" You perceive again," remarks Wol- 
fred, *f how wild his words, his looks, and 
actions are, and no inference can or 
must be drawn from the lafiguage of one 
so far departed from himself." 

" Ha! she retires !" hfe exclaims. •* I'll 
follow her, she forbids me; she kisses 
her hand to me — she weeps again : still 
1 must follow — again she waves me back. 
Troops of shining spirits assemble to con- 
vey her hence. Oh; God of mercy! what 
is it in flaming letters I behold gleaming 
dl>ove her -head — * Ghmilda wcls innocent ! 
Lost,, lost! to eternity' !! " 
^ 'With these words he sunk exhausted 
jhto the attendants' arms, and was by the 
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direction of *Wolfred conveyed to his 
chamber; who was so much disconcerted 
he knew not what to think or how to act. 
But the tempest abating, he retired to 
his coach, resolved before sleep shoidd 
close his eyes to determine on what plan 
he would further proceed ; and the castle 
was shortly after buried in silence. 
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Each corporal agent to thb terriMe feat'' 

Shakspeabb. 

^' Y€0, by the Gods I I could to atoms tear, 
jConfound mankind, and all the world— but her/' 

Lansdown. 

Wo]LFRi:i> arose early in the morning*^ 
and walked forth into the garden. By 
his aneven step, sudden pause, lowering^ 
brow, and quivering lip, that was every 
moment caught betwixt his teeth; it 
migbt have been perceived hiabosom.was 
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ftBgn^LfA with some most terrible in* 
tention^ 

The Earl awoke towards the itftemoon 
ia a state of the most shocking languor 
apd debility} his whole system was re* 
laxed in the extreme, and on Wolfred's 
paying him a visit, in the presence oi 
several domestics, he appeai^ed lost to 
almost all that had occurred. 

This, in some measnre, silenced the 
SQspicioos that had gone abroad through 
the castle, and Wolfred devised a con- 
trivance that would prevent the Earl froBO^ 
committing himself thus again. 

He ittformi^d Adelisa of EthelbaldV 
indiispositioa^ ani she now for the first 
tiQQie since bis departure began to inquire 
after the fate of Florimond. 

<< Floi-imuiid. is i^afe enough, my fair 
evcatare/* be jnqplres; ^^hiit wherefore 
t«aiaa iieof hMfv? Ishe then the iKdonia 
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of your wishes ? I th^cight yotr would 
have waited the event of the EarFfir death'' 
(which must happen much sooner than 
you expect)^ and so become mistress of 
all I may possess, notwithstanding* your 
father's harsh injunctions to the con- 
trary/* 

" Oh, fie! my Lord; think you I could 
disobey a dying parent's injunctions. It 
would ill become any one to . think of 
loving me after such conduct ; indeed, 1 
should expect the ashes of the^ departed 
to rise in judgment against me.'' 

*' Absurd ! — Wherefore do you let such 
ridiculous ideas and foolish superstition 
prevail over you ? why shut out those plea^ 
sures your heavenly form was sent hither 
to enjoy, when the cup that contains them, 
stands Aill before you ? Whilst I'behold 
those eyes, that rising bosom, tho^e pout- 
ing lips, those lovely dinq^les, and think 
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how they are sechided fTOm the transport 
themselves create, I am lost in wonder, 
in amazement !" 

Adeliza sought to retire from his pre- 
sence, hut he prevented her, . 

" Nay, hear me farther,*^ he continue:?. 
*' You cannot wish to remain here after 
what has lately occurred to you — after 
the lamentable death of Gunilda — and 
more the dangers that may attend the 
present unsettled state of the EarFs mind. 
Though I would not be hasty in my con- 
clusions as to the sudden departure of 
my beloved sister, still I cannot help 
entertaining a suspicion — but let that 
rest." 

** Ha! suspicion of what?" 

*^ No matter ; on that head let me be 
silent : but I would advise you as a friend 
(abandoning the title of a lover for the 
present) to retire foi* a few weeks to the 
old and ruinous, but hospitabk castle / 
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possess^ under sufferance of the super- 
abundance of iny wealthy but afflicted 
blx)ther." 

** Were I inclined to take shelter^ in 
the hour of jeopardy, under your haapit^ 
Me roof J as you have been pleased jfour^- 
self to term it, bow could I do so with 
safety to myself, after what you just now 
advised in contradiction to an expiring* 
father's directions ?" 

<' Though I burn with desire for 
her now, the attempt, I fear, would be 
but to ruin all, and destroy the wished 
for happiness in the bud,'' whispers the 
treacherous Wolfred to himself. Then 
turning to her — "Nay, that^ my fair 
Adeliza, you must overlook; it was the 
ardent impulse of the moment, nor was 
I assured till now you were attached to 
the stripling Florimund ; but since I find 
it is so, the better way to dispose of my 
affection will be to ai4 you in the pursuit 
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f 

gt ode with whom you may enjoy true 
happiness, rather than compel you to aa 
miion with myself whom I now clearly 
perceive yoa cannot love/* 

'' Aid me in the pursuit of one with 
whom I may enjoy true happiness! Can 
you mean it, my Lord?" 

" Have I not s^id so?** ' ' i 

<^ My Lord, could I bdi^ve yon to he 
sincere — Oh, tell me, where is Florid 
mundr ^ 

. M Bebe^e me ao, and listen, Addizs[«. 
Convinced a^ I was of Fiorimund^s ho^ 
noiir and innocence, and fearing the conr^ 
sequences of the EarFs displeasure, I ea** 
g^ged to befriend hfan, which he very 
thankfully accq>ted, and took flight with 
my follower Barbold the very night. He^ 
is now waiting nay return to risscue his 
injured honour, and still further befriends 
him agreeable to promise. Little does 
hs thiid^ of the tragic horrors that await 
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OS here. No more, Adeliza ; confide iir 
me, and let U8 fly and raise him firom hi» 
djespondency.'* 

<* Dare, dare I believe this ?" 

• » 

'^How can yon cbmbt it; sure none 
bat Adeliza ^re do that. 'Tis Adeliza 
I admire; 'tis Florimnnd I respect, dhdL 
both would I befriend." 

** But, oh ! think on the lost, the revered 
Gunilda." 

" For her we may weep, and her perfec-^ 
tions we may still bear in mind ; but all onr 
sorrow n^ver can rertdre her. Should 
circumstances bring to lig-ht the wretches* 
who-^but let us no longer dwell on so- 
fearful a subject. Here* resolve kit once 
to accompany me to the walls: of Sullen- 
bourn/' • ..{.• 



'« What shall I do?" says she, 
tating ; *^ there's danger in .my departure ; 
and after ^hat I have lately witnessed^ 
tiiere i& equal danger in remaining here;. 
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But then, my Lord^ what will be thought 
of my elopement from the guardianship* 
of the Early to whom my father had cod ' 
signed me?'* 

^^ The guardianship of the Earl \ ab- 
surd. How can he longer remain your 
guardian, who cannot be the guardiah 
longer of his own faculties ? Think ou 
that: besides, know you not' yon are; 
every day in danger from the fury of 
ungoverned transition ? and it has been 
geoerally found that att, like him pos«^ 
sesised, have sought the destruction :af> 
those first who were at other times dear* 
est to their bosoms ! think on that, Ade- 
liza, think on that/' 

The fair one at last consented to ac*' 
company Wolfred to his cdstle, on con-:' 
dition her maid Patelina might be allowed 
to atteiid her, escorted by some male do*' 
mestic they would win over to tbeir- 
cawe. To this Wolfred very willingly! 
gave his assent* 
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Etlidibald, who had at length stagg'er^ 
ed fimu hb eoacfar leaniag on the sfaoul* 
dew of two ef hk vassals, now entered 
the apartment, which, for the present, pot 
aa end to their discourse. ^ My child/'' 
said he to Adeliza feebly, ^ I know yodt 
pity me — ^Do yeu not feel for my loss? 
Do you not feel for yoiur own? I know 
yott do; but least I'eflection shoold agaiu* 
overpower my imagination, and drive 
me to extremes not only paininl but 
aUmning to your gentle bosom, let me 
entreat of you to Fi^ave me awhile with 
my brother here alone/' 
• Adeliza was overcome by the appear* 
ance and words of Ethelbald, and unable 
to make a reply^ Ae cturtsied, burst into 
tears, and retired. ' 

His supporters having seated the Earl 
in a large chair, and assisted him to 
whatever he required to aid and support 
him, were next directed to quit the apart- 
ment. 



Wolfred was all expectetioB. 

After a pause, and two or three very 
heavy tdghs^ Ethelbald raised himself up, 
and, catchiog the eye 4)f Wolfred, shook 
]hs head mournfully, theu seized his artfid 
brotber^s hand for support, and again 
paused to recover himself. 

The villan^us brother, with all that 
duplicity ascribed to the monster of the 
Mile, turned aside and wept* 

" Nay, weep not, my In'other,'' now 
lisped the consci^ice-stnick victim, '** it 
k in vain; the barbarous deed is per* 
petrated, and never shall I again be 
able to support these heart-trending re- 
flections. — Oh, Wolfred! never till now 
^did I pray for death to ease my 
troubled soul; but as it is, hcKv wel* 
come would it be to me !'* 

" Away with these reflections, 'my 
Loi>d," returns Wolfred, <' and Ibink 
QfOB your wrongs.^ 
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'^ Ah! there you say again; but still 
when I think on the revenge I have 
taken—^oh ! ^it w as too much ! Better I 
had reported to the world her dishonour, 
and banished her for ever from my 

.«ight/' 

** Whaty likjB the summer fly, to gad 
from flower to flower, and sting the tor- 
tured eye with open letchery." 

** That rouses me again — ^but oh, how 
brief the satisfaction-^wben I think on 
the malady that seizes me in return/' 

" There it is — and much I fear your 
weakness will prove our ruin— do you 
remember any thing of the circumstance 
that yesterday transpired? — ^before your 
domestics you told me you did not — bqt 
I crave your pardon for touching on the 
subject.*' 

" Oh, no, you need not — I would not 
be thought so insufficient even if it were 
so. Wolfred, I I'emember i^ confused 
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mass of circumstances, but every thing 
unconnected— or perhaps my imagination 
might have gone astray even from what 
has. since struck on my recollection — it 
-was /as a broken dream of commixed 
passions and exploits— sights that at one 
moment filled me with hope and joy; and 
Ihe next, chilled me with horror no 
tongue can describe. Ha ! again «like 
the poison of the tarantula, it rushes 
through my veins — see there — see there 
— ^the flaming truth again, ' Gunilda was 
innocent /' " 

' As the Earl uttered these last words, 
he started from his seat, but overpowered 
by energy and apprehension, sank sense- 
less back again, froin which situation (by 
the direction of Wolfred) he >vas again 
borne to kis chamber. 

Oar readers may once more behold 
Wolfred— -lifa^t demon of darkness — ^that 
monster of diabolical invention and evil 
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iieeds pacing with cqumioiis satisfactioa 
llie apartment alofie, and indulging in 
the most hellish cpntriFances to effect a 
deed like that ^hich in the beginniii|^ 
called down <m itself in thunders, the 
primeval curse ! Gold and pomiessions 
were what he worshipped ; ambition was 
the pillar af his seal ; and his desire for 
Adeliza was not that of love, but the fever 
of a desperate propensity. He conceived 
the death of Ethelbald, his brother, 
would secure to htm all these, and he was 
determined to effect it as soon as possible. 
'« This night," he matters, << shall the 
deed be done !. I have in a great mesu- 
sure won Adeliza to my purposes — at 
least to my care, and that shall enforce 
my every wish of ib^-^^the magnanimity 
of Etbelbald's mind is overthrown and in 
his death do I become successor, and lord 
of all his possessions! As for the boy 
Florimnnd, he i^all not kmg survive to 



teO me I have a riTal^ but on lus dettrae* 
tkm, will I lay the finuidation of my hap- 
piness with Adeliza. I^nt let me be- 
come owner of this castle : but then— to 
avoid a suspicion of the deed being my 
own — ^let me consider— I have it— his 
own dagger shiiU peflorln <iie work— -and 
for the rest it's here-^-the brain tiiat is 

tlQIlt wh^ritakdMel : !: ;};',:'K;:-..L:;i.>.ir 
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^.2Jil^>I> r.hA no i:id ^Ii^vii li oYiJff I oifl IbJ 
^<j^Il VfiiV) r .':jj.r>:'f»()l Mill 7f;l I liitV ,ifoil 
-:)<I o'fi 3'jI ic.i'i ,f5\iI:r>A iltitV fcfcsniq 

f^ld — jt t>7i:'f f — \'n '.r.iitn om iii! — ::.vo 
Lflfi — >•'. w/ jfi'HAIi* '^SU*! ; •: »;. ; ..!> nv;o 

Thou iDterposest; that n^Akficii fiid»3il '^ ,r: Vi 
Prevented, spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
WhatitiBtends.'' 

Hilton, 

"*^ A man so aear mo am'd and mask'dT • 

LlLtO» 

Tbkror and dismay reigned through 
tibe gloomy chambers of Ethelbald, and 
grief sat in every eye for the loss of 6u* 
nilda; fear gave birth to isuperstition^ as 
it originated itself from grief ; and super^ 

I .1 .JO/ 



atitioii .ptoducdil a \hamuiArwomk99 
ileifer before observed. •/;• "^^ i' - -^^^ 
« ThebftttkmcflBitSjdltbeiKfer^ttDW^ 
IhUD tbeen aec^* te irock-^tUe msMldip 
dropped dead at theiH ^fbondatidil-r^'liftf 
xiftMh perohecl km^: in tfa^ dwkellt^mkkr^ 
fii^s appeared, in tlie air-^^ndiforiiiJSi tbfa^ 
QSlud .shewed *hems^rM-^:»iAe<fci]]|fbrlly! 
MMBc^romiMi lebioh .thv^ vaitiah regafads 
rttiif7e^es> bc^ei tli^y wtired^ ^M^il-eMc^ 
The cry bf^ttaqtleo'twas dook • A*6c^ildiit^dfi 
Ae ir^'te* ;p0tr iioiMieiidi^Mil< tD be^ nVed^^ 
Bghis were)^bs«rred ii^tiibM ^M^^ftiMP 
OBstle. 00ldMe'6r-«v«r IlfjUM^u«iittd4(ttitf 
went as fsr 'nsf to s3tf they'^ad) wlt^^M^ 
eaperndtaralappewaiic^il^ ^^ ?j':\i:' r: ii/r 
^ FdP my parti'^ s^ fSittlWA, ^If^tt? 
dways Jbeeik; afhaidfl^' sef^hff ^faeCbittgi 
invisibk ever since the death blT^'MKri 
worthy Jady-i4iM^itf'ble«s^belli^'fbF^ft %d6d 



I 
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fW6(l soul! and 1 would notinedi it 
ghost or an apparition or ^tni^bo(fy of that 
kmd for the frorM; Fm sore I shoirid go 
oSkPi^. dead' m a shooting star. Holy 
Mai;;: preKrve OS r 

-^^*;Away with your fears/* cries Hm^ 
roldy M I have lived many years — ^fought 
a ffdw JbatttefH-^seen some dark nigfate^ 
ifnd^met wkh many a rongh cnstooiefr 
bl^PQver ^icoqntered any thing more 
gbofl^yor^viiable than my»elf/* >' ' 
•-if:>What,'iiot when you have met voth 
W^i'\s0tHii^ Oertldp ^ Jadc4i<-day«>*r-sitioe 
Kve}|}i9m--tAHiU0d with.ihese shootings 
pai^jl^v^ iillL^n nji^ay to a shadow^ my^ 
ing nothing about a skeleton-^wJby . yon* 
may see ^foogh me — ^Jrou might blow ttie 
awA y»^Ir.ve no Aesh at all — I'm all 
hoaesr 

, '< And yet you often wal^t to iimt me^ 
so yon do Gerald, dAdfi a female vassal in 



the (corner, ** bot I do not like lieing' 
Ito^^od by a bundle of old bones/' 
/ Ba ! ha t ha f old bones indeed ! I did 
not Miy my bones were old. .1 s^iid * I 
was all bones ;* but let me tell' yoathwe^f 
Marrow id them yet, for all that. As for 
f^bomtdf or spirits, or hobgoblins^ I neiHtmr 
believe or diAelieve any thing about tlMnj 
IVe i^i^r seen one yet, and I ^ope I 
BOvershalV 

<< Tfaafa very right,'' retmrns a venerable 
dooMstic. ^^ I've ttiever seeii otike; bot 
that's no reason but I may soBMtimai 
therefore if I. don't doidbt the i^^jMa#«iioe 
of .what's ifmnsibie, I diall.have' less ta 
answer for idien I do meeltwith a 

. .f< Ha! ha! ha!" burst i^tlh fpotirOM 
of thie minstrels, entering' as' the. last 
speech concluded. 

^ Yon need not ridicule otir grave con* 
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^^ar^fflrtioOf" ^lys th# oitber, (who w$» 
sitting ^ith the rest roand the 6re)^ ^,ril 
tffhrt^t^t 090 there ate ^iriig ixi the castle 
h&TAfimA some that will ouiile <Aetr i^yi* 

':j'TJkiiB the etmyersatiofi wtetronadtill 
4h*3l were ahdost afraid to leok behiM 
thiRt^ iphta tikei mm4rd «ha had just 
ftnt(m4 itifome^ them alU ht^wAhro^gbb 
a cheering beverage^ of whicb*eileh jobc 
ifdito{)mtafcea Shane, in order to j[b)olish 
^ir* feam^ and this at the request of 

)^iit>.tli|e*/dd8e of his speeeh^ tho.other 
snoi^nplgavie him a look that seemed to 
]pdttaMie» Humgh professors/ of. hanneny, 
they were now laying the ground work of 
diwoiid« Vhe berehige was dibtrfhuted 
fe^ly^Qot^ vassal throughout the castle 

but partook of it. 
f.vWolfre^ in the mean time Mngfattm-- 



him to understand she had sinca nnmirliAd 
^l^iHq>H^9&k)f Qi^doab iiim mbre . 

sftichidLy, tett mttst ^i\ beg lenre to db# 
titeethehodtmriie iAteadikl her ;. tiougb 
ISor JElonaiiUHl's wke/ she «oaid« hami 

hMOiur; ' WolfredkitrataniiittfofmaA;^ 
.VJorntanbd Was Jib ptisoiierf andiis Iffir 
d^pdnded <m hu mmpbaniia; thb «l 

#iKit)ietMbj«di» .Adtlika aim sanf Ihe 
HMiMelinftiUi«dia4 ift ewtpvlitcr^ tfad tiwH 
iskgly complied. . . i : i i 

Flr^nitioi^'viem Wiolfcad 

to Adeliza, £oit'tlidv bwr^^depsitaMviii 
thft itcnttte :<tf 4l£BiV( iAayt/ md ilaotigst 
attertlAigi ke -placud it sMded pucket in 
hw* haiidB^i of i ^/^eh te^ iciade tier vow 
otfpecial cai« till he. should require it hf 
keil)Bfaiiii .ii«iii«(^bt trwt her with th«t 
HM?, ht X}}mt^^$ iittiU he 'had ^BoUd 
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k$r cm^ide»ee by theimprisonmeitt of 
FbriaMind. 

They were now taking leave of ^aoh 
other to retire to rest-^the diabolical inr 
clinatioDS of Wolfred scarcely permitted 
him tto. leave her mthout aa< attempt to 
gratify tbemy even at the hazard of all 
the alarm and cobfbaiob it might ocea»* 
iipn throagh the cqstle. : SaddoDly ha 
recdleete4 he wfs in iirant of somethiiig 
the packet hehad given Adehsaet coiitaiti^ 
ed ; he requested it of ^r; again^ hot 
ivroold return it, he, said,; bn^lh^ follow^ 
ing monung* . . 

h Adelizarestoredit,aadeoiirtasyii^very 
hiw4 dbnddered and retired. 
. Wolfred*s eye fofiowed her to the doer; 
vAich was no sooner closed, timn hb 
coiintentoce changed to the, most boni- 
Ue and.malicioos gtitif that seaned to 
threalen destmction to every thing that 
•pposed him ; then looking' cawtionsl^ 
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ronnd him, in g^at agpitation lie hastily 
tore, open the packet, as BaHbold his fol- 
lower announced himself in waiting ait the 
door. 

*' You are punctual, my brave Ibtlow^, 
from the lowering* towers of SoRen* 
bourn/' he exclaims, as he commanded 
him to enter the room. Barbold ap« 
peared, having just alighted from his 
journey ; the dsurkness of the night and 
his countenance seemed very well to ac^ 
cord : he might hare been received as ft 
relative of Appollyon clad in SaxoH 
costume. * 

** How left you your prisoner ?** en* 
quires Wolfred.. 

^< Alive, ' teplies the fellow, '< and that 
is as much as I can say ; but as no on^ 
knows where he is but myself, and 1 4id 
not wish all at once to be deprived of the 
agreeable tmAc <tf his cries, I left him 

15 
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timet flajTsf {If ov^dw j, if he.deyo^s: \ti^ 
lim fiiatt^aad 8tarve3,lkftet?irard»9 th^is bi» 

lwil*i" ■ ;: .,;; ... : ■. ; ; ^-v ;, r 

** *Tis well; are you prepared to.atr 

-:. /f iXo fae sure I am/ in a^y tMng> gr 
^tmidythrQugH [m^ b^ref^-yet. stay mj 
lw(\i though X do. not: altog^tW feaf 
danger^ i .1 : misk to know befpre haud 
Iwb^trX Ain going abofit ; hv I do u(ft see 
•Any greaj^ d^al of eourage tber^ i&i{i> 
)ai«B'$ . throwing ;Ius lifp a^way hea4r 

« Truly, not," returns Wolfired,, «*th« 
fflBoVP^ Wftcl'tt give yW: Ae : Bfeo^wary in- 
structions — ^here we may b^ pwfprjuBcidt^ 
ftnd tofttse yqw QWH.plmtfet v<U ^e;^ »low 
Mi4 : *»».* 7 TkiW «»diagji i* a wyster> 

MP mimi^f tW w^ ^ ^ . 4o0f ai^ 

;dfiapptei944[v ' V ' '. . .■• : : i; •'•1.; j-u 

laaJStMUMd^jMOYfiti^ MiJiii om^M 



\ 
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mbt i^Om Mtbfal doiiestic Harold tci 
•tten^him^Iwid ^vem plUrttcular' dirae« 
ti6ti%}fw».eMr^;YffaMl tm dal|r to kec^ 
cm€fuL>mit(fi,. ft> strange loid Commixed 
l¥eve|hi8feai!»» .• i * 

'< I have named to'^duf-eyiery wcrel 
liartiiel; iii»enpf^'i tfndl subteSmmeteB |bs« 
sage of my.€ttstle»>imfl itfisKuily .iKyw.fer 
jMmr fidMity torseciu'e me^when Ictiimot 
pitottet vmjmM. hel a guard' be a^t apod 

*}iW B^ofat/iifeoi^ my. LomI/' jre^ltes Ikto 

1 ''H thejr aM flafd^i tdken ^rtfcf/irc 
Wy» Mt^itt9;ix>'£Hto» !i)tet8till nch«iii^d 
and) myateey. bat \pr^aildd df ol^e^ d* 
9C6inait»liboflt , ter'siunre » h^ftx^ ^fondtictfid 
btf ;thfc aidrof some'da^matarfil pblveh?'} 
.xi^itft'testiU hoprrni^ Loid>iiril ^iHlid 

sl^lit 9iiitdb;l|Mitor4iopexibl<^iiny:^^ 
in thi^:wBFW^ lboni#oi^ wJfl^aifligiiS 
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^1>ut away with the lii^ht^ aiid'^lietalce 
yourself to rest; as iry brother iB^eepM is 
the next ( h iml ar yoa aeed.not secviretba 
door of thig apartmenty for I mnat troa^ 
ble him, should I feel myself ipdiqposed 
during the night.** 

Hmdd took up ihs lamp, and bowing' 
Kspecifiitty, <]uitted the room. 

All waa darkness, save when the moon 
bvake.firont behind the ssible cnrtain of the 

4 • 

westy and shot her watery ray throi^b 
tfcb ;ar^hed and . Ufty caBiement en the 
conch of the distressed Earl. ISilence 
se^ed through' the castle, and Bthel- 
bald. was seeking to offin* op apvayeriBtf 
Ihei^oji&ito that! b&g wha alone i^-reobn^ 
diifejitheogailty i conscience, cand 'give vm 
pferfeet hafipisiieai { at : last. But so dread^ 
lollyi ibtkrthensoine .were his refleciSotis^- 
and so severe the recollectioA Aitbtottiqm 
]m(>^ teti3y')Mibmitlsd^«dl*his dEforts 
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: ' iWoIfred now soaght admisgion, to be 
permitteA to watch by the Earl; his bra-' 
iher; if he iband hinmelf the least likely 
t^ dK|iterieDee itnther indisposition ; this 
£the}bald consented to; and, after takings 
some kind of mixture composed by the 
fear Ambrose to act as a soporific, he 
reclined to rest. 

After the exchange of a few melan- 
bhc^y observaliom^ the nostram b^gan Uf 
operate most powerftilly on the Earl, 
notwithstanding the weight of his crimi^ 
ftality, or rather what he had been en-* 
snared into, and he sank into asband 
sleep'*^ ^ 

Woilfrfed took up thela'mp, paaied the 
lisfht itink) or* three times across the Earl's 
eyes^ shewed signs h^ was conyiheed her 
wii^ asleep, and stole softly out of the 
4kfaMaient.''i '.-^ :j..i- '•' 

'> (The ^mo^^snddcid^ disappeared^ and[ 
iff MEctalfge^ awfidnAUritf the hevr^ 



■^ ^ .^ ■*» ta 



:>s .^Hk^t 
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bpenpd Jo tke tbuch'jtf some midtiigfllt 
>rj$i^Vyi .^biQ, Mrrap^)ed in Etldailk roiigb 
^ptintle, PQW stoodi befove him* 1 > . i . * 
.. Etbelbald (tboiigh: he in battle bad 
laughed at fear) from his present weak 
sfOite, and the. terrific; appearance of tbe 
^rang'er, b^^ n^itber the power ^fspeeciiy 
Of that of dfdetiding liimself^ against what 
was about to happen, but seemed rather 
to resign himself a. victim to hisifate^ •' 
> On asi^nfl^ from this davk 'dssassili^ a 
second,; eri^eft>p€Kl like hiutsetf/ ifdUow^ 
«ad ht^yv^S i)^i^^)y closed the door, glided 
softly round, and placed himsielf .in a coti^ 
Ci^aled' p^ui9e; h^biad the cmrtaiu' at the 
^^;^.|0|'.tfa^l^UfPl, wbenonlay the teri^qr- 
struok £arl>i J He.next took from beneath 
jfifi^clfi^ a;laiiip^ and holding it up that 
:d»^riitbQr iM^tMy^a^cbciect riew of ^le 
'ftt9Qct..9ftj wbwaliifae: i#as. brnj^yed ;<td 
place the blow, !1l»^liiUaiil sidflid<?^, 
(MTiring! ihs tgteatbPifati;of iiis-ittc^' by 
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rusiiig the mantle. on his left arm, and 
jast as he' had lifted the potiiard on his 
right, that would have silenced his 
victim for ever, a loud voice as from the 
throat of Steutor, assailed their ears: it 
arrested their purpose, and as they extin* 
guished the lamp, and concealed them- 
selves as well as they could behind the bed, 
Aree .tber &ga,l .f a.o» cooUcce 
Stalked into the chamber. 

*« Ho !" repeats the foremost, " at 
length I have found you ! (Lights! lights! 
my followers.) Awake! arise, and view 
your mortal foe!*' 

His two companions, by some secret 
application, illuminated the chamber with 
an imul^ediate light from their torches. 

What was the EarFs surprise when, on 
recovering sufficiently to start upon his 
.obuch, he, bdieid iiis onknown ^aemy, the 
^man in the Iron Majs^k ! . 

<< B0 not alan^ied," he erjes, <^ I do 



not Qome to ilisp^tdt jcah^te under 
your own rooi^ thiit would be inhospiUfole 
murder, bqt jto.t^ke you buck ag^m to 
our own, where 1 fiw make myself better 
known to you, >aiid exirft in. the gmat 
{revenge I see^* / - You were pleased to 
f^cape, bnttrSou $n4 I am now about to 
bfiye< yop opoe niore ^n my pow^^r T' 

<< Whfit, ho! helpi helpf' exdnims 
the Earl. . 

<<Pfihaw! priiawr' return^ 1^: toon* 
St»iod monster^ ^' in vain you eaU~the 
whole caade is under my subjectiooi 
therefore prepare, you, an4 jour artffil 
follower to accompany me to our. new 
habitatiofi— Arisp \. say ;** here catcbipg 
£thelba)4 by the throat,.he was ip thie iu!| 
of dragging him forthf when one of th($ 
others, from the motion of the ciirtaini 
perceived the asssfesins that hftd copceal- 
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tmt wev^ sAtaikiad' iiB4^>coltt{ifelkti <to«dei 
fend dMBlMilTMy'tiifcich-^^ ^k! ittcrd 

succeea itt'*d|-i«ifi^'th6 ttUftivs^li^fa fbii 
dMtiiJ^— ilbi!t'|^av«'«!fce!EtirtlS^^ and 
strength to arise and conceal hirtM^t b(^ 
faffid s>8lld^i^net «f ^tt w^«M^Q^. " 
:'i¥li<l-eaiCk b^^ iMv(^ nttt^^Mek^ 
k)tld'^ flitid<« cott(u^ <#a«r-tIi»'^1iAs^iH(in 
fal*^hin^ 4Ef ^Word«( beTdw I «lt^^^&'''Q4f 
iifeeoniiii>4t «^asdl, (MdtAdjg^ift V^M^ill'l 
«k«i ty «n«(il'ih ili^' h-oh tiituikr(^t4n^''tL 
ll(fnM«igi«ot«fa; ^th iiiih'i^rdy^ii'iii^ 
Mood>f/' bgtite.' •^ret(inied"<«6 91!b4i^iii^i%i 
ittentJ'' '• •' •'' ••• ••' ■'•'' '•"■'' ji"''')!)'' 
• !:a Hai by^ li^lR Ito^«i^<ai^/^«'lh8 
object of my mortal ^leetf falls tMij^i 



^adnotbiag bdt his ftfeid doudli>reiaaiiUh^ 
^onlfl I had €eii1i ikifli (jb^ a^ Imiting sleeps 

2i» iimeiisc io^heiUty tHe f«}ann of tiie 
eaatle hdl^tnll arouie dte^yMsab^'aad i»e 
dmlihBobsirQ/$t0A^0B <tQ» i«kir)i> thoiigli 
the affrighted slave is sileifMa t&at>daMil 
«ti' feat'chia^^^diefioiiie; i<91ie g4^ 
mhae te ^e f Ibnhd^-j-^e udknwrfl iliis^ 
israante eMMMolM teMore^dvMy atiAtifeMHi 
&6l ihe ^teighit of «f ieB^ewoe^^-ft^ 
to draaRJri MliMmssi 1 lenfr^the' ilatk ^mmI 
pdBspMb iMdaof Mfl4 wh^b^^aymuk 
receive a recompense for all fhifr wrbtagfc 
he has d<mcf me/* *• -Xhia saM; he again 
absented hioMielf. ^' • / f ^ - '^ 

,» The ttoroH that fiiotfi^ti^'l^ud'peal «f 
thunder had direateoM ^t 'the begitminf 
of this afivay, passed offi in unosual itilU 
oessy aM) after k eonsiderahl^ pause of 
laleiiie^ tfcehom 4i Hm eastfo ^iMo'b^^ 
to sound. By this tiaie Mithki >#h» 



' the otlier'>tit<>','.(Ml«le'ibMilDt|1«she(l 

hatmaii) flltailM)' i*i4>coMi*lMl'tD'4el 
fold «h«MMlTM;'ti4iich''iii«y tki ihsb 

lucceecl iu'di-ivM^tte t)tMn"A«Ai tli< 
dwniier— tfalS'faW'lAe'Etirit^^ >Dd 
strength to arise and conceal hii^wi^ bii- 
Uad wdidMgu^net «lf IJM wiHftkn*. ' 
: "¥li<l liaMK Ml' Mit' nlR^^Meixf^ 
ioalJaiM)' cMliiMd '«a^'tl«''4Mi8^'<<flllI 
tdWhin)^ «r iiWord«:l)et«wi Mt(»- a^'fi>4f 

teamilii'tt MaU'A, (wdMaiifiiltViU Mitl^ 

)l# ()w aiM ill '^'kdb lli^rii^^n^^^ 

ttaiig'iiotieb, ^thUi^mfirS'^dtMai'^ 
M<iod},' kgaitl' ''reUinied""U 8M« «^i%l 
meiitJ'i ■ ''■ ■■' ■• -• ■•■'• ' '•■'■ ."■•■'I" 
' •> Hat b^- tiAW hftiuitiilal-' 
object of my mortal Bple< 
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..^' Alas! poor Harold/' sighed Ethel- 
bald, f' he^ is no more ! Doubtless by the 
general »lence that reigns here, most- <^ 
my 'domestics have shared the same^iE^ ; 
by the last speech of the leader of tiiese 
besiegers they are Idl'fled'by Ulistime, 
but let us hasten to the gate and admit 
those whose fealty has brought th^B 
hither to resale us/* 

The vassals having obtained access^ and 
learned the cause of the alarm,' diey, ipriih 
Ethdbald and Adeliza, adjourned Imme^ 
didtdy to the hall ; how was their astooiiAi- 
ment.multiplied to find the lamps bom^^ 
ing, and every domesiie m the 'taswaa*: 
attitnde of. his employ in sound sleep, aur 
if wrought so by the power of magpe^^the^ 
iprfairds .of the being in the iroii miadc in- 
gtenHy. occurred to Hie owner of the piooe. 
^Jnivam^&u eaUy tkt msMe^cnitk u^ 
under mjf mbfeetumJ"^ / i 



.^-:: I I 



JVbt S«A vi^' pheflhiei to Uarfa^ how 
tfaey^ eottkd fiiMk th^ jway into : Ihfe *tasi3eJ 
Wolfrfid , Wftfi oa where to. beifbiind-^ 
fMedk thBifattidlitti Jimd andeFMai 
kcnok ■. . • ' .. •" I. / • .i ''» 

. fiacbU ftha /fihit that awoke firon^ 
Ibia wifaouban deep, .^ane the twa nUn^ 
ittikj} ka4 by thia time'agaiD ligkted has 
lamp by another on thetstam near hmif 
lindsivairiitittftditti^ttfter the nrprisaat 
irifasf; .had luf^pfanecl^ to attewl the EacE 
a»d hil lMimhte>fii»l}ow6r^' : . 

4 

-liOoe; met ao powerfallf overcenfee by> 
thiii;exlramdmiirj\^ifi8tt q£ SpaiDns, hadi 
flam: to diewcaaUe:;. belly and given tiiei 
^^;n^ry^a*.had .there! beea overtalccn 1^ 
Ike w9aAh. of thai banditti^ and fell a^ 
vkjtidft tft Ha.tmgu ...T^otabn the wateh,' 
at fittt^bfigiacd. deadly min onfy adeep^ 
at ^i^tm^*tte4<ates|lsi>of the pie, tirlhd' 
no small astonisbmeAtofthdiraeiiraenf. 



This coald fio other way have been 
promoted than by the efficacy of the 
beyerage so indostriooriy distributed by 
thejDiagtrall 
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CHAP. XIII, 



'** As we ofteo le^ 



A sBenoe in the beav'iii, the vneck stand ttili. 
The bold winds speechless, and the orb }ielow 
As hush as deaths" 

Shakspbaek. 



The Towen of Rarenawold were 
again the ha]>itation of a fearfol a lence : 
jiot a domestic^ when he heard what had 
transpired during his repose^ but was 
pleased he had thus quietly escaped. 



minstrds^ ^«i| as i^ teveirage' ih^t h^ 

h(m^rAdehsEaL^ shi3 was. .too much l^ 
jbyjeij to be questiopecl i^ the matter, 9iii^ 
HP one thoufirlit fit to address the fJarl in 
(the uneyen state of hji^ ^^4 ^^^^ caoBf 
.tented thexnftdiYes ixt having epnie off so 

The last that awpbp qjid fpade his.ap^ 
pearnnce was £ather, JUnhrose^ , fie was 
by np mem^ sparer nortdtdJbe ^eyi^ moi;- 
Jafy I^is carni^l; appetites to bacoipf ;j$o; 
though he recommended fasting to (^^^^ 
it was fea^tiDjp he preferre4 bimself^wh^^^ 
ODQight plainly be seen by /the glpwiiig 
^Gpiantefiance he exhibited,.; rH|^«^as j^'* 
^dei^ s^ep <:Qpi^ting ^S/bei|^ tl^»gh he 
tappearpd fond of playing with tl^ofte of 
aJix»Qst eyerj? female dpmesK^c* SffjckfU^hf 
.fpi; Jhe.^e p( fOi f l^tcriml app^are^^ 

Vol-. I. K 
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liris tihie, he would sometmves wear, bot 
afl~his suibeis were coals. He never con- 
Tesi^ himself, but was ever listenings 
to the confessions of Patelina; sfaewm 
trig darling*, fie was jocose, when 
Wake, but very much given to slumber ; 
l&e thoughts of limbo never troubled 
lAvtkf nor did the affiiirs of tiie hereafter 
alarm him ; and whatever might be the 
event of all these thin^, it seemed a 
'mo^st' peculiar pleasure to him, whenever 
"occasion offifered itself^ to bfe laying fast 
Hold of his share of the blessings of this 
world. ' 

^ So," he begins^ ** I have heard of 
'the confusion that has prevailed, and glad 
' am I to' find you are all alive. — You see 
'what a wholesome thing it is to be under 
the care of a good shepherd— *^you are aH 
my sheep, you know;' I am your shep- 
herd, and the wolf dare not touch you 
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when I am by. Had you been without a 
shepherd they had devoured you all ; but 
as it is, you are safe. When you are 
£pkbdf uo4er mj care, tb^.rav^ous 
monsters no more dare to hann any. one 
of you, than wolves do to leap into the. 
arms of those who hunt them in the 
forest/* 

r '^ Ha, ha, ha« You our shepherd— «all 
safe too, forsooth — ^you mistake, father 
Ambrose,'' says Geralds ^' Ha, ha, ha— 
I call you father, but I believe I am old 
enough to be your grandfather«-^ronst 
hatvemy little joke, though I am oId.~-iUI 
safe too, forso<^ !«.^We are npt all safe, 
lor one poor fellow, it seems, has k^efk tolU 
insf'his own knell/' 

. «^ J3a! fipeoftheiockdead^siE^yyou? 
A ^tcay sheep, no. doubt. Well^. weU, we 
cannot live iw ever ; but yon are alive, I 
see, my little Patelina/* 

K 2 
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♦' I scarcely know whether I am ox^ 
not, father/^ she replies. ^' I have been 
dimost frightened out of My Senses." 

^» Well, holy father,^ toyu ftat-old, ^* I 
ftxmt leave you without a bleMitfg, after 
fliis extraordinary alarm. The Earl re- 
quires my presence, and that of the whole 
castle will be wanted, I expect, this morn-^ 
ingf. He deems it no longer prudent to 

• » 

remain here, but fo fly tO'the^urt of octr 
good king, Edmund Ironside, for protec-* 
tioh* • " 

^^ Ha, ha, ha, iMrhat say yon to <hat^' 
Higher Ambrose ^" inquires Oerald J "*' tll# 
'Em\ no* longer means to trust Ijfmsdf in 
your fold, though you may be a very 
heavenly shepherd, he seems^ 'rather t4l 
prefer the protection ef hiis earthly killg. 
OhVmy shooting pains !-^-n)Udth*ve toy 
ttttte'joke, Ibdttghf aate eld.*' 

" Aye, aye," continued the Frisur, " all 
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« 

these troubles arise out of your abomina- 
UeIusts-«-you don't mortify your execra* 
ble sins, — Oh, yon are a little rogue. Fate* 
lina. I say you do not fast and pra]^. aa 
you ought to do* Is it not near breakfast 

time? ^You are a set of prophane 

wretches, and what can yon expect ?-- ^ 
All your deedsi are evil, I tell you i^ain, 
*— oh, you wicked little rogue, Patelina.— * 
Yes, I say, all your deeds are evil.— Tou 
nickname each other, you swear^ you^ 
gorge, and drink till you blow yourselves 
up like a bladder — give me a chair, I can 
scarcely bf^ar the weight of my own flesh 
when I exert my;self in reprobating your 
atrocious al>ominations. — ^What can you 
expect ; but I would have you beware, or 
ril put yqn all under penance/' * 

^^ You will not put me under penance^ 
J h|9pe,Jather/' inqjuiires Patelina." 

^* SfUskce, y:ou little rogue, silence/' re- 
I^lie8,hewiiiki^g,an4 putting his finger 



108 ITBCB TOWBES OF tLAVmUSWCTLD: 

to his nose that was covered over xnth car- 
Btincles, «• What can you expect, I say? 
::.-! say, ^hat can jrotifill^ipect ?-«i»Why, 
hovp^ ydu stand and fetighi mid grki, -awf 
fnWrtf, and gape, and stare, after the te^-^ 
f?Me jtld^m^nt that had fallen upon you. 
Yes] -and you will all fall yonradrcs, if 
ycm db hot have a care, T say, the weight 
bf yonr sins will- crush you." At that 
inomeiit the chair in which he was totting 
^foke under Wtn, «nd he fellbackwards^ 
h\xt wis soon lifted -oil his* Ic^ by Aose 

Ground. * 

^' ^ Well/* he concludw, '• I sbaH ndt 
stay to harangue you any longer this time; 
all of yoiil -follow inc, and let ui iing^.'SPc 

The shedfterd then quitted th^ liall^ and 
^alflfae sheep ibRcrwedhhit.^ ^ 
The Sart and Harold were Mhi!ir'^d^i* 
togetu*^ 



• ■' )k 






diateber, near' the - north tower, hannt-* 
edr . . 

** ^ it li understood^ my Lord, seve- 
ral of y<ltir V«is§al«' have observed light9 
th^ at tmnsna) hours, and none witt 
venture, iw ies^, towards that part of the 
castle/* 

' ^^ Be it s6. Now, Harold, would I lay 
Ojj^n' to yoo my sonL I think I may 
m oonAd^nce, after your past fidelity ; 
bti^ first swear by ali the g^od you may 
hope for, 4iere and* hereafter, neter to^di^ 
vulge/*'' '•.*'•> 

Harold €ontplied« 
* Sthetbaldr then laid open his^Iate guilty 
proceedings, wiA piercing energy* Ha- 
#{>ld seemed greatly affected by the EarFs 
confession, end co«^d have offered much 
in behalf of those he supposed tW injfufTed 
^pnrty ; but finding tbe Bieui idready over- 
%urtbened witii auction, declined making 
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the slightest comment^ and rather sought 
to console him. 

The Earl continued,-*— '< If the spirit of 
those departed be allowed again to visit 
us — if the wretch (whose hands, like 
mine, are crimsoned o*er with blood) cai» 
again be tortured with the bleeding pre- 
sence of those we suppose are sent head- 
long into another world, where will my 
wretchedness end ? I cannot hope for hap- 
piness- here, nor ever dare I expect it in 
heaven hereafter. Where can I turn for 
comfort ? — Alas ! I am a miserable out- 
cast, thrust naked into the storm ; and 
look where I will there is no place to shel- 
ter me. If I turn that way the red light- 
ning darts opcHi my Bght, to avoid whic]^ 
if I look dowawards on- my mother eartl^ 
the &wful thunder rouses me from my lom 
thargy— the piercing winds rush through 
iny frame exposed, and the heavy weight 
of waters fall upon my head— Homrder my 



wife }-r-aIl Datiire shudders as X prmGaw» 
the deed, and, that she will not hear it 
again re-echoed, hnries it from h^' startted 
ear, within her HoUow eavities an hundir'ed 
fathoms down/* 

^ Take comfort, my Ix)rd," soys 
Harold. ' > 

'* Comfort, good Harold! Comfort I 
Oh, where is it to be t&andP 

^ I have always nnderstood, my Loray 
there was a comfdrt in coufeaskm/* 

w Ha! say yon so?" 
' '« Father Am(>rose will have iC so; 
iihongh^t iio not gather my autkority fr^ 

^ '« Well^ well, myfaithfelfe}low,'ldd 



heliere Ithere is it bat yoii assert ; fbrf feel 
4 great d^f of: 1^ {iressore that Wei 
Ittnkgm^ en my mind believed l^y wkal t 
have now reyeaied to yoti,. • Thongh y^ 
are not a priestv whofe Ufe is ^onsecrata<i 
to profession, surely, goodness must ac* 
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knowledge^ as consecrated,, the upright 
heart and pure.*^ 

** Fear ilot, my Lord."' 

^* Wdl, Hairoldr ^ 5^otr have d€t me oti» 
the business of making atonement every: 
way. in A»y power for the deed I have 
committed, another thought occm^ to^ 

^* Should the chamber of ebony be the 
altar of reparation to the wounded spirit 
of Gnnilda, (for who knows but there hev 
ghost still haunts,^ to watch my fleeting 
actions her^ onec^rtb), shocdd it, I say ^ be 
^ altar of reparf^tion it is ther^ I would 
offer up a written confession, prayer of 
oblivioB, and every other thing relating to 
fnd concerned with thai taost horr^e 
transaction, the munder of my deareal 
wife. This do I wish to be secretly beJ 
stowed there by your friendly hand, if yoH 
have the courage to perform what I woubi 
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iiave ; and tfaiis nutst bedotie anknowii to 
all but you — 'proadutioei when 3^011 Imiv^ 
•perfonned ihiss a prayer >for my afflkted 
soul. Theo shsdl the door, by ybii, be ^ 
sealed and secured, a^d orders itooed 
through the* castle, that no one enter it 
again. If there her spirit wanders, this 
may perhaps appease it ; and with repent- 
ance md concession, hi the end bring 
some comfort to a wounded murderer's 
bosom." 

Harold engaged immediately to fulfil 
the JEIarrs request, as he was not swayed 

by superstition, neither was he overpower-- 

•I 

ed by fear. 

Etbelbald directly fulfilled what he had 
proposed, and gave it sealed into the 
httads of Harold* ^' Away, my good 
fellow," he concludes, ^* and may heaven 
with your absence and this packet, bear 
my prayers and deliver me, as far as can 



.M 



fMft inswept it/b^ fm the ^urcise txf my 

^ <t«imt, /ta justly inyi^lfs butif|ny.«i& 
inrere. iofioceiit; good God! how hute I 
.l)6(^ deceived! !" 
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CHAP. I. 

9 

•• TeU 
Me, ye who can and have your senses free; 
Or^ ai^ you all indeed, like me, struck through , 
With ironder too r . . : i :.; I 

** Sfie where it goes I even now; out at the 
portal!" 

ShAkspears. 

HaroIiB immediately executed the 
EarFs orders, nor, did lie return Void of 
some agitation, arising ircAU what he had- 

VOh. II. B 
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experienced in his visit to the ebony 
cli^berv; the yery xi^me aS wjiucb be^ 
•<&ame H terror^ ^ not only to the 'domesfics 
4>f the castle^ but likewise to the vassals 
around. 

The Earl eag^ly questioned Rarold 
the cause of his alarm, and what he had 
seen ; this he refused to answer, allege 
ingi he would ibAoA raoh reasons at a fu« 
ture period, as would convince the Earl of 
the propriety of His conduct, 

. Albrm^d and perplexed a3 was Et^U 
bala, at this tune^ he would not s^ffer any 
<lf .^Wlfassals to quit the castle, and yet 
lie ramained in as much fear of treachery 
A&iiodgk^tlfem ai^lie did 6f the assailants* 
^uch were his fears, he declined going 
into any formal investigation, but resolved 
«i itxmtMmtxiy flying ^to. iiimdoQ.to snlicjl 
jpidte et ioit t<tf Bdimuid; : a3 Ttie )pr6sait 
■*tJUi^'0|Hi (enHBJ lie ihaA tDrnmtf 



/ 



* 

; ISR^cati0»9 yrw» .i09& MiMle, #ad All 
Bttl Jl^t 4rat i&r the itoitat>piilH^ j«k»nl€il 

Tiously fortified the cfMHbliMJbetlMtflilllVH 

tiPt t^ m^reypfiFr^^U^f^; hftif jietM^i* 

ii>tgo forth in jseatiii of iFloriiMiiil* j 
It 4» .49jtniog€ tp r^lfttc^ itbut 9009 frilw 

W^fed; ftod tile ml^lNif ;w«lio:«titth^ MqaA 

gencQ of EtheHMJd's departure, wa^<fvai^ 

b2 



4 nfttf oMfiWiBfts or lurBNa^otifti 

^Otts to kiiow tbe event of his appliciitibti 
to the king, they set forth in '^iii^ise/ at-^- 
tended by^Bafbold and about half a do^ti 
of the banditti, resolved, when they readi^ 
ed tfaie metropolis, to . learn iti sMift^t^ ^ 
thait miglit transpire. '^ 

Adeliza, soon after the -abstoce of; the' 
£arl| began to ruminate on'tlie'b^st'w^ijr* 
she ^ald cD»imeiice an-'^^xpeditioii' in 
qnest <if mm she so. mu^h loved; ^wboitf 
Wolfred had acknowledged was hispri* 
i^joner^'and who might, perhaps, never have 
Ihe 'liiei^iiB of escaping with his "life now 
^>t^atit^aad his follower ^ere idi the 
^MMbd^ df 'the man in the ^^on mlifik.' ^' '«' 

^e feia^di)' relate to the Earl the con- 
duct he faad'sheWh'her, dreading the 6oh'- 
seqneDices lAigfat Ml heavy in retuiti. iom 
the life bf Flafinmttd J had she d(jne thsrt, 
it must have raised suspioiom in the mind 
t)i^ Sdieitald, he hftd As'ylft been-ft rtran- 
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, . Tile CMtfe of SiAleDboiim, the resi- 
. d»ce of Wplfredi was situ Aed oa an emi-* 
rMDce, in Wiltshire^ surr,ocuidied by lo# 
; marshy lands, eneoinpa^s^d by rud& 
.mountains, craggy declivities^ wop^s, an^ 
.$0 forth. It had been sevieral times be^ 
•sieged during the Saxon, wars^^and gr^ 
\part of it, (through the negl^t of £thf$l» 
• billd, and Wolfred's inability to repair it,) 
.was in a state of ruin and decays . It 
.fwrmedithe picture of a dark and rude 

ilhii0tttre stnkirig, ^raitber under the weight 
.<»ft e^enty than tin)e,.as it.was jonly f9Uo4* 
;^' soon /.aft^ the SaxoBis b^^n to*estalb- 
.lish tfaenisetves in England, on: the inyitih 
.lion of Yorti^em, against the; Scotsr and 

Picts^ wJlaeli .WAS yery little mpre thaia 

fiveimpdred yeBUs previous. 
.As Adeliza.was contriving how she 

could break the st^it^ of I^r mjudto s me 

one who migld^ assist her on her joum^ 
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OMber/as ^mU •» direct fae» on the way» 
the wawdered by chaaoe, iiinm one chwtt - 
fceir ^ another,' iiito titt lately oceapMl 
tty the Eairl's bnther. Castiag h«ar ^ 
gMiBi^, as «he r^ectod <Al>tlie nMMy^ m^ all 
Ae ftiyifefy ami o«iamiiiy that acccmpt^ 

«ted* fecfir i^iiod4i«^y eBpMd i»eD«etl^ 

•^thadl»eeik Al-Ml^htiplfly'iUte tt itfe^ «f 
.am miltlB^ti li kttUddisciely ^a^ifek k«r 
48 tbtf very paxkdi be ha<l fftreii iitte ter 
«a« awd jOilerwfllrdar irMfdnMAi« fito- 
~f»4HMff hkr tNHdieyy, sh^ 4iitt«dticc% 
•««tcfa«i* it IbvtK tBid» aigveeitfhiii M fi« 
■4apScmimm,m^Ttt^ptvP€Ai tin paekethad 
-4IMriNl«tt beeii^ fiaoed there la the tfoii^ 
leieuitiMic^had lately prertalboA, ee i»cenif- 
tlWi tot ii gfl «f 4hleb» it^(v«««o'#' <n«etfted. 

The first tUiig thi<t «fiw:li bir, tMs an 
'«piste of mber !m<t» eoMiiniefioft^' ad- 
^^^saed t» Wolfred, by hk ragged M- 
^tff^ BtttWld, ftdd ta«-ab 1lott6\i«» : 



.msv MMcnui cm iiuua»awma% 1 

.^ Jk^ yom hive alwap found hm dbe 
Mem Sh* any d^sfmrgtejohf sc^ I httve met- 
naged the matter yi%t z» jaa oAmMMdM. 
The atriplJi^ that dared pretend to rival 
yoa has now obtained the reward of his 
ft^aamfltim^ I /have Mgsedi hM In- the 
Hrmig kdfh of tfad vrartcm Uim^f 1b»t 
Iwmga <Hrw die ditch, miA thptatoMl hin 
wlik inmadioto dealii», i£ hm W9m% mi^ 
(4laxm»! i did set teioa him doram iMo 
the. eoMnit aa I tiifiiBght|9e>ik Might Uie 
tehevd the offheetMt mt^helim of eheir- 
iii^ Um the waj there ydHridl^ Im 
kaeffimg Jma k>^ aa jpen direi)ted we^ 
«ui it seems. te aMwei^'lhe.pieirpoie fm 
wjAed^h^he chetges yoaivtith tii*eeaWif , 
sad says X em <aii je/sratfl ciet'^Mf^iel 
sosic«drtl~he*U talk &»» as he finds kes 
to suppeit his etomadk Vhie tpfoniM- 
tkm ny MetttmKT will dblir^r t(»^.Bi(d£^> 
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who is in your pay, and from whose 
hands you will obtain it. If you need my 
presence again, say so by the return of 
the former, and you will soon find me 
youn at comma;nd^ 
^ ^ ** Babbolp/' 

<* Hal it is plain/^ ijhi observes to her- 
self, '** this epiitle alhides >ta the impri- 
simment of Florimund — ^perhaps even 
now he is pining in a dungeon's gloom 

< without even common susteiiance !. Rolfo 
too in league witli the maohinations of 

-the • monstek* Wolfred ! but he has *m€ft 
-the regard of his villany, having fallen a 
.Yietim at the castle bell whilst itollibg the 
sl^niic Surely,** said she, '< the EarFs 
, brother must be cpncemed with 'the inys- 
iteribiis vi&Stors that have so < disturbed 
^oiir^ peistce^-^and still,^ the death of this 
- fellow^ and tike absence Kif Wolfred, seem 

< to ' oontiiadict it. A moqieat must not be 
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lost at all^ evsetite^aii »pff^aring to [find out 
FiorimuDd/* ► 

. Adeliza by no means' f^lt beM^lf safe 
in the castle ; she was. resolved on adven- 
turing ia quest of him she loved, and a 

eiccoitistance ; that itruck deep into her 
bosom took place, and forbade h» longrer 
> to hesitate. .' - • 

. She sammobed her maid Patelina to 
gp 3Pr>th her, to the. opiitoTy. This girl 
she discovered had onjQjg visited .t^M; walls 
1 ftfj:^id}^i^m'0r attendant on Gunjildeu 
.jCXn; tlieir. alriv^llat the ssieted chanheTt 
\ AdeU^ft reta^ ev«ry particm^r^ enjoin- 
:;mgiher>n(iaid toc4bciefcy^.at ibc^ ;same time 
i>90Muiivwineii 8iQ« f. ') ''f'?^ - 

r..' ^t<iliii9Jb^niiyed ftithoittaiidleani, b«t 

]]nno!^ia««l to^.^tiMe in s^recy. AdeUia 

ujged their jonmeyjiog in t^ idwgaise of 

B6 
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fair one, " let ns equip our^yvM ) in Ac 
•itteaftfliM Ii#ill offir ap acpraycir lot our 

- AitcAitiK cl6(Mu-ted to htokh iheir dii. 
'iftiiatt^ aad Adebsa kdaU d«im iafcrrcat 
''•iq>plic»iioii.« .1 

The sQlemn stillness of theplMeaisiA- 
' M her in devotiotty Anil^htf Mft« 4dfid of 
Ufinidkias i<«ttffa) h«f pHiyeM mtub i»t 

• ' • t^bcHng h^ 4«Btt^id -did' tkik cdtte 
<'6«lrit M sMA m Aii^hl h*f e bk«b ttp#rt- 
-«^,. iAi« tibMe^ fltnd <«riMi «ii 1^ fvlatt of 
t^lMiit4lM^«oA;« idm^mma at unic 
wrested her attention.' Tonnig'inMNid 
j«tf Jetfft 'ftwa'<w^«ii» /it pttoOMikdy she 
^ ll^4i«ibident e«tiftg4lbh«iiA her kl^ oqd 
'ivmiwi^na>4itd daxktimi: '■ -r: 

OS 



Best, rest, afflicted spirit rest ; 
^ For wh^t does grief ttvdl; 

Our life is but a fleeting jest. 
Then wherefore weep and wail t 
Malignant guilt may lord it for a daj. 
Bat innooence in time nmintunsits swiq^t 

JabdfttO. 

: The l^mb hecdmes tke «i4ff feUj^^j, 
To sjiflfer here »whilw. 
The Wolf is slain, and borne away^ 
The lamb preserve from guile:' * 
' To adverse giiflt an earthfjr reign 19 given ; ' 
' H» JMMWttXe pte«tttiineiMie fa Iwaiaa, 

.. Tlie voioe -w^ 09 fin* of jope i«i|>uj9^ 
:Uiii9 «)j84 luad ibe wss ^ in. tr»|»^^ 
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ed^lier. 8he was hAlf inolmed to believe 
the words were acUhressedto her,-bjit 
immediately checked herself for the 
thooght.. • : • i 

AU continaied silent — she trembled—* 
made anpther effort to retire, paused 
agaio; the solitude of the place and the 
darkne^ that enveloped her increased 
her agfitation. She thought she heard 
footsteps — she again turned to listen, 
when^^ what weing ' lier fbeble eSoris to 
support herself compared with the sight 
she had to encounter, a door opened on 
the le£t, the , place became suddenly illu- 
minated.bjf the entrance pf a^ili^U female 
fi^ikfis} i!k>bed tb appearance in the most 
delicate white muslin, but in many parts 
t^clrstatft^ with blood; i»fae bor^in'her 
4Mttd th^ ft(rm ef a \M6tp, and ^^ imU 
iimtUn^ tbiraise keif v^ «lhM tk^ *evnfkA 
thn(Aiih\ftnghVhkve^% cogireotTiew of b«r 
•iabpRif/^liqMbtt «iMBe]o£ Addixft's do* 
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mestic r^tommg, caused her 'to retina, 
*' like a guilty thing at a fearful' sum-* 
mons ;'" bat just as Pateliua was enterin^r 
at the lower end of the apartment, and 
the vision of the female disappearing at 
the upper through a door on the right, 
the veil was gently ^ raised, with a slight 
inclination of the head, as she vanished. 
"Almighty powers!" exclaims Adeliza, 
" it was the spirit of ChmildalV^ and 
sank immediately to the ground. 

Fatelina arrived just in time to hear 
the words pronounced, and behold her 
lady on the floor; but she was greatly 
alarmed, and her screams brought other 
domestics to the jspot, who proceeded to 
raise Adeliza. 

On her recovery she was silent respect- 
ing what overcame her. She felt she could 
no more sleep under the roof of Ethel- 
bald till she bad been in pursuit of Fiori- 
numd^ as such they preparcKl their dis* 



.fjob^s ; but it wa» not tifl the mqriiiiig 
.|bey effected their escape^ biddiiig' adieu 
to the horrors atid mystery of the Toweis 
•f BavenswoUr 
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^^ Hence evfiy frief and every audous cwr 
iSiii with the' seas and winds, raise tempests there: 
Strike ali^onr itHngs to joyful ineasures move^ 
' Aiid ia«t^ voke sonnd liberty and love,'' 

* > « 



f t 



*•! 'J 



** Who is't conies yonder T 



• / 



, Har hairdisorderM, and her hoaie^ dressy' 
Betray 'd her wi^nt, -and witness'd her distress.'' 
' ^ * " " * VBBNoii'8 Tbaksl. ojf Ovxi>» 

years, has been slMt^u^'fal pkiiiM doir- 



t ^ 

w 

the world anew, and feels a sudden 
transport at the returning dawn of life 
and liberty, so did Adeliza experience a 
secret happiness when she found she had 
escaped the walls of Ravens wold, and 
thiB dangers that seemed to threaten the 
castle altogether, • - -^ 

Her follower, or rather companion on 
her journey to Siillenboum,' was one of 

* those who never' bestowed a £reat deaf of 
serious « co^fiicleratida jOn auy^^hiAg,:,aiid 
^..t|ii^^was an expedition that seemed 
particularly the wish of Adeliza, she now 
appeared coptent to accompany her, sa- 
tisfied witnin herself they were just afi^ 
safe abroad as they weje-^ bofeoe; ' '* 

'Jftbj^ i^B&^dtiWanis, Patelina direct- 
ing their ^course; ^' and she biegan, after 

' Deggmg pardon" for her curiosity, to in- 
fluir«4)f^oHK^«4ne.hQWJ^€ilP«pi^^ a 
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wait the return of Ethelbald under the 
care of Harold^ in whom the Earl 
placed the most implicit confidence, and 
he having no isnu^cion of her flight, 
their escape ha^ been the more e«Uy 
effected, ^ 

Ditiguised as pilgrims they joifrnied on 
without interruption over hil]», through 
Tallies, woods, and barren wikis, till 
coming to a wide extended plain the ap* 
pearance of a strange Jigure at <i distance 
attracted their attention ; it was iad«4(nc« 
ing to meet them, and Adelixa, at thjB 
solicitation of her maid, was ali^Mt peis* 
suaded to return back for > shelter. : . v *> 

On consideration of the miracokiai 
manner in which she. had hitherto been 
preserved from harm amidst the dangers 
that lately threatened the inhabitants 
of the castle, she condemned her own 
fears and checked Patebna^s solicitations. 
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the world anew, and feels a sudden 
transport at the returning dawn of life 
and liberty, m did Adeliza experience a 
secret happiness when she found she had 
escaped the walls of Ravenswold, and 
the dangers that seemed to threaten the 
castle altogether. ■ - -* 

Her follower, or rather companion on 
her journey to Sullenboum,- was one of 

' those who never' bestowed a gre&t deaf of 
serious -'COQfiiti^i'atioa jOd any ^hi^, '.and 
^.t|i^,«'as an expedition that wetned 
particularly the wish of Adeliza, she now 
appeared coptent to accompany her, sa- 
tisfied within herself they were just as 
safe abroad as they wereat In^e. •' " 

Tli^y mfvi^'iki-wdr^, Patelina' direct- 
ing their^'course';'and she 'began, aftor 

* beggiDg pardoD^ for her curiosity, to in- 
.^ifre^f, omlJicroiue how she. escaped a 

-ivH'Tlfly.'Vitl^-the Karl. 




eittwiii^ with' flowdrs^ and firoiBi wkkk 

were siisptoiiBd « pi<9ce of atedi, a lavge 

fiiat^ and b bandib oi MntchM;. bet mu 

ray aMegetfier was of masy cdona; aad 

ihow par6B> of her fledi Aal wen A* 

^peted a{i{»aredr mtfaer duicdotiped b}( tfe 

>«nV li^«k tknt tieglect of cleteKiMi. 

Mbr ocmiitettimae mMMlied Ae aoatteiitf 

^maiijF years opBhfr in a i a b ytkilh ol 

^ratngemkife^ though Ikor fcahami atf 11 

:laia^ tkm nrios «f tBanMdtodont i>6aa% 

f«nd aittiirfBa^ tettlTiHii^' / "a 

r .Y4f wk) ^faoaifc tif 'ibrlmi^'^l'ewl ii 

JUntyv BttA dwDL 3 HWBr i d( fe9 eeeawp lb 

ftMwarkl, teneadiilierfllnltailraAd graii. 

doK eC yoor '^cImmI vcyJB itaRiOT 

\ed ejf«y ftiui bdibl^ ia^^Ms ^poar^dKl 
dotted obfeol kow'vitfa^wfely tiietwik 
•^ yd* can cattyoor ^was •efoi^ ander 
fSin^fo^ M tlw Akaigirty^s ,^ $9Uma$M^ 
plesT That essence of the omnipotiaBt 




r^ 
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spirit which, a»it is iinprbi^d by cultfr' 

Tatibn raises ^man above 'his fellow, tmd 

snakes him ' l6rd: 6f the creation ro^nd; 

.'that inward man, that can when, its giver 

pleases raise the slave above his oppr^ssor^ 

ahd'firbve to him- ha has . one thing lei|t 

•stilL out of his reach ; thatimmtetal sCrue* 

iture fcoQi which we meaRm«^i:he extent df 

-other's wisdom whilst w^ improve our own^ 

•an^findfiwlselves lifted ab6v^ the amhih 

tiniii:^ ^.worldly abimdande^ aiM l^wek^ 

the great globe itself i*\ Jthat (whstiiefciviB 

i%e "in 'por€rty or affldeBci, <si«te4 i^n a 

t&rone or. shelteFed mid«b the n^rabllb 

-hovel) that^ when iiisithe.plea^nre of him 

' who called the M^brld out of cha^s^ and 

.^lAf^lai there be lights and there waft 

.light/'. 6i;^lA«^ may be overtarped, may 

be snatched away as ^^aU that the eor^ 

inherit sfnUl dissolve,^ aad ^* Uhe th^ bas^ 

lestfabrie of a viytoti /eowe <to< a nfetft 



■th'tsJiigt^idn W b% etiir readers to 

excuse. As the poor afflicted wanderer' 

» • » 

Mtibe ^'ti^arer^ she perceived ' our 'heroine 
dbidf )ter coifipstnidn/ on which ^she mside' 
an inimedilite stand, paus^, and gazed 
cmutem ibr^some time, till she broke 

silence as follows: , * • 

** Ha ! wmti «{ririts are you that cross 
ixem tbclfierf Wy? my path has ^ready 
bem blasted fcy one of the four fiendls' 
Aat 'iornli^nt ifed^, Pray> O pfayhare- pity 
*ow, fo^|)toor' Wiiifelred's heart is almost 
scorched to pieces." .!..:•::;' 

"^ ¥*ear ds riot, thou poor afflicted one,** 
retbriis" Adieliza; " ra£her than aggi'avate? 
your sutferihgs we would pour balm into 

f. ... * - 

the gapi^igf lyounds of your wretchedness, 
Ahd restore you 't6' yburiself." i. - ' 
■ ** Hush}*' sayft she, ** I am myse!f; 
but the eVil spirit wants to make mti 
otherwise: he forced me into the fairy^ 
nnJ9r just now, 'and what do you think?'* 



9/8^ I'HH 'WOlFllilflOf ilAWHiiilHliillii 

, vM ;|: 49pa^ i0ie8(|»*.- Miplifs pur lte« 

not pr^mp^tws^^yi^att:; m I vnptM 

e4: mf icr a jffery ^rtioci^^yQfi kww ray^ 
name ? — ^Poor Winefred !" . 

<rl(faiiik,lbav6be««d^f it'' ! 
, '^ ^(Hh yes,, yesj ^irwy b^ biis ImmA 
<>f lines fw4 titl^ mUJ^araMn«y.a|jre»raB< 
l^Qow.iogres whan I^liav^^epenpadtUA^-**! 

jQU xe Mb jsopd .^piFitfir I b^?« Xm 
will not harm me ?'* 

' ff We vcffnuot .bpacst of ^oi^r,, goodness/^ 
abseiTes Adefiza; ^ but I bop^ /^r^ npi 
too good to alarm ffK>or Wmtfttdr 

'^ £ear Winifred f «»g:^ly F^oeafa tbo 
wretched wanderer: '^yeg, that's niei 
€fv^ body .kpows /wor Winefted! can- 
damned to waUs barefoot over fivehw^ 
dred:i*^drhQjk .ploqgh-sharcsiH-didyoa evei; 
8eemedai^fieP"«r-^£feFe she .began a ¥%• 



imatf 'oi ttttkudWy ^eif^n, and gesfettres; 
sodden ly Moppifig) (^e wbnq>erB A^kfisa, 

Tenty-sei^eii ^Mt of Afe fi^e httndred,; asA 
oiig^bt to ^t off Hiofe b^w Hi eota^Ktnent 
to my gcpoci foftiHie ^ fai^': -xrea^ yetr 
know, is-a lacky number/' 

'* I -beliere it is/* returns our he^ 
roine. 

•** You rei*f to every thing,*' sh^ ItMitily 
renlaf^s. *• ^hy does not the otiber gen?- 
ftA spirit i;alk a Httte?— ia[a; you are pil- 

.^frkfrnfioTO 3 percwie.» Wfcy, Mrhere have 

« • 

been my eyes all this* tiii^? 'Hiish! he 
m m^t coming is h^? I hate to^look be- 
tind me." 

Ad^fiea i^ked around, atad TsrfeUna 
«^tlhillie<i silent 

"'^ Why, Hiur^ty thli$ niust be an evil 

r • 

ijpirft, that it "Makes no re^y f Ofc, no } 
a *pilgt4m 'I 'i^ ag^aib-^HWicb mystery 
vnder that cloak.'* 
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^ Patelina; began to be alaraied; whick. 
^d^iza perceiviijig^ made signs to Wine«^ 
fred, with a vieW to convey to her, Pate- 
lina had lost the faculty of speech. . 

«< Oh, I perceive," remarks the wretch- 
ed outcast j .<< depi*i ved of his ears, he is 
obhged to hear with his eyes, see with 
histofigue, andpeverspeak at aljr*. 

Adeliza bowed assent ; then questioned 
Winifred, the ,:cau^ of her fears just 
now, and dread qf, looKio^g behind her r 
. « My evil follower,*^ she. replies; " d« 
is .always pn the watch, always, crossing^ 
and; tormenting me.' • 
. ** Fear not, you are safe,*' our heroine 
assured her. ' 

; ** Aye, so they swore when there was 
not an hair's breadth betwixt me and the 
loss 9f , hoijofir," she exclaims, (her feel- 
ings Vy ' chance rexainded of some afflict- 
ing circuq^stance.) ** They flattered me, 



9am i?owsBS of itATXiMPNroz.]>* t$ 

Bttdb iae beliere I i«^ai smifelliiig mdre 
ttmh mortar, and^thact this lawctf vrwVt 
was all my own 1 — Sweet, you kiMHl^ 
my name? Poor Wine/red! — ^Hoshf if 
^OQ slioald see him ebmiog V\l hide tMi 
in your cowl, and you may say I aiff 
gponeby.*' :....' 

<< I will; be not atavmed^ fwe*ll take 
CAM* ^f you/' " V ' ' .' ' / 

,. f* WiU /yi>u ? In return TU gite y«» 
g^od council. If yoii faave daaghieai 
let them not visit camps. Oh!' I couhi 
veil a<t0le would make yoo' weep ^our- 
whpitaiifci AhrAugh, though you might: 
labt) till 4D<tmaday. ' Ha!' now the ifcordi* 
ed cfarth strikes iipwards to my heart-*-' 
this is all the foul fiend's doing 1 Does^ 
not , the/ burning ; sod destroy your sab- 
4cte?.''<< '^ i • / • '■•' • 

:*^ Wei do not find it so;' was th<i* 
answer. ' » ! 'I = ' ^ •- ^i 

▼or. 11; c " • ' 



ffit 'mMMNmnMMiomKWAmiBmmomm 



<R:W iR^^vtomb tipitil;vui Iky. ;8«tpnMil 
9wdf J^lr h^,99ii^b-ft^v»Aymftvwif} wiAr 

1M#'4»ftM!>#^tcid^» thill fi» idme^go^d 
IIHrit ^ufht iiii.«qry: hdi0i^< and wen^^ 
dered all their fire ineffectual ! ".00 yov 
MfciiedihimffaimBgT'' I * - i " 
^ No, no, believe me/* fl^ay» /pm hb^' 

MAtfotuiB heari tlie«tory of ycffirJsuiler^. 
i|i|[»j;V ItbettJbirtii994)o.Pate£M,ti'i' I am^ 
tQfblaoi)eifo tMcbnsipott the t^ndW^sttriog^ 
tfaitt drove heip^mbmi^ itifik iU^faeiib/'^ '^ 
. f^ Yoa' : tter ^iadeid/' .iffepbad jbein • ^fblM^ 
k»iw^>tb3rfii «gaifiwBii|;iiidm«liod^^>tlie» 

^ifftiHa I I pMoeive.yoa <;anDet' peffoiAifet 
miracles/' continues this poor maniiie^') 
^Vypd is^nii^t mAkQ the :^oiki to speak 
yet* Ha, ha, ha ! here you come.*withc 
your sandab, scalkqp, rosary, and tomU 



is jom iw^ldasiA now ? Hi«bl: did^wtf 
I bmrliiB tread-^look balmid ymH-I'dwe' 



not.** 



i»» 



'^ I see notfaiBgy Mr/ do 3r<Ai need to; 
fear; — 0WMt Ooe, be patienC* Ii tr '! -- 
*<^ How! do you ^^qiwe about -me wiAi 
an oily tongue ioo?tr-9«tikint!':cfin:I Im^ 
patient, ^en | lliUik h&vt ihe tiogi ^, 
war fawned upon* we* m their 'ligilii! 
arrny; the feate was iM>tj»y o<w< iktfX 
dragged me to: itf—tftey fflfrdadfine^dolMi; 
the aocuraed tide of^ran^ lillr I beciMiei 
cominoft ifi eveiyi^notitib^ iSX My ; name > 
was at last^tha toiin^ the bnz of the wbole - 
camp!** This speech was concluded, 
with an hysteric laug^ that eventaally 
orercame'her,^ and: she sdnik to the ground) 
exhausted. 

Oar disguised heroine aikd bar foUoweif ; 
endeavoured to raise heri uf),; and as; they 
wiped the cold dvope (vem bte* folrehead^ 

c 2 



ilRr.lAfettiy b^g^ii agaiB, *(«» she threw' 
her^haggWd eye upwstrdfl, and sh(K>k her 
bead) — ^*» Spate nay weakness — ^but oh/ 
did you but know bow unmercifolly they 
to^ehhim I ioved, itctfar away irom me 
— that thought IS madness? I feel the 
bjiniiifg Worm' anew, His crawling throti^h 
my braiif !*' After a' desperate struggle 
sb^ iregained her feet, and breaking from 
tb^vi^< iMy W^r#tt>ti«atiftfied to gallop 
hidlkr^kdter oti M^ d^irfii themselves, but 
tlMy must hah in all their fwry, to pollute 
a'^bannlesil iiiaid,neittbUter all myftiture' 
days, aifd^rtr< me fonh tMd'tbis doMlate 
wilderness of plagues^ »ever to see him' 

•*' Now/' observes Ad^iza, « we find 
tbe spring of all her sorrows is fore — her 
hopes were sown on an unfruitful soil, and 
the produce of them diisfippointment — ^I 
pity, I feel for her r 
" Why do yon weep? no more of 
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that/* she requestft, /< com^ 'sit ^oli ddiivt^ 
— ^you may pefbaps feel th^ 'cdld hrcese 
though I^'^dft-^ni kii»d)e 3r0» i fee/^ 
So sayings she gathered som^ sticks, fern 
and rubbish, straek a light with the ^im''* 
plements she had by her sidlB,tatNl imme^ 
diately produced a Aane. 't [Qi<me, lOt 
yoa <k>WD, ^ from first to IkeiC Fft tell ^<Mi 
my sad dory/* ' ^ » 

They were both astoiihiied t6 fiad hei^, 
all at once, coUected» and sealed, ^lii- 
stivWf in earnest expectittiod, by the'^fiie 
^ she had so quickly made. ; ' ^'' * 
-^ You may smilet" she ^vooe^dl^* ^^ til 
the splendor of tn^rdMn;- bat^ttioogifl 
am a desolA[ldantl^m¥okigWn' himself^ 
depMiA on H^ Ihey w<>re tt6' sftish clothes as 
mine at that time; but enough. 
Tbere was a man, among those who go 
forth into battle, I once loved-^I rever^ 
encedy I adored him ! What did I say^ 
a man ? he was a hero ; let me call him 



jk pAi be wm. QDe, and well the gods 
JtQQ kiiQW it; too i«eU for his safety, too 
&tdl Ibf my pee<^ f .! . Onei day'* — at that 
moment she broke offi.mid (fike one of 
jo^ie. desperate band, whilst regaling 
ibeiwelveSy and suddenly suiprised) she 
lltairted iqpi' snatched iortb. a., firebrandt 
Mid;:^|p«qlatRd; ^t fie .ooiOest th^ fury 
comeSi to see if I have p&3sed^tbe,/!ef3f 
jM^dlofil/. Mv0n.biiiidred and seyenty«teven 
bwM^giMiiedjments liaTi^ I escaped, akid 
ifffr m^ tlHl.teaainder! X^Hifc,. look» 
look, an army fd bbe loowts v^itb red 
frmii|g|t«ibk be bridga, with him 1 1 4ear 
ifum jm^ I thia is 'wjf- ]areapw,.<^e tfn 
t)ieql^b9)«i^«Wtf me .^poiHit .the number 
^ .I/ei«cfii)fQ(;.09er*4woTHAn)Qrrr|s^ 
thusLsha continued tDqmberiqg tad da 
V)ir(^<^^o§s :!the heath) .flonriabinf : 
biasing; Li-^d over h^r bMd^Iaad sen 
limestsiDgpiB^/ ,' . ; . 

I : * :I. J . I : •• ■ 



*' Dance o^er the iSre, and dance under the fire, 
^ I would be warm once and I have my desire«7 

Till she was quite lost to their view ; they 
then departed, not a little astonished at 
lier ecceotricitj, aDdpunued their ooun.e. 
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CHAi>l iii: 





** Sooth, I am weary now — yet I could oiv-^ 
'• Aad yet I coold not——." 

CoLMAlf* 

^' O bletsed. Messed rnght. I am afraid 
^ Being hut night all thb b but a dream, 
^ Too flattering snreet, to be substantial.'' 

SHAK8PBARB« 

<' Ha! what new alarm r 

Lewis. 

Thi:y were yet aome distance from 
Wolfred*8 castle, and having been thus 
delayed, the approach of night began 
to overtake them before they sought a 
shelter, Fatelina was almost fainting 



with fatigae, and AdeltCtt^'VioiUitli^liBld^ 
ing she had We to inspire'' ter''^ ']Aft 
journey, began to feel y^ekrf'itii.^^^ '' 

<« At all events, if yoii ^itl iiollet itt^ 
rest, dear Lady,'' bcigins 1^4ilinii/'' ^^ 
hope yott will let inor Ittitf; tf^ kmn 
pleased to make me danib'jilstiil^ip|(i> M t 
^igrht to hlAve a cfodble ^i4vifi^gb')(>^ W^oe 
here." "' -tr/ru 

. ^< Wdl, my girl, attti what Imite ^od to 
My*?'^ ^n^aineahermisltfesii^^' ' i I )l 
*: il! Why, in the fim plaievlWhat :do 
y<nl think o^ lliie poor- kiriserable^cfi^t^i) 
th^t lately lirft if6?' thitt sbeh^i 4>«^ 
far gone in love requires not a qaestien*-^ 
but w^' 4o yon thinks ofir tietl Alto* 

**tlltt^'??*'*»* ^'*>f^ ^'' Li!r^" lit dd ot nr^ju 

«Qi^ tlkttti wie 'h»M^ sMn ; in InKV, tbq 
less the remembrance of ^her : «ltt«l[sL*w]|ii 
Ml Ifelteteithe bat^^/i^wiihaArdbAitd it 
iajwlt ^ ntfUfiihing the r^s^ttidtiDtt'iyf'fwIt 

c5 






»»» , 



#llk»>l^Rs|fl>l!K9t>h« ;, %• wy: »wti part 
f «i^mN4tflffpti8iMUea43ri«l i c^mbi^kcetr 

i ^q^Aie; Ai^itll? touched I", ... , r i > • .!, ; 

vt f >l -jBM» tt> iltN fl M • * <rgnt(l>olnting 
to her lieait>^wNi «nf»>JtI«»gi<;fHi ktioWk 

ifg^.tAtlHr .lM«f^ny«f v4ii<)iir8t%«ifl ) wej 

begin to be fiktigued as well mgfmtlmg 
,itaMii ))iNii4lill f wonld goloi|.v^ y/^ ;. 

jMlKt<]I«Mdtdttd«>''rjiir-! 'in-ir.i .t otft f^'t'. 

> 
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-■- i. 



^ l^dl IB viRFfUimsiII Jkmxwi otimh file 

Ambrose, I think we may as w.etf^do 
^jpmi? know, iLanLy,'!! i«tti«fraHl i)iM^A}8 a 

•H^otbe/MriM :«ildlrooeiwtMi|ite»:.ii^ jpit- 
scribed to th8tAbMl^-/4iBM.'t<it49Bp .tbem 
Jn ,tke;:(llii^v!«id^fai*> thay. «are onl^ the 
ij^YMiioM Off wise tiles b^lttke aHkvaAtigie 
rC^d ignj^wncAt j: B«ti it>as : g^nMiiog! Isite, 
.iMljf^ ^ iii foslrollcpfiisien .^vilil^o^et- 
take w, before weillMte/fimiidifUisdMr 

.5^ Aft4hit infMt/tt'^MMii^jMy^ki|«jifi^ 
«k,i90^d«s4ei^pdbffro9fa;»>thifitefc^bM^ 

road ; bvrt.Msqingt 99t fdia^ois^d' ti^iltdto^ 



9S .rmB !t0'WwMB 4m tULrtSSBKVOLP, 



eA him I tovh&f ;ti UiMBtity^wKd ^iriti ^as- 

^AlMfe«4nliiri«ea Ub Wwild ^gT»Mi t^ 
^amcidbloiyittoh^fiMiilMk ftiigttt^tlff»«^feigYMl 

'her fgcej:4a>Jiira»jfatdhMi^Atooi o: i .il,-. ^ ~ 
He complied. ' > On: entering liis^ liaU- 
taDen 6f>pelutatoe;^rj^e7/ jpercehred he 
rwas m '^RMTs : c hdf bafi a floiniig< . <Wh)fe 
Hbe«»rdiUI«5ceflHliJi9)tto-dwt ttreirti: aK(i<his 

a feigned voice, appeared a very yolit^ 
i|ii%i^n(^*r«dffilBr^itta1eti^^ te'dbf. as 
liitlW^ms^^^litf 4M)ttldyO-flic^ ver^" 

i:! oiUfleri tbi^ )iad> JdcM g rfre tlw < c<»t» gg^ 
returned llHudBe;<|o ihttciAttttf hlydtj^^ 
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.<m bothtiideiitrwlADfa (sfraagQ toirlBiite) 

^e ymHbi 9^wlf ^tiUm ib0i^vtS^ 

without further cermnbv^S >;i. la o:.i s.i 
-iil^rJMOiliflddUsdMi^f of 

:fifiiGk»iUe okad>idW«M^€tf''«id 
nunstrtlsi ^irndk/tmei^iASbe XuB^^ 

.vefttttcesy/MiliftehrHhal fan|kattaqgixllilliB 

isttari h^9ilm% |iwK lyiiiiinxt tkmul 



'36 .^tux^wdrnmaMommivngfmwaM, 

iWhte 1larbd4a«ii»iii0ft a»»U^^ 
he \aA no clmii6k'of'ahi»Mtt|lb^>U4i^''t^^ 

« 

by Wo(lc«d,4o!liuMMhli m4iii atiMttit>t>^ 
the life of the BiiinY9'r'»o 'i^Auv\ Uiuiliu/ 

^toA feMllfcMihi*thie^Mii«i^Ji<t||isN; 

lid iAi%uhe^hmuUifae;Unidy.lb >liiflh hamA 
y|lidB>;''ntlnM«i) faiiii thiMp|pd|Bd>y 'retbcMr* 
-Hig'fariie^^^Ml'df Ahlii>^^ Ag. taapfat 

be able to drop thd»agii|iki^.^6!fditcfay 
AoiMithifbte.lnflidieBft?f^^ vifater, 

forbiMtely effected, aftetiM^ iureoida^ 
TJiMMMfcardbi^ifaftdt Utuit lil^ 
tefllii itoJtoblyi hilt* ffeiUHd)i! i»*kA 



^to bioiHr/^f .even* at kmowledgie lie ni^ii^ 
ibiere, ..• '^^ 

' He jmiBediately . made to tlie first ^odd 
he came to, for sheker^ having*^ Aomb 
welMire satisfied his hAngi»r *wilh -trmt 
fffkd beirnet^ ^wh^reverhe could fiftd tjietn. 
Jla the naorning as he was otaking tti^ 
way out of the thieket,:he ^peircetveda 
jcave in the hoUow o£ dlsook^^wherey ofi 
entering, he found a Tery TencMMe 
hermity . w , , ^he , ftgpmea of tdeatb^ who, 
i^fter^ a;ferye^t,ipc%y«r for FJoviitiistid'a^ 
wdfare^ aiid. his blessings Sot tin -a»- 
^sistfstnce hfl h^dibl^ed ihimf ifii ttis'-esk!^ 
phfing QH9iitfMs» cbroj[)p€ii)lifetesr iiiljib 
WOfiS* ', . !;,Mi>i«':'J :►«!•;" p. :•)/•-> 'Aif.n. tn 
'^ .Florimui)4 cpi4d:i^oi2frithhQUI:llH& tdkir 
of compassigi^^ifpr wl9:iaiM)thoiigi»1db». 

i> i^BwP Jffmn< fcr.otjlMi fOUAi ^JA 
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depttrtt«d . ftoul (not ^odhliqg baJb : it ti;aA 
, wing^ its flighl; ito /eternal ' bappitiessi)^ 

be adopted the hermit's appearance^ hav^ 
ing likeVi^isa. tdk.^ off hi» beard for -the. 

cop(iplf^iop.'Of. histpurpose<. 

Jbi.this wity h& hftd i Hometitnes taketti 

up ]|is..^i>ode;«in oiie * nookV soitietiitleil ki 

• ' ' ' 

another, and every day strove lb gaih in^ 

^igendb that mig'ht* be conducive to his 

siE^fety^ .wh^ < all; was qiiiet at Ravens^ 

wold.. . .^r r: I .:i 

Tl^fty ibvrtbegiiti to boniidei'^Vhal 
steps, were 'most ]i>riideDt to be taken iTdf 
ihe fires^it, ^nd in a short time deter- 
jiiined tQ'waoider'togetfater, disguised a:s 

« 

(tlpey.: weiiei^titill>«^the(f cCMild devise the 
means of exculpating Florimund frofA' aH 
•jdiciveDgeiaib&'Arft 'threatened hitu;' and 
4it!;b6<qpaeihQi»«Wr3ibly 'United; " '. ' '^' 
1 :, jNotli^|:>]»tiKMikr • ihlnapitM to ' tbetel 

«duB stwltor feMbeAlA «li«fv», iiiisim a 
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J|fi^^yi8^^^ of raliBsL a per^dft passed 
^M^lyiJNX '^d;9V^t wi^Wt ai»ilii»s hfaUr 

.iJQf^, bawev^ri « compftUed to return, ii^ 
jgpp|ieqii#poe ](^f tfaemoonttiii torrenti) ob- 
^fjjTi^tbg^^a on JU9 way^ 
^) AnJb^ ad^rjBSiedi tliese united wtede- 
rerSf to question them respecting the 
jofpTM^ of f the conotiry, he .a|^pear«fd cbn- 

.fos^earid:figiMil|9^ ^ 

JtM .qq^|f(f|,jM0.r1»C'tib«^H»l«nthat bad 

< MuM^k^mn A'niMnnei!jtbrt/seMMd 
^|» jil4^€^l* b(P j^fi4 »»<MM>(Aii Uadwairttiwii 
^ii<«oV 'easily tki^tj^- iittiiUsi bitebi) 
in tW ilO Jir>^.;tbe(Je|hb«qw t^WMjM hi •mm 
J i ft illi r n iNMfMitod.- > JbMb .fmm '/diieoreriB^ 

eiMiM.RbH:iwi»wlar-A(}fIia»;b«o««tb ihe 
4i^WliRM /Hihich ,lhff i had takem» m^ 

It was now dusk, and the tain still 



ed them, makiifg^' Mf*iMfy'>yk^^iMih 

lftiHit||f.iibfd4 <«iM)» i^fy'dbihig^^t 

(irandiir M*— y i ip > ^f obatf taaf i i>»1 1i i fc 

^ JMweyba/'Toa tmm nittmjdntniMkillm 

•M doakV ii» dba|»M, ■Mf'wIikt^Tlirlt^ 
Messed yut iumt* Wbea you anifttitiit 



• • • ' f 1 

iIm^ -md • of our jdurney - 1 . will expaiii 

f M When;' Mui FtorinMind, '« wBl' Aeve 
'W«ii iiid ^these in(j%teries? but let'niB 
net dtsooncert you my lore (to Adelite.) 
The rain has ceased* it is growing kite'; 
Jdt us «^;in search' of a more tiecbming 
^riieHei^ for the night/^ 

They had Mtgioiiefar before tt^y ^i^ 
#eiii|terad iu^ their 'way ^(be^earoise of |i 
ho&mf that had:letiiy fotten dMd, ^ptf* 
•kMljrbeiiaatha mereflels.H^.! ' ^ 

Affixed, tOfwftat had wrrsd ite < ^br* 
pwilof a>saddli^ Ihey^famii^a aai^fwr^ 
bMwf»|ipedinia^^eee of ^^ooMkidrj^^iUa 
)hisy took postaHMOit^oi; and ii^mim^mt 
hing U^rri thbjrciiiKmd atiihe baUkktlieii 
•Ciaoi old oMn'^-thafMmeof -Harbold^ 
who Tiewing them mt filgsiiast : aod hairf 
iog Aogrdat taste for.tbi MndvatiMl of 
relig^0i^ii(^asttdi4armeeiwi<theai'M hia 
ftttols/.'^ :• '.' . • >» - •• '■>:•- 
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It )¥as )i>y; thi^ time very d)irkf t^ad 
they were indaced to confess themselyetu 
ia some^ tespefiifi,^ whidb the b)4iiiaa 
readily consented te their 'stity tUl moen* 
ing» ai^ Uiey eiiteved wkhoiit further oe- 
rei»Day. 

jWithifi sat. a Murdy yoong fellow^ Hk^ 
son of Harbold, his Miae was Gtlkiest; 
on thefir entry he af|iemred dMBftwedy Jnit 
soon recover^ hinMwiff and. faeartag twa 
jof tbfi,g\k09Uk were^Womm, idi^oised m 
inan*s appidrelf hia eyea seemed to sparklft 
i^itfa a |>eoaliar AatuficfiiRi. ' ..:T!^ 
. M^AertUalmit4ir;lii^iM^coaIdta 
^f !ft very finrejiirable apfaamnce j^'the aid 
mii^had a deiq;> ismtrofrar bi» .left tenqpley 
luiidi dl^ jrwartiqr niage'of bbth exhibited 
^'degree of aMraseness'hy no meaim 
{deasiog. tp Ifaeir guests. - ^ 
\', For a little taiae. th^ sat ailent, when 
idl at onealhe owner ^rthefihice (forc- 
ing a sort of smile^ or what might rather 
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9 

I 

t 

« ^ • t ' 

be tehn^ an ?bs(ldi<ms grin), observed — 
•* he percMved thciy* were quite knocked 
up. I am not surprised at the /emale 
side 'of* the question, but for you, as a 
man, I am. What do you think of my 
boy?*' he asks as be lifted the light 'fiill 
on his dark and bus^y countenance, then . 
turning it on that of ¥1orimund, he con- 
tinues, '<! should have taken you for a. 
woman foo, now 1 look at you agaiil, if 
you hhd not told me to the conlrary ! but ' 

m 

dbnse, cheer vp, and make yourselres at 
home — we have no women here to keep' 
yon company/* - « ' ' • ' ? 

' •^ What is the ufee of your alikiDg' Aiem^ 
to cheer upj^ interrupts Gilbert, " whin*' 
)^ do nothing fo reTive thfem*rli*t tis go 
cMt and get in some more sticks, kindle ir 

m 

g^od blazing fire, anJI leftve oUr visitors " 
in conversation to^etlfer' tAl'*we' come* 
back.'- ■ '»t»^* •'• ■ {'• ■ 

- ** With att Witf' htam"' nfy' M/V re-^ 



I 

fl|iaili be abl6^to fiod ihemr some x^^refrii** 
menU 

Wjith a significant glance at. eac^ 
otl)er| |;h6y left FloriaHp^f Ad^liza, and 
t)|fi^ ; foUower; mt sg qompqsed in 'their 
iiiti^i.on as they, eoidd l^ave wished;.. 
lu>|iireYer tbe former iifas not willing ta 
jfldgf iinfj»V0araUy of liis Mlows, witibont . 
ar;mot?;.|HHent cause tlian that of the ex* 
tenafal. He > eB(^Qa.voar<^ to comfort 
A^eliaui, and with ' the aid of the 
lamp: on the rude table before them, 
proceeded to open the packet they had 
f9aad on Ike ammalt left dead on' the' 
ifMd- 

. The contentSt ^ it were, petrified 
iliei»~part of which evinced the horse 
had fal^n under thfe merciless weight of 
Barboldy anii theiv sight was finally 
astonished at the eBhibition of seiferal' 
Uoedf .«l0tb% apd % digger besmeared 



faring letters, stood the name dC W4ak^\ 

..,¥'^BH¥4^I^¥A9q^4(l^ Jni ai!deiv to. 
cpfu^efk^c it]^<j>% iBWW w fe^ 
uomm^, fearing circi |int t»l <q ft<k.attig)lite 
tramj^re to affix a snspieion of guilt on 
Ibem, for whatever Moody deed the in- 
tftnunent bad been employed on. 

Adeliza and her followel' oeariy 
fainted at the flighty bat the recollection 
of what might follow from the return of 
Har bold. and his son counteracted their 
feelings, and sensibility seemed checked 
by confusion. 

In a few minutes Flmmund ruidied^ 
in to them again, and throwing him- 
self on a chair, the victim of nevT 
alarm, he utters — ** Good God! what 
have I heard! for your lives watch 
my every motion, for this diabolical 
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old .fellow and-' hA 'sbh arte ^eJMnihg^ 
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*^ *> .' 



At that moment tfiey both entered^ and 
proceeded to. kindle' a fire, spreading re* 
fredmieat»--^hfek'gtieirtA'W€^ terror 

abdMtonirimieM. > < ' ^k ' • 
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CHAP. IV, 

*' Far le3s abhorr'd than tka^ 
' Yex'd Sc3^1a, bathing in the sea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarse Trioacrian shore. 
> li^or uglier follow the night hag^ when called : 
r In secret, riding through the air she comes 
Lur'd with the smell of infant blood, to dance 
IVith Lapland witches^ while the lab*ring moon 
Eclipses at their charms.*' 

Milton. 

Fi.oitiiroKii, thdtigh the old man had 
thought fit to apply to his appearance the 
epithet of woman, was by no means des- 
titute of courage ; still, as he had two 

VOL. II. B 



(and those of a most desperate as well as 
despicable sort) now to encounter, for 
the preservation of Adeliza and her fol- 
lower (omitting his owji personal safd;y), 
he was driven to watch their proceedings 
with caution* 

They were ignoFant of his having 
quitted the place when absent, as they 
were that hp had Qverhea):d their conver- 
sation; ?k fire was. kindled, and their 
coarseiaffe nre^d on the table. 

FltHimmd soflfered a thoosand a|^re- 
hensions/ least what they were offering so 
liberally mightV from the mixture of some 
poisonous ingredieivts, lead .to . their over- 
throWr aJ^d so closely was he kept in con- 
versation by Gilbert, it was with difficulty 
beoould. a^toiiu^^ «( 9iag^e sigYi tcii^is 
beloved Ajieli^a oar her maid., . 
^ The, old wan, howevw, attd hii sim 
^ginniog to eat very heartily, Q»y fol* 



lowed their eicample on ike tfame foodf 
with saifeAy, and were eqaally eacrtiou» asl 
to the beverage they took. 

\!l?he9e'did net appear te be Ihe i<ieans 
th^ ititettded ^ottld be lital, as such^ 
Florimund was the more alarmed and 
puzzled. The f$ir one eomplained of fa- 
tigue, and eat and drank most sparingly, 
as did Patelina also. 

** And ptay, my worthy host/' in* 
quires Florimund, ^* if it is bot an im- 
pertinent qnestion, d<o we behold your 
whole family beneath this roof?" 
■ ^* Marry, that you do, my young ad- 
venturer; and let me tell you, though 
ydu do monopolize these fair creatures, 
you see a very fine fellow in my boy 
there: he is a chip from this old stem, 
who, in its day, give me leave to tell you^ 
has not been deficient. ^ 

^ You seem to carry your years, I think, 

B 2 
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with, a good flow of spirits still, nor. do 
you appear to want atiength.to upbbld 
them/' returns Floriniunid. . 

" You will know more of that by* 
and-by^" mutters the son. tQ bin^ielf 
aside. 

. Adeliza and her companion ssit ttem- 
bling in silence. 

" Spiiits!" cries Harbold, '^ strength!, 
why, ' zounids ! when Gilbert piit( i^, one 
of bis sullen downcast looks, I oftien. 
laugh, and tell him I shall outlive him 
still/' 

^* Your son, no doubt,, from the mild^ 
mss of his features, (here Gilbert turned*^ 
aside to conceal a face more like that of 
a fiend than any thing human) — ^from 
the mildness of his features, I repeat,, 
proves, no doubt, a great consolation to- 
you?" i 

** Yes ; and so I will to you presentljty" 
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a^ds Gilbert to himstelf, ** if 1 do not to 
ikose you Tutve rvitk j/ouJ'* 

"A consolation, indeed!" replies the 
father. " But, come, yoti do not Inake 
yourselves welcome; drink? you per* 
ceive bow I enjoy myself that way. 
— ^Drink, I say; and after that my 
boy, iny Jelly boy, shall give you a 
song." 

Florimund thanked him for his kind- 
ness^ but refrained from drinking much, 
thdt^h he appeared to partake copiously, 
and ai^unSed great gaiety : turning round 
to aiccost the hopeful offspring of this old 
TilteiQ (whose motive, as well as the son*i^, 
waB to gratify their carnal desires), he- 
mrprised> Gilbert raising his arms behind 
himi ^ith something of a small cord; the 
Tlllain hastily concealed it, and bowed 
attention. 

The old man perceiving his sou*» coti^ 
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I 

fasioD, relieved him by requesting he 
would give them one of his favourite bal* 
laids directly. 

Florimund was all attention, not with- 
out agitation, though he did not ap« 
pear to notice what had just, trans* 
pired. 

The <:oura^e of the two females begaft 
to fail them. 

Gilbert having recoveired his wonted 
.confidence, exchanged a few trifling ob- 
servations with Florimundft and. then ber 
gan to sing* The drift of the composi* 
tion, compared the advanttgeli those not 
^overburthened with conscience; had aside 
;Of such a$ Mt that intrard monitor.; in 
respect to worldly enjoyment, extmdiiig 
even to fraud, rapine, and murde? ! anwl^ 
in short, of too profane a natuiie U> Ibd 
place within the compass of this our n^ 



JkdisiizaLS fear iDtereased^ as did that of 
her ibllowec. Flohmund's agitation was 
oC a different kind, the temerity of the 
villain caused his blood to boil ; still po- 
licy compelled him to wait a fitter oppor- 
tunity of avenging it. 
t A& they now assumed a greater degree 
nf mmiment, they began likeWMe tb 
lemove the mask of their treachery, by 
coitiiiiencing unwarrantable depressions ; 
and as the old fellow attempted to salute 
Pstebna^. his ^ wn. aroite, waving (Fferi* 
mund's consent,) and .was about to take 
tihe sflime liberty widi Adeliza; this X)ur 
hero prevealted* 

<< J beg pardon/' says Gilbert, as he 
endeavoured to conceal the impassioned 
emotion he ^ felt; *^ no doubt you are 
weary, Sir, and our sport becomes trou- 
blesome; whenever you please I will at- 



i> '» 



tend you to your chamber ; we h^ej>ut 
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two rooms and two hammocks, you are 
welcome to them ; my father and myself 
do not mind sitting up all night, taking 
cur nap by the fire-sidej any thing so as 
we <^n but take care of the pamng tra^ 
veller.^* 

" What my boy says," adds Harbold, 
^^ I second ; though I have to beg your 
pardon for not being first hand with hin^ 
but I see how it is, the dog will be before 



me. 



• Florimund thanked them, but dedioed 

adjourning to rest. 

•' Well, well,'* continu«> Harbold, "if 
you will not go, I am sure these sQuooth* 
chinned pilgrims are weary enough^ and 
ril shew them the. way. I do not know 
one of their sort in the worldi I woold 
not give part of a bed to at any tim^ 
with the greatest pleasure.** 

Adeliza having watched the eye of 



Florimund during the last speech, politely 
refiised ta accompany him. * ^ 

<*As the gehtlemaii, father, does hot 
Kke to go without them, or they without 
Atm, perhaps the reason is they $re in 
Ae habit of dividing differmtly. 

Fired at this observation, the protector 
of our fair one did not fail to resent it,, 
as far as his present situation >>ecame 

him. 

This only roused the indignation of the 
Qther, who immediately replied, he sup** 
posed Florimund fancied himself a Ner^ 
m their company, a» he would neither 
jf^ to bed and be sad, or sit up and he 

'w • 

tMTvy* 

** You are right, my boy," adds the 
father ; '' and I see no reason, because he 
objects to being happy with the lit£te 
fogues, who have thrown away /their 
petticoats, we should do the same; its 

»6 
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iwo to Qiie a^Dst; him, aod so liiere 
goes." 

'* }Vhflt mu fathff s4^Sfl rqjlies Gil- 
bett, imitating Hartiold's speech ji^st b««- 
f9^^,:i^ J^ jecmidf though I have to beg 
pardon for not being befor^^and n;|^ 
^p/^f but I see kofifitis tq be^, a^ must 
f^Uow tJ^ eocmmphJ' ^ 

. With these words h^ arose from his 
seat, Florimpnd also started up (feaj^qg 
Ml attack) to be <Mi^ jthe^fes^sive] but 
the ot^ejr stamping iwith hjig foot, a tr^ 
|B the fl^pr gave way, a^d the love? was 
^eia{Ht^t^ into a dark hole l^ueatjit 
Wtl^ ,9JEders ta vpi«pare.ii3p|p^d>a|ply. % 
death, as that, hour would inevitably bf^ 




t • 







in^w sciUcjited;tq tf^ 
tif^i: sumI^ ^qc^esce Uti pFopqsal^ the vmf^ 
ij^bpli^al to the^ ^eU]Ags, with tlu*eatf 

9fi "?#»* a^ttiWlatiq^it.sfeo^ tl»^X.<^ 
longer to hesitate, r «^ 



A^^ki^ kAlntofc fxtftutic for the fate of 
Florimtuid i^ : the eoWM^ advbntiige 
tfabt: hild:.beAn:^tokM; of him. : "1 Heft* 
ll(Kiind4 1 gi,iro mci.bid|f: alt that it dear itd 
«i6t'!oir[tidoe % Itfei -Thmkiye mj ho^ 
imir: 'jovu 1 can > 4^^ toadt M^bttiBpr I "M^eat 
ibis poniard fo( its preservation? diink 
ydu,; to destroy hiin:!. have set my aflbc* 
tiiui' oa iBitbe I way to ^aiii die.lovid <Siat^i 
fafiblarkwD? • . Why do I 'evtn cohdnc^dl 
fcrstob a jpasaion yoar physno^nomy proU 
claims you strangers to. The first iAmi 
dftpea. ti^fNrdach me inieets Up fatd, and -be 
aiBiiredivirthe ^mU 'aa nerve vafkimvkf 
ffagg^/wM iWike home! Ye fi^lidb 111 
hmaatl a{l{>^dbice I thc^hgli; siebrc^ that 
ean yoa boast, yimr 'accqrsedf'Widbe!! 
heaven will nev«r safftf-^«tte gr^Klidedi 
Yes, I read an evil purpose in your looks; 
they stamp you Kteth the fatal instruments 
ofkM*a*d'i!«iide#r - '^ - * ^ 
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^* Murder indeed!'^ was repeated by a 
bollow voice that startled thevi all at. 
first ; but Gilbert soon reeovered, recol- 
lecting it. might proceed from htm be 
had just made a prtsbner of/ and rush* 
ing^ on AdetBza before she «otfId raise 
her weapon, disarm^ her in an m^ 
stant. 

. Patelioa was immediately secured by 
the father, and they were now both 
left to the . mercy of what ave.woese 
than sayages, bmtes in a ciriliaBeA 
land! 

Gilbert dragged Adeliza, who attempt^ 
ed resintance, hy the hair of hwhead to 
^ ladder that led to a loft abovtt; tfaia 
ahe seized fast hold of,^ and all the threats 
he could employ to make her quit it were 
Mselens: bat mischief eyer : 



r 1 



« • • V • 



• • ► 



To callr into tht tbougbto of ifVfntt bob,' 



«iA«iki(ied Iism of the eord lie hud hi bis 
pockietf: and wi<^tbat he idimediStety 
proceeded io bind our hepoioe hand and 
foot. 

The old . rann found ' tiK>re io^ strng'gle 
with in Patelipa than he had atiti€i|>ated ; 
two or t^ree tidiesr she- w^fAf <>v^€ame 
him ! . . . t 

At the moment all was conftifioflf, the 
maid enbountering' the old mail^ Adeliza 
flCDeamin^ and: itafdwing* for ^bte^tiotf^ 
4ie soa' endeavonnng' to silenee^her hf 
the most desperate means, and Fiortmbnd 
aaUingfrom beneath on 'hevir^ foirvfen* 
geaAoe* on their heads; tii0*gkftm'<)f 
torchea hnke through the ipertaresr of tl^ 
old boarded window plaeej and a load 
knocking, accompanied by voices, d^* 
iBaading adinittiGiace, wa»^ he«rd at *the 
door, • . . 1 » 

f* iJell and eonftudOaiV. exilaimB Ihe 



^0119? Who .\ma9d kaireiiithougbi; ^f 
ynore travellers it tbis laierjhour €vf >thf 
night." 

'< Opei)! openl'f' wais. again' repeated 

" Not tomgHf itiVfiekitow it,?' 'Kfdie^ 
the old man ; ^< so move on as soon as 

yon ploaafe*" ' -- 

AA<4i2(^ awt Pataltna bad Jntibertb . 9^ 
plained Silent;, mthybatoioC/ua^Miiiaatli 
irpm 'GiUbelt^ alionld they uttec a ^fb> 

labia.: ' ,r ';,'.•*'' • ' ' 

. ; f ^ Nay, f theii^'!^ contained rtiie TOioes^ 
V Isvo'vif we con^e^with -a usiarrant'of actt 
Hiortfy froift^therikiii^, and intti' en^ot^ 
t^miswiiitn any where, ill quest of ttieee we 

1 /'< Whom Joeyon ^ecdcB*! o^uisediHa*^ 
bold eagerly. '^ •• 
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rcictly fipvi open, and. i^viiral. . oflh^^Sy 
9|oldierSy ajad p«rfiueP9r ^teqed, **' - 

''What do we behold?" asked Muie 
of them. 

The wretched owner of the place^ and 
his diabolical offspring, were too much 
confounded to utter a word in vindi- 
cation. 

Adeliza was about to speak, as Flori- 
mund called on her name from the con- 
finement into which he had been precipi- 
tated; and whilst some descended to 
bring our hero forward, others bearing 
torches entered from without with the 
packet, bloody poniard, and so forth, 
that Florimund, in his haste (after 
overhearing the wretches agree to dis-> 
patch him) had failed to conceal effec* 
tually. 

All parties were immediately secured 
as prisoners. For the present we leave 
them, aad beg permission to lead the 
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attention of our readers to the other 
prominent features of oar tale, who by this^ 
time had greatly added to the extraordi* 
nary circnmstances that compose* it* 



* ' 



1 • 



^ «• • 
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CHAP. V. 



<l 



Out wo doth irt9i oponanotber's htel. 

So &st they follow.'' 

Shakspearb. 



I ■ - ' 



** Seal vf> the mouth of outxagt for awhile. 

Till we can clear these ambiguitiea 

And know their spring and head — ^meantiate 

forbear 
And let mischance be slave to patience/' 

Oh Wo^ed's Arrival at the caveni. of 
' *oa Mask, and his aasociates, the Utter 
ftoon discovered be bad po occa$ioii to 
lear an enemy in bi^ prisoner, but ratb^ 
view, him as; one whose liberty would aid 
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him to obtain the revenge he sought ; ia 
shorty that on a good understandings 
they might prove of essential service to 
each other in their nefarious pursuits. 

Wolfred sought by obtaining Ethel- 
bald's veealth and possessions, to gratify 
the end of his ambition ; - and the other, 
by laying hold of his person, to unmask 
himself, {nroclaim hiB wrongs, and satisfy 
the anger of his heart; it was not 
long before they entered into a most 
solemn coupftct to\ e±ecufte - <tJpe . JeAd' of 
their designs. - * — . » ,// ^^ 

With that view, on hearirig of' l^tbel- 
bald's departure, they set out likewise, for 
th^ jjH^tropolis/ in the first place intend- 
ing to thwart the purpose of his journey, 
'and in the next 'to bring bi^^Mck^^^he 
victim of Uie robber's revenge.'' 1 i 
< All'8(ppea](ad ^^t at the oaM^, (Mtve. 
« general f(0ar that prevail^ of^iti- b^ifng 
visited ^ by <fiipeyihditttral' spirits iiince the 
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deatli 0f Guoflda, wd %hte "vrere fre* 
quently seen about the north to%er^ 
Ifaouglk that .part of tbe castle was shut 
up and abandoned. 

One tiling Appeared sontfewhal; singular, 
JEEaiMd tttver seemed to suffer under the 
disagreeable alarm common to the rest 
of the dDBaestics ; ObnJd had indeed 
little fear of being interrupted by spirits^ 
except they were those of this world ; but 
fttttiisr Ambrose (thougli he eontinnaUy 
spoke of ^' laying the ghost in 4iie Red 
Sea/') wonld not.haTe ventured to tint 
part of the castle, to save the fall of St. 
Pet«r^B. 

'^ What. 9im you all alarmed- about ?'* 
he would c#y, '^ fearful of ghcHsts indeed ! 
w-^why do you not mend your ungodly 
lives then — ^you shall see in me what a 
shield of security is our holy religion—^ 
rU.lay the ghost — I'll &ury him in the 
Red Sea— I say him, though indeed yi)ii 
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hsLve not told me yet whether the spirit be 
male 6r female?'* 

*' Ha, ha, ha, ikiale or female!** sayi 
Gerald. ** Come, that*»very well: and 
pray, fathw Ambrose, whiU difference 
may there be in laying*, the one and the 
other ?" 

^' Holy St. Anthdny ! and is it posiiUe 
you have borne that head of yonr*s about 
till it is nearly falling from the pivot, and 
do not know that it is more diffioult to lay 
the 6{»rit of a woman than iit is that of a 
man ? Why, the spii-it of a woman is a 
compound of all that is heterogeneoua; 
her brain a mixture of every description 
of opposite*, and heri natonr iii every re- 
$pect a jumble of extremes; her thooghts 
frivolous and light as feathers, or heavy 
and drossy as lead; in brief, she's a 
hodgepodge of all that's parenchymatohs> 
imperspicuous, volatile, hypochondriac, 
l^pip^oAs, hyperbolical, hypocritical and 
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hy(H»erkical, 4isinjBfenaoas» 8ophisticttt> 
ed, puritanical, libidinous, erepus^ulous, 
^iffi^i^iity r^^ractory, olMrepetrous, and 
s^m^tmiQs Dot to be laid by the very 

d ^1 himself! St. Angfustine forgive 

me; for lisiagf the name of that angel of 
darkness; but Tit lay this spirit — ^1*11 cure 
you of your fears — I'll dor-?^^ y 7 *? '^■' 
' •^ Yes, bat whan?*^ inquires 'Gerold; '^^ ' 
which inquiry was immediately foPowed^ 
up by all the rest of the household. ^ 

*' When? when? why you open your 
mouths like a parcel of callow rooks that 
wa^t feeding* I when, say yoo? why to* 
morraw night*' '| 

<< HflL, ha, ha ! you have promised us 
so half a d^sen times ; but we know the 
old saying, < to-morrow never comes.' 
By our lady, I think you are as much 
afraid of ghosts as any one of us, and if 
I was a woman for your 6ake-*rha, h9^» 



7a TOB TDWxms cv RATBinsrfroLii* 
lia !««^I thiak I ^shot^d ruifte .^r cmi^ ^ 

uttte:??*' •> . • •• 

a$sach I pM-dm^oo; andb Hd^ tieaven 
help your pbor «illy head/* 

'< Ha, ba^ ha, my poor silijr heUd!*^ 
Ha, lia) ha. Come, suppoM 'we lay the 
ghost directly, I will ^ and help you^-- 
iiay phw silfy head! ha, ha, ha! fcfa Hre 
afield' 2 it was well Patelitia did not hear 
you rarniing down • the women, mff 
sitfy JtMd! srhe Would have pulled your 
ears for you, my p&or si% head! ha, ha^ 
ha.— Let's bury the apparition; there is 
nothing like the time present, as we do 
not know what mischief it may de. You 
are afraid, I see; yon are afraid — ha, 
ha, mtf silly heetdr thus muttering to> 
himself, he hobbled out o^ the halL 

*^ Afraid f martc that ye chosen number 
of my flock, he talks of my fear <^ the 



wi hf^^bkU^ book, dndoiOBMHe, if lie had 
nettJCNie foot k^. the gfiilf^ I wottM excom-- 
immmcato'^ hun ) I>0 you not thmk> imy 
children, I am' to0«;llre^:a;nnedin'gt)od-•- 
Ileas> ta .stand in^ £ear.of evil — renveinber 
how the devils worried St. Anthony, but 
all ixk vain^^ .isd so would it be shoald any 
^ilipintatts^k.nie — St Anthony's lire'! 
bat :1 mm all in: a 'heat;—! fear nfot evil 
spirita^ and sueh they must be that ever 
refom to earth, for many learned 
reasons.'' 

Hatold, who had whispered his old^ 
fi^Uow domestic as he retired, now took 
oa himself to keep the friar in harangue, 
by requesting to be indulged with a few 
of iSwae reasbns he alluded to. 

*^ You: dnU know them, my children ; 
yea sha]! he made wise through me; you 
shall find that I am a rock not to be 
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moved by idle fears, bat a rook cfJaUh 
founded on the rock <^ age$f that ly^Uung 
' can frightaiy notUog can. shake. . But to 
the point — ^a qvirit, my children; you most 
know is — is— is a-^spirit.". 

^So I supposed/* coolly replies' Ha- 
rold. 

'' Yes, that is to say, a spirit is an es- 
sence of that essence^ which joined to a 
substance is the ess^dce of all substance, 
and the substance of all essence ; and a$ 
long* as that spirit cleaves to the spirit, 
that is, the spirit of all spirits, conse* 
(jUently it is a good spirit ; but when it 
revolts and returns of its own accord back 
to the things of this world (and whereas 
this world is a world betwixt the world 
of evil and the worid of g<y)d)i returning 
back renders the spirit no longer a good 
spirit, but one hunting after evil, there- 
fore an evil spirit." 
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*^ Very ably defined, indeed !" observes 
Harold. 

'< What a thing spiritual learning is," 
adds some of the other domestics. 

" And inoreover, it fortifies' you/' con- 
tinues Ambrose, as I said before, ^^ against 
all fear of the things of this world, and 
the spirit of evil. Then again a spirit, 
that revolts from the spirit operates 
against itself in another respect, and 
thereby becomes a spirit of evil. Where*^ 
as some are employed as guardian spirits; 
and those never visit us except it be invi-^ 
sibly; the spirit that renders itself visible 
acts in opposition to the invisible guar- 
dian spirits, and therefore should not be 
received as a guardian spirit ; and as no 
spirits are permitted to wander neutral; 
that which leans to evil cannot be gooc^ 
cdnsequently again, most be an ^ evil 
spirit** ' ^• 

VOL. n. B 



V ¥e^ "mil QiTgipiQd: asgaio,'' was the 
reply from all. 

, ** BiA\ tmy^*' mqQure* HaroM^ ^^ if a^ 
spirit lia«^eiidi»6dJii]n»a. from other spi^ 
v^ tagojT. ^ luyt nstiMii ta sedi retti* 

^^"Qbat^V vajiieBOe ffwat piaar of^Om 
j^Btiti^ '^ wa» tile belief of the^wo»ld iip-to 
tber.ttme tke'9Mll$*o/ Jtrkfu> ftUdown^j 
H^n ifc waalbmid that the spirit wander* 
ingl from home after death, to- MfSt re- 
dre^f^: f Off wnoags. imposed whilst • livingv 
watv M^ it were ^taking* the law intoi ita 
Qtm'.bftodf^! it being proved that jadg'^ 
nMiHt might fall in substance on the sub- 
fl^AQce ofi evil essence, not byv diepowev 
ef! sudbstance efibcting it optfa^ power of 
rfituming esseaoe, but the 8im{>le«^i»iid-^ 

^Can it be pessiblef" returnaHaroM; 
^' why knowledge like this, was swelf 
never acquired by study ?" 
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"Wrt^ pWty,** they ibcprfretf, * ar Wcf 
ire' tattgfW tb' feltever that aH ifefowf i* 
d[atfaties9, and< th& spirtt' that^ h&y^ hem 
ieeb hereby'soflote i?^ sakl'to^ Be White' ay 
Morr; how db yiou slifl maintailtlt^b tflf 
an evil spirit, espedally as eVe¥y^ kdttt'f} 
lAiat^ha^ befen Ue^ard to fkft fram it r^sem- 
Hfes theiroteft (jf a celestirf?** ' 

^^BecainSH? it ii^ an evil spirit' in dis- 
gttise! a* sthnnpet dt^dS^^in white, a 
painted siBpaldini, ^ sinake in the grass ; 
and' afi the music ttfat flbws frdin its lips 
is wrought by the power of magic, the 
breeze* of pestitencfe, and as full of sediic- 
titon as lire roice of a syren !** 

*^ O, the spirit of wisdom! and' pray 
what is your fait cy for Ikying them in the 
Red Sek in {JartScular?** 

^' Because Pharaoh vnA all his fol- 
lowers wtre laid' there*; as ttey hare 

E 2 
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never returned again, it is deemed the 
safest place; every body knows they were 
an host of evil spirits. Another reason is, 
in some part of that famous sea there is 
supposed, to be no bottom ;* so the lf)td 
knows where they sink to, and nothing is 
to be wondered at, their never coming 
back again. Some say it is a roundabout 
way to the burning mountains in Sicily,,^ 
and you have- all heard where Jhat road 
leads to. No matter; be. you all ruled 
by my admonitions, and you have nothing 
to fear; you will find I am und^^unted' — 
sheltered from all alarm, and fixed, as a 
rock." 

Just as he uttered these words, Gerald, 
who had been in the wardrobe, and dress- 
ed up his meagre figure in one of the 
finest robes of muslin he could get, stalk- 
ed solemnly into the hall> and the friar 
catching sight of him, exclaimed — ** O 
L d! here is a ghost, indeed! a 
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ghost! a ghost!! a ghost!!!" ahd cover- 
ing his face with his cowl ran out of the 
place." 

"Ha, ha, ha! my poor silly head!'* 
cries Gerald, as all the rest of the atten- 
dants joined him in a laugh; " there goes 
the pillar of our faith, there goes the 
abuser of women, there goes the layer of 
spirits — oh, ray poor silly head T* 

^ Yes," continues Harold, " there goes 
the rock not to be shaken by idle fears, 
the rock of faith founded on the rock of 
ayes that nothing can alarm, the man 
fortified against all fear of the things of 
this world and the spirit of evil, there 
goes the child of inspiration, the shepherd 
of the flock r 

" Ha, ha, ha ! but the wolf no sooner 
descended than the shepherd ran away — 
ha, ha, ha — oh, my poor silly head ! He 
had not the courage to stay and lay me 
— ^ha, ha. Fm very lean, it& true, be- 
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cftuse I jhave had my .doy; but I 
upas taken for a shadow beforje — ^ha, lia, 
ha. ' Come fdong to vespers ! oh, my pof>r 
silfy headr 



A 
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CttAIP. VI. 



^< 



Safety dwells 



Remote from malUtede ; the world's a school 
Of wrongs and what proficients swarm around 
We musty or imitate, or disapprove ; 
lliist 'Wt as flii^ accomplices, off 4bet ; 



"WoKt^KB ^nd Fdrbrandy with part ot 
the tmnd, arrived in London sooti after 
£iheibald and his ftCtendantd, Having^ 
taken up their a'bode in as priva^te a man* 
ner as suited &eir purpose^ fhey Wgan to 
consider what steps would be most pru^ 
dent for thent to. take«^ 
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Just at that time there reigned much 
discontent respecting the division of the 
the kingdom between Edmund and Ca- 
nute ; and the lower order of the Danish 
party, fired by a few hot-brained supe- 
riors, were very inveterate. 

Wolfred, (as is generally the case with 
men of his restless disposition), sided with 
the adverse party to his own blood, and 
was an advocate for the heads of the 
Danish faction. 

Where nature inclines to be vicious^ the 
dissipation of cities seldom fails to furnish 
that food which, in the end, consumes the 
very being that devours it. Wolfred had 
not been long, in the metropolis before he 
was again invited to . the association of 
those, who, thinking they should put an 
end to national dispute, and thereby gra- 
tify the ambition of Canute, by allowing 
the Danes alone to govern, sought to 
throw off allegiance to the Saxon 
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power by the destruction of the noble 
Ironside. 

These visits he conducted unknown to 
his companion Farbrand, who still pre* 
served his mask for the present, and as- 
sumed a suitable disguise for the time they 
remained in the metropolis. Wolfred 
obtained information that Ethelbald had 
presented his petition to Edmund, and 
was to be admitted to an audience of the 
two kings in the course of a few days. 
- This they sought to prevent. Fufbrand 
feared, after all he Jbad suffered, and the 
opporttj^ies lost, of revenging* the 
wrongs that had been put* upon him, the 
object of his hatred might yet escape, xxn-^ 
less he could again make him his prisoner.. 
This Wolfred promised he should be abl& 
to effect, as well as secure the luture sa- 
tisfaction <and comfort of them both j but* 
must observe silence iov the present, in 
j^onour to the party through whose nutans 

£ 6 



fae fibould be able to put hi3 dmgm w ex^ 
ecution. 

TJbe btiog ef the MUe madL }i«dl by 
Urn time too mudb etoMifid omte to hm to 
doubt • syllable of any tbing he uttevedt 
ibr tbougb Wdfred bad oo knowledge 
df hiffl, even when vaamaAed, be it known 
to the reader, Fitrbrand knew Wolfred 
from tbe beginning ; be was convinced hb 
intuitions were neal^ and tbat the iatorest 
of one was the interest^of both. 

Forbrand^ m he was one meming fit- 
ting with Wolfred, after tbey had made 
what other arrangements were necessai^t 
agreeable to promise, began to relate Ua 
adventores ; the ma&ims of which are not 
to be received as proper ones, but tbo$e id 
a desperate man. 

^^ As we are now alone/' he beg^»is» 
M I wiU open to you a history* I tbink» 
will not nnly draw forth yonr pity, and 
make yM wander at the mysteriiMis ways 
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be, feat> likewise, aimdt^ |ort% trfattevef 
bate bem My aetionfty iiAM I became an 
outlaw, and mormvw, pidfiate ^kt ^^^MM 
I can be goiity of, even unto cteatb*** 

^^ I am descended of iDiittifilh parents, 
wfao, haviiig espoused tii« Obridtian faith) 
and settled ia fingtand^ dnrha^ fbe inej^ 
of Jidgar, I w» received as nb^ adttiii#* 
ledged English sot^^ct^ iind ekAf i^ !¥fe 
admitted (at my o^a raqxtert) itito ll^ 
gattant )irafeasi0n of amm.'* 

"^ I foagbt tbe battled at my e^aaM^ 
nobly, for fame wa& nigr )di>l : l^xult^ 
IB the dangers I ^Qcoaiilftnd, ftar lov« was 
my reward. My htimt was aow aiemofai 
and where the heart warms with n^^Sidn 
towards its fellow creatures as it iMM oM 
abject in deaths it iftttlaadb t0 dw«)i ap<« 
another. 

'< LoFe next siieMedd^. Ilwasa§ttha^ 
love of common men, it was sacred jpas-^ 
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«ion^ it was ex.tacy. ! The adorable being 
of my beart \^as vyqi one whose bodily, or 
mental chafm^i were struck in .the com-^ 
mqn m^lcUH$he;Wf|s jtbe soul's perfection 
inonepiope. . ; . 

^' Oh ! . bow I laved her ! At that time 
my own bQa:rt was pure, ,was good, was 
grateful : how then had I incensed heaven, 
having, nev^r oflfended -man, that such un- 
hearfl; of n)i4?i:y should fall upon me? 
Qea^Qtt sfi^rely qannot, punish, without o£* 
fence ? Yet, so .it was 'j J was overthrown, 
^ndcan ypu'V^onder at rebellion being -the 

t^Uel of • my -acti^iis. ./ - . . ^ ^ 

» ** The.falher of.her 'I loved^ together 
IJ^ith.^idBat. afterwards 1 became, the* object 
f^f my.adoraition,' I rescued from men of 
th#i «ame :det^maiied:;qualjty *X am now 
])irQf§s^9g0Q)Ssd£C^' Aiwi^ tbatjatia moment 
^hen death would inevitably have been; 
h\^ pontioni' alid .diflbraour the fata o¥ his 
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** He thanked- me— ^ he more than 
tliankedme— rhiB let falltfae venerable tear 
of a brave and honourable man uppn my 
breast, and that I received as a bless^g. 
He was high in rank, as an officer undef 
the king for whom I fought ; he procured 
me advancement, nay, more, he promised 
me the amiable prize; I bad rescued as the 
final reward of my courage. 

** Judge of my feelings then, my noble 
friend, my expectations, my inward, my 
transported satisfaction : I fancied I was 
soaring, as d^es the, towering eagle 
against the sup, and that all other flights 
were weak compared to mine. I ha^ 
honour, which I dwelt on as the preseeva- 
tion of my fame. I was beloved, that 1 
thpught would secure me haj^ixiess, and I 
possessed courage for the protection of my 
person, and honour. 

!' Vo^hp couldj have «*p[posed, surronnd-* 
e4.a^ I was by blesii;ipgs/(giveD, as I un*. 
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densftood, to be the fruit of my desMis,) I 
eooldy ivithotit just cause, be suddenly de- 
prived of thetU; and almost trf my life?**" 

Wolfired bere expressed bis surprise ; 
but perceiving the earnest energy of the 
robber to pursue his narration, remained 
silent. 

He continued : ** Her father died,— ^ 
As I bore no enmity against my fellow 
man, so, without oflfenee, I did not expect 
it from any one. Alas ! how was* I de-» 
ceived! There were men jealous of my 
prospects of happiness ; wretches enttotis 
of my growing honours ; and miscreants 
who plotted my ruin. 

** We had been some time encamped 
for the preservation of the laws and liber* 
ties for which we have in a great measure 
to thank the noble Alfred, when a rival 
in my affections forced me into a coliii>at& 
I subdued him, bet raised up others of a 
more artful kindi who sought to ^mare 



1 

tibe edasthd. dbjeet <of my tdmiration ; 
their efforts bailed; bcitm ve^ardin^ «ome 
af iliem as they decenred, it enjy increasK 
ed the hatred of the rest. To satij^fy my 
traubled mind Hie mornitig' wa& fix^d that 
we flhoidd be oniited in the bonds of saered 
happiness, when, oh ! hell and tortures I I 
ean never tlunk of the fatal period but 
my swollen brain seems scorching in the 
8Dckiet«-«^ey belied me ; dragged me to 
public trial ; robbed me of love, of honor ; 
loaded me with disgrace and infamy ; and 
sent me forth an outcast to wander in con- 
eealoMRt, the terror of every one thftt eame 
in my way," 

Wolfped perceiving the extreme agita* 
tion that gave utterance to the last part of 
Fin^rand's story, and deeming tlie cir- 
cmnstances of a similar nature to others 
he had some mf^mbrtece of, solicited he 
would be more exphdC^and indulge him 
wkh further pwtici4aili^ 
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. Furbrand bowed cclinplianc^ and was 
about again to proceed as Barbold solicit- 
ed, in hasty termS; admission upon life and 
death. 

On his entrance be exclainied/ *^ The 
deed is perpetrated, my Lard, hut we must 

fly." 

** What deed?" inquires Furbrand 
hastily. 

" No matter," replies Wolfred; all i» 
for the best." 

'^ Ha!" cries the robber, ^ am I then 
ensnared ?" 

" Nay, fear not that," returns the other,. 
<* let me inquire further." 
. " Pardon me, my Xioird," says Barbold, 
hastily, " there is no time to lose." 

** But tell me," continues Wolfrcd^ 

** after your pui;pQse was executed, what 

occurred to enforce this sudden alarm ?". . 

. <* My Lord, I have not time to tell.". - 

" What is the purpose you speak of?" 
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demands Fttrbrand, perplexed at this in- 
terruption. ** Have you then dared to 
deceive me?" 

" Fear not, my friend/' replies Wol- 
fred, " rather would I perish." 

*^ If you choose to stay and perish, my 
Lord," observes Barbold, " it is no rea- 
son I should be fool enouo^h to do the saiBe. 
I have alarmed the Captain's followers ; 
they wait his command, and are no doabt 
impatient to depart, though they know not 
the immediate cause that should urge them 
so to. do." 

" If you have time thns much to ex- 
plain, you have doubtless opportunity to 
let me know the business you have be^n 

transacting, and the danger I have- to 
avoid," observes Furbrand. 

*^ I b^ both your pardons," he answers, 
f* but self-«preservatioj{i fprbids me to delay 
any longer." — With that he vanished. 



^< 3a, is Jie ^one,'" eMhimo WoUred f 
♦* Whatcan this mean ?'* 

Furbrand, (seizing Wolfred^) ^ %tiatiii> 
vrhat I vaast learn." 

<* Unhand me^ i (entceat." 

^ TJientlie purpose be hm had to exe^ 
cote ; tell me that" 

«< I am yoor f ne&d -; let ihait wffice/^ 

^ ^DeUme/whatlias been lib ecravdyifla 
jFitt'valtteiny fciendshit)/* 

"^ No more in^pnrievy bat let ^us fly." 

"^ NaJ^.tli6n/a«yMyaloe>lif6; fmlmmt 
be satisfied." 

^ And 8D yvaahall; but ho^? not by 
detaimDg ue tfll ^«ra are bath secured*. 
Be wise :**-4i0tiis^eotiyfly te yow abode 
*--I wffl ftell yon eveiy thing as wemiovse 
onwards/' 

^ Furbrand was wilii iflifficrity per- 
suaded to compi)r : boweMer, they TtfUretf 
in safety from the metrapolis^and theoeact 



night arrived at the secret habitation of 
Sable Mask. On their retam they pass- 
ed the hovel wherein Florimund, Adeliza, 
and her attendant had taken shelter^ (as 
before mentioned) ; and «afely passed the 
mountain torrents that were the occasion 
of Barbold^s return ; though he was the 
first to quit the metropolis, of his fate we 
have iiereafter to m&ke further mention.*' 
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CHAP. '• VII. 



.11 



*' Kigbt is, iodeed, the province of his reign/' 

Ovid. 



«« 



The sky her only canopy of state." 

Ibid. 



As Barbold was uot returned they con- 
claded all was not so well with him as 
they could wish, and of course trembled 
for their own safety. 

Wolfred solicited the Captain, who had 
again resumed his iron mask, to finish his 
history, or rather to be more explicit, in 
what he had related, of the circumstances 
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that TNTOUght Iiim to the coarse of life he 
i¥as then pursuing. 

This he declined for the present, with 
a promise, that as soon as by stratagem 
Sthelbald again became his prisoner, he 
would satisfy him fully in every respect, 
ai)d -convince him he was not seeking re- 
tribution without having experienced the 
most poignant injuries. 

■ Oil Faribrartd'» requesting to be inform:-^ 
ed^<^^th6: motives of their sudden 'fliglit 
from the . metropolis, Wolfred begged 
leave to treastire his secret in return, for a 
short lime.*) This was agreed to ; they, 
likewise, ftirtber isonsented to lose no time 
in ensnaring the Earl tagain, as soon as 
they could venture forth in safety, that the 
ambitious aims of the one and the revenge 
of the other, 'AS. well as the cariosity ci 
both, might jfiftaHy be. satisfied. 
' In-tbe te^to ;time, this band of robbers 
continued to make reprisals ; and one 
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momaig^ratiunK^'Witb^ iafoTnu^km; Ant 
Ethelbald was again bending hm conxm 

With: a vie W' to ' prevent tfais, the. mam 
in the iron maik, attend^- bj/^ hifrfidlow^ 
eri^f and th^ unnatural' brotlier of the Sarl^ 
in disgiiifley iswoedi forth llier<«[ynMt 

As the face of hearea beeame obscured 
bythedaikoaitain of the vapeiiTf clonds^ 
FuiiR'aBd possessed a peenSiar adtetntofe 
#^ver<thiB restlof'his. conipfltniansii..Aak.o^ 
between -the ears of his steed^ distioipanb* 
ing: any) object at. a . greater distanee^ 
Preiaently he pefeoeived someilnAg ap^^ 
proMhinfi^^ and instantly commcaidedtfaeH 
all to. bait and listen* 

Whatever it. ooidd. be he oidy^ distio^ 
gHislied one object: it seemed ciidlntiMte^ 
and as it advanced nearer,, tbeodiecs.dis^ 
tingnisfaed itilikewise : sbortitytfaey^onld 



t 

"Ticai»»¥6i€frwhiob sung in* ft V€iiyfplam« 

The moon is sunk in nigbt, 
"Fbe stars have drop'dl^ their ligM; 
Aod'pcwr maidd that haire Idit tMiF'vnIib 
Areavm dba»ilkMd.4ttiteb 

As opr great poet describes the force of 
mnsic on '^ a wild and wanton herdi** so 
were these desperadoes instantaneously 
charmed by the fascination of the tones 
proceeding from the figure before them^ 
heightened as they were by the stillness of 
tte night; 

The mnsic having ceased^ the voice 
continued in. speech as follows: — " Why 
do I complain of darkness when it shel- 
ters me from my tormentor ?— All is calm 
and quiet now ; not a lireath of wind 
blows upon poor Winifred; theytellTne 
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I am mad ; but I do not beliore them ; — 
had it been so I could not have escaped 
the trials he has put me to so ingeniously. 
• She was now . approaching near them ; 
it was the poor wretch whom Adeliza and 
her follower . had met on the heath. . As 
soon as she perceived llie banditti . she 
made a sudden stop and exclaimed^ — 
^* What, qannot I escape even behind the 
furtain ? - I blew out the lights that no 
one might see me ; but now the evil spirits 
come again. , • 

One, two, three, four, 

All in black ; and many more. 

^* Have pity upon poor Winifred that 
sleeps under the hawthoi;n, when the wind 
blows and the snow drives over her head. 
Stay Mhere you are, and Winifred will 
sing to you." 



i 

f 
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B^omnted in ftne arraj, .;,t ; 

Apd beaded by their Captain brave, 
Weqt forth o' tlhe king^s highway..' 



They robb'd ihe rich, diey fed the poor, 
' Th^y drank and they carous'd ; 
^11 ang^ jiitfce f^uidd their faaunts. 
And quickly they' were iiohouafd. 



' / 



— ( . N«Mr« jiad fchcae foor^nd twsenty mgsa 
I, 7 . B^n forth to sertet^eir king; 
They had not on the gallons tree 
Been lastly compelled to swiog. 



i - t %' i ' 



. /* Ha ! what says the maniac ? by hell, 
.perhaps, she prophecies ! I^ut we will hear 
her farther," cries, the leader of the baa- 
dittU • V. . 

, She coixtiiiues : " There they are still 
-T-there they are still 






One; two, three, four, * < 
— ' Rbgaes in black, and inany liiore« 
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heart of a friar ft 'Md' uhder lilir tonic, 
and maily ^^ .coy^a^ft' siUoo^s wit^.a lone 
bow — tney shof poor Winifred^ they 
pierced her );o the heart; .ap4 now she 
wanders irqcn warder to wArder. .^ut can 

find no.j^^0j»iji1i«|ifigrf7rJ^«5gPver«^^ fall 
from the.ldehiliiiett3i49Meii)iiit|«iiexannot 
obtain leave to pick them up! — Fie on 

their cwflci|M0ds(n^i£:'£h0f ifalMifet^ai^.) — 
They bask^" ifa^^^^l/ *Ajtiy'^ S!l# gdod 

things of *rffe;^andf;;wo^^^^^^ 

Winifred of her share in the next j \bat 
hush ! no naore of that— more on — mj^ve 
Km— they Wttbi 'ste M4— I %klR^sc^tpe 

^< Hold!" exclaitos Furbrand, •'she 
^must ttot |ra«iSI-2l2here48^ soiiie^^^ 
^traordinary in heFcdirdatfe' iSiX ict^iiS^ 

invertigation j twp^ fifc^ou^ iP^fio^^**^® 
of her Bfdk^ hffii^wk^U^ IImi «»vetii.** 

'a .11 .aov 
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» 

ootioDy and the banditti procebdciil. i 

! It wns niikmg before tiiey arrifcMTat 
the heath over vhicli Ethelfaald aad hSi 
attendaats iren eifiedtdd to ipusi ] eon^ 
ftdaoft 0f aecnritjr with th^ gaavd .M 
had. affoaod hn&, itt did nofc'(id:a|d# 
ag^in to travel by night; having iikewise 
mcmied a promiil^ Ua ciampiainifaD Aidhld 
i>eredreMed. . *. • , :.ri ;io boviriiJ 

The bavalcade soon iamfafl, nidrm 
^Bq^nate Attwl^ eommatic^yf kif whiek 
the robbers finally 4A>taiiBed adbraniagFC^ 
vith only 4Xi0|killed attiboiiiewiiPipialfed ; 
hfot in the' heat of the ^loilkiiah % Sari 
rwQB adn^sed to fly $ mid :^dbf![ilhQtddldc>- 
(iless of the night he pontmi»d/^#.l9at6e 
nffeotoaUy. . : ^- . .- '.. -'.;. .i ^'Atn-^. 

g^Mttl of the fifurr^ ^tt^vdw^.w^ttf^ 
^ih^ and io£ >ti[|O0e #iioJ)did' inQti% 
4b(M) ^erei aix; adtom' Fw^raad 'and lA 

p2 



•^ 



^00 grax TOWEBs OF RAYEi9erKroia>. 

fttirty^cbtidacted pmbners 4o their rabter* 
ranean .abode; . 

w WoHVed was 'Otkce nearly sobduedy 
the ooBseqaeoces of which wotild have 
been peoahariy' hibaA to faiofi ; but Foiw 
brand rode ap just in time to parrv 

i iJSilielbald and his straggling foUaweKS 
arrived afterwards, irregulariy, at iiie 
sn^jhlBi .^he.'Earl was. more than ever 
sistontshed at the daring attack o£ Itqoh 
anask and hh associates. ' . i -.. . 

* He gnve directions that every secMt 
jffassag^ to the castle should be barrir 
-cBAidf -and placed a double guard in 
^all th^'av^ftuias. He next proceeded to 
make inquiry of what had transpired m 
4ite absence, and many ciroimstances 
were named, that ag^ain harrow^ up 
^ soul, mspecting the dei^ of. GuiiU 
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^ Having taken every precautum ia 
hb power, for bis own safety, and the 
pfeaervation of the castle, he i ^imileii 
tiie exertiim of higher powe^ tb':8e«- 
core and bring his secret enany tb.; josr 

But great, indeed, wa»Us siMptise to 
&mI Ins ward, Adeliza, witbher' ttUentl- 
anty. had' fled the castle. ; He tegret^ted 
Ihe departure of FlorimiHid ; mki>mt^rT 
tained a thousand surmises w}iat i^iiglbt 
have been the fate of his brother ;^ iHr 
deed, the myrteriest of the Towersh of 
Raveuswold, altogether, involved him i^ 
Ur 3^yrinth of fear and wonder nothing 
but time could develop. 

Notwithsta94fn^ the eommission he 
had . fitivjen Harold to execute, in the 
north tower, he found remorse was uot 
so easily to be shaken from a murderer's 
bosom. The recoUection of Gunilda 
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4liriikd tlBtno^ Iub Uodd-«her .Ui^ediog 
Ibtnt was itiU. before his eyesp^sud liis 
iirtams ^ere pregnBtit with t the. xaost 
^errifyieg sights end '^ honiUB'.iimagiai^ 

FarbraDdy and the Earl's brother^ el: 
the cav% were eliU at a IlqUb ret^pedUng 
Beiiholdr l%iey item ^nzzled fsti. their 
^#» eefetjs and enxioes lor ahother 
iJl»htttgeM to obttoti the object tfaej^ keA 
leii been in search of) thie they resohrei 
-sdfotdd be their ^t oeesideratiea. >;; ii 

The robber knetr^ if he could Sik 
gain an interview with the minstrel^, 
{which he ncfw informed Wolfred Wei% 
planted in the castle, by fats pre<:faation,) 
he would easily fait on s6me contrft^ance 
with them, that cotild not fail, in the etnf» 
to accoh^ plish their wishes. ' ' ' 

'flf&yifag: been told, that <he poor <nu^ 
iliac,' Winifred, was safely secnred beloW, 



the Captain refused to^ delay time with 
her till he had seen the spies alluded to. 

The six prisoners brought home from 
the skirmish being well secured^ Fur^ 
brand, alone, in disguise, adrentured to 
the castle, and the next day returned with 
' intelligence that^g^va ^H lo another ex- 
pedition. 
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CHAP. VIH. 



** A roused vengeance sets them new awork^ 
And never did the Cyclops hammer fall» 
On Mart's armour forged for proof etero " 
With less remorse." 

SHAKSPEARE* 



Thb loverSy with their attendant also, 
in disguise, and the two miscreaiAB of the 
hovel^ who were all secured together^ un- 
derwent an examination, on suspicion of 
heing concerned in a crime that will here- 
after come to light, but which for special 
reasons must be withheld from our readers 
for the present. 
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They were commUted for further :trie^ 
and confined to separate cells, ^ tliai 
Florimand and Adeliza had not^norfe^ 'an 
opportunity even of exchanging sighs* ''* 

How critical is the evidence of circum- 
stance on the event of murder — th^ 
lovers were afflicted and amazed, and 
shuddered at the event of being linked 
with the villains above named, as well aA 
what might ensue. 

The robbers again set out, headed' by 
their leader, whose advice to Wolfred 
was, he should not stir from the cavern td 
share in this attempt, but wait with a feW 
of the band whom he would leave to 
attend him, till he received intelligence of 
its issue. 

Wolfred consented. Though he was 
eager to secure Adeliza as his own, in 
defiance to her father^s dying injunctions, 
still he knew there was danger in his ap- 
pearing abroad, after what had happened, 

9 & 
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**ti>f dceaifen, hi« iMty flig^ frwA tbd ifae- 

toc^oliiit. ... 

hf.TlMi.iGMkk of RavieAs^vroU ^m akill a 
aceos ol terrbr>; ddobif sad confasioiu ^ - > 
. ' Fstthef; Attbrose btlsied himself in re- 
{Mf^bating: what had been the conduct of 
ibo dpin^stics during the Earl's abe^nocv 
1ia4^ tlie spirit ^ bis complaint only tended 
ito >dfl tP Ethelbald's troiible add agi- 
tation. . ) 

: *f I call no longer dwell xmlAer a roof/* 
li^ coii\ln6Dcasi» ^' where, there is nothing* 
Jbut hqrly-burly-r-*-giio»tfl — disobedience 
#nd afisimosi^y! 'fhe pope, the holy 
|)ppe^ has. no lyior^ '3way herei.tban he hw 
jKi the deserts, of Arabi^^ or^ nmcmag the 
illiterate and obstinate Chinese. . Ins^tead 
rof their kissing^ the hem of my^garinfent, 
^p hopes of absohiiion, they only . scoff nt 
^{Qfeas I paBs^and so redouble, jtheir crimes. 
JBut 8t ]?^ter be tl^anked there are. offter 
jfqtes betides thgpe that gave them nd- 
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if th^y: Btmrmer bimdhed Huern^ I aib 
«alfi«4 >tliej 'V^ll find iBOine difficulty in 
,g«iiuiigt i«0B«l • d8&nihef€f thcmgh it he 
^lil^^Hol* o<:T0nieiqbmiitte of lii^r aboitt^ 
nable treatment to me/' -''*''• '• 

: ^rHoIdr* 'crieiP BtlwlbaW, *' tiiat is 
profanation— let me punish them Ttere/' ' 
.'■ 4< Here! no fKinishmenI; can Ue ade- 
iqioatato ihe ehonsiity of 4^ir tKating nib 
i(svbo : Am a .eomeef^d sheph^d oi^er 
them) with the coiitenipt they do; Harold 
says but little, he is a hardened sinnet*, 
tanfl has had ^e atidaidty to talk to' "me 
about superstition— \mt that old re{)re^ 
latrf) Gherald, that 'death's head dropping* 
into the grave* that picture of old age and 
imb^ilrty> walking abmit a memento nikiri 
loan the reW; df the rassal^i is not'Oiify 
tone ^ho* ridicule!^ She, but 'the ^ ^wect» 

Irom which ft am ^comteisiliokiecl.^ ' '^ 
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*' And is it fiesftible thingg thnve ' heeu 
ithus'deniHged irhilstl traRiawoy?'' r V 
I ; '' Indeed it is true.. JHe prdteUb.to 
stoff at' the mysteries oi Hke muAh tiawePf 
4iid to.idciiiU the..appesunincik)Of >si^bts 
sapernataral/' '^'.^ o» .r^ *'t / 
; <' W»i S^k — ^feliat of . Ibe north 
tower?" • .' : . . • r 

. *' Dreadfcd imteed^^liights are Con- 
tinually s^vi tbeto-^Iwd {kndiiikiilgpt a«^ 
groaifs M^<hj^rd» howliogs, the rattling' qf 
chains, 9Sid otlHsr noiMs too terriUe to be 
described/' . • 

'^ And haveyou witnessed any thing of 
.iinnsual app^rauce ?" / . . jrro.^- 
. '' I hi^ve, ilt .^as btttithe" othc^da^jrl 
was harangtubog the donie^tics respectilig 
the composition and nature of a. spirit^ 
whereia I attemptofl ^ to she^^ f halt .the 
gh9^ of. a ;w9iK|an is much i?ftore diffiei^t 
to be loi^ that) jthat qf a Dian; that afi 
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<]aiet 9|»rit% 9oiiseqiiMint1|^ ^vSI xmes, v^hi^ 
1 proved on a number of differenipoisitionsb 
MBjiifug: instnieted tbein iwtibeK ?egpidct- 
ing the cause of evil spirits b'ein^ laid in 
.■the.Jled Sea.iBpartieiil^r^Itimied tny- 
j$ei^romidf a»d t» ny:giriait- asioixishinenl; 
:iwhat sfaotiM I behold, hut the^appariticm 
^iybW VflQyed cdiiaort» Gunilda.!:*' 
X fi Tgni havci) amazed o»&! (. Gunilda 
sa|{^flC7tH^t»i--f8Uiniaon iail my Vassals, and 
Jtet me havTe a confirmatKm of this terrible 

'ttiuto.7 ^: ; , • ^ ; 

i : **: jHosr !-^-A) you , dwe dtspate' the 

. .V, I ktiQur BQfc!what I dare F replieis 
tb^ a|^it|Lted Eaarly /^ but call hither my 
domestics — I command you.'* 
,bl:** v©0; y<m ' not know the chifrch - has 
piiimii^ $may, and: must n^ be conob^ 
im^nd^diV i , , \ : 

" CaU in my YMsals V' : . ; 

*^ Nay; proud lord, thy spirit becomes 



. ''HfHaiideonlttdbiLl kilny 

- The ficHtf* ^nttkig. cnii aivei^ sRiietified 
Jook^. and tomkig' ap^' las : dyc8 *^vMk 
Mtoawhineniiat; the fiatl's last exprtarion 
and iiiaodfltte!iant>#9eii.Mme^, quitted tbe 
d^pttittmBnty iand ba* 4he dom^tittsib^g 
mmiBaBad^ refrii^ to retoni with^tlwiai.^ 

Ethelbald InTingr gatheKd^tiiem lal^ 
together, began to make inquiries if tkfe 
icidrtle was seenre^ fram seifret 'M>viteft as 
open attack, to* wiiieh they answered iti 
4h6 affirmative, wben he next fyrodeeded 
to. question Hiem as to what Uiey bad 
.seen* - ' • 

^' Jtikfw mey flay Loid/' says-Oefald, 
4being yow is^mn vmml^ (sb Ifaetefaw 
grrey locks may display), to reply to yon 
in behalf of my fellow domeBtics/* • 



TT 



M, I>D 0Oy and be brief?'^ atewevs'the 

. ^ My Lord, I am always 80--^thoa^ 
Father Ambrote is ^^eased to CilU mioe a 
.pboc^ My\ be^d-^I lanre to be bnef, * for 
time' Ss ^ihort, and< ev^y- -rnQm^ot ihcet 
ifiicsisa momeatneaFer tlie.grave*^*4lieiia- 
'fyte we riioald aluD^B^endewrohrtof^aiake 
ithre Bsost we csin of oov tilne." ' . 
\ *^ Yqo are now. bstiig H by ^cpataat* 
fing oa i1r^*-tell me wfaathaiite ye seen P.'' . 

'f My, Ijordf I will-^bot yba : cannot 
nay I hse time by expaU&Hng onU\ foe, 
in order to find out the real vahie of time, 
we ought to dwelL with due donsideration 

» 

on what that vahie is, and tlK>ugfa9 as I 
said before. Father Ambrose calls miae 
a siiiy hemlf yet-——" 
: *' Pehaw! away • -dotard ^ Harold^ - do 
y^u inform me ?f' ... > v j 

<' ISk^y Lord, Idb npt-wdU wdenrtaiidr" 
F/-uid replies. 



^^Nay ? I mean, fasnre ycm a^ spirit 
seen ? The friar informs. me that in wff 
absence a.fig^tev like the lest OaniMa, 
passed through the castle."' ! 

**'. Hb> ha, ha ! a spirit T' cries GeraM, 

^ Ha, ha, ha ! that's . yery well. Father 

•Ambrose is a- very weak man, and did 

nbt stay long enongii in the hall to see 

what the spirit wa^— but I ean infortii 

-;^oii, my Lord,, it was JSfe^-yes, me* my 

Lord, dressed up onr purpose to ifrigiiteii 

*him ; and I assure' you my Lord, we have 

pSeen nothing in the eastle unlike ourselves 

since your Lordship's departure/' 

** Ridiculous! then have there not been^ 
noises heard, and lights seen in and about 
the north tower P' 

" My Lord, that' we cannot deny,*' 

** It is verf strange, and much it 
troubles me,'' observes the Earl, as the 
friar ventured to make his appearance 
again. 
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^«^ Well; my Lord,'' Jie inqmres, '' H^re 
pak not feand wbat I stated to be 

i ^ . I am perfectly Mtigfied,^ retams 
£tfaelbald, ^* Ifeel much oppressed, where 
are those minstrels — let me 'have music to 
lianipoie my troubled soulV' 

It was DOW growing late, the minstrek 
were not of liie immber in. attendance, 
andlQiie.of the yasMbi. WM dispatebed in 
4Qe9taflbMa« :» i! ,l 
. Be bad nat,ibiE^Qiitbleiit many mmntes 
befoiie ha^/r^ttitned \m1itid utodtet haste aibl 

'o'f^Kio^i: looks imldniMiisin. y^wlatw i ff 
tb^jgarjij » '^wfaait mmm that Unta cidtfar* 

« IM^jl Ixwd,!',!^ we«», <<my.. Lovdl 
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d<4t'tlHt iqencdk tbe-ii^bMof la Aaddy, 

through the apartment. ^ Sfiglriy 
Btowimr il»x Barl #Kiria^ i«<4It in 

The whole'.bastlb :^ar>' atnck^ ?iiiib 

dnrtiwinrnt'i i ihi *5:iii ^r/;^ f^uii <.i:7/ j1 

Earl was so oyercome by the^MiAlen atarm 

him poi«^^iMk4 liibv <Md4ie<mB borne 
from the flames by Harold and anoilH^ fA^ 
««diui^ tlii0«Mfi<»^te4oiiMtic 

bridge, and passe^'thlitcJWtep^ljWte a^ 
Un^ tla^itig' oi tofch^lb^ iAmm 4jjey- were 
Mtack^d byitbre^ tMkiiAi:* fiwoM Md 
the other ati^ndaift idrive* «ff, BtklHAld 
was necured^ bound acrofls ott^ Mof di^ 



iioKse% and itkee vime conveyed ItitQ the 
AMterate teidl mystedxms preMnce ^ tite 

• : ?6n. the/i f gWb sl - s Jait rtoim Tkit td tlie 
ie^tl^iie ajiifagdl'tbeMiaiitre^ wliorlnd 
•«1L along* bMiii m ' hia eupk^^ to fire tke 
castle at an appointed hour, in -MiviMnd 
|ila«w; and wiaa hhMelf with ln» a«so<- 
leint^^ m Teadimw 4«> carry off^lh^ Xad 
•Mdia^ttidK liaMllis liMriie babitation^* 
- ThiMV ib*a few honrs, ootwilfailtndiiig 
•aH biiB^conMiona aecnrtl^y and expactatidii 
tf fwtfkier ppoteetioD, h» ra»Mi)i W€K dH^ 
fersed to wheref^r tkef eould 4ieek 
-flbcAter ; hb eastlier beeatn^^ a liieap of 
4inibttkiiig' ramsy $mi hittiself again iit^ri- 
-awi^i^ 4tt tbe hand» of that man^H^bno tf» 
hi bad'<iEbmt to l^r in tb^ wnrldj an^ 
nH^Ate- dreadAil calamitjr fiom tueacfaeiy 
witikin dnHiT^t^ we alhide to the. 1wolivm&- 
«ttfek who Were KteralLy two of tbe'bi»- 
ditii thai ha^'Uma loiuimtod th^lsseir^B 
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iato tbe Earl's empioy~4t was one ei 
tkem iu eonyertation witk their leader, 
that Florimund beheld under the castle 
wall ; tbey were the instrsaients of Piar* 
1>raad's access to Etfadbald, and had 
'finally assisted him in the. last /btal . catas»> 
trc^^. 

He iH^as now thrown into a dangpeen tr 
reflect on the varioos eircomstancesy go^ 
and bady his past life had witnessed. 
.Half'-persuaded Gunilda was innocent—- 
jhe shuddered, at heap miserable end^ and 
.the remembrance of the vision he had 
seen of her before he was borne out of 
the^ameS'} be recollected his harsh treat- 
4nent of . Florimund and the blow he had 
^glven ' him on the bridge ; he was pes- 
'plexed about his^ brother's fortunes,i tiUI 
given to understand he was a ptispner 
there with himself; and he often wepik 
for the fate of Adelk&a> who was' the 
daughter of one he sincerely respecteda. 



II is evident Ethelbald might have 
taken greater precautions for his security; 
sor had he for a time any occasion to re« 
tarn to the castle at all, but his reflections 
on the death of Gunilda, rendered him 
unfit for society, and incapable of being 
always on his gxiard. fior ihe preservation 
of his own safety at court: indeed, the 
disturbed sUiie of hfs .Acuities caused^ him 
to reseoible' did . niodif Ihongh >he :^idft 
awat^of the dinger^ It 'a|>}^ie«red he could 
not avoid rdfafnihg'lntp'ih^ flam^i 
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Scanniog paj^ Wip^|i;f)iif,d^^bjyf»te f^^, , 

And w€igh each possibility of danger 1 

No ; the ioslinctive nobleness of blood 

Would start beyond the reach of such cold scruples. 

And iustant gratify its generous ardour." 

Jbphsok. 



Florimunb had not long been coik 
fined to the cell of his prison before he 
discovered that his adorable Adehza infas 
secured in the next cell but one to his» 
and betwixt them both Fatelina; the 



^mti!iifitmt»4»iiix*mmmaoi. lift 

Mbitt^ m tkt^ ^9Al^^^(Ukm»g^c»e to oc^eal 

vtas enabled to converso^ilk ihit^ImA?, 

3widiaiit%tlKiie^holkeptiwatttiii^^ 

<4iieodreitiip|)9ebiiiots/Hna^ S i.) :i'j! :.:'t 

ali'jthe'fdlMir of iiaf .c.i{elbi4 giond hiiiiDa 
iigpal!ii^thB6e7lag»tbiL:tU«^ail, iMrtbri; 
iie Jnig^' ainaibvtiote&^ajioid'Opeiiia^dftfe 
aperture to occasion a discovery; {or^tdiDte 
4tiita •(Miii^-stu^n^iir'i^ W iwas 



|0P mm f^mwk «r «AyiM»^i» 

separatfii hjer .fivaa |mx mistress . ^Adietii^ 
and ia the eif^ effeeted a conun^licatioiu 
l^h» lav^rs e¥^, ikep began toi^li* 
4€^re0 pf bappio^ni JM»re ufltfcwKW&.iA 
tkeii! drenry ; aibode^ >aa they CKyildin^fir 

^xch^ftgf jfr' throbgb / iie^ iop^vm^ 0C! tbieir 
fs|ithf)ilifjpU0WHsilflferery their :ob0j^vvMKMi» 

,4Ild th^ sigbB- - ...:<'> <• ;, !<•'.'•:•) c ; 

/;:eFJoHfii»dd'}»?iig.i»iMab^i^ MWlpaA 

forbidden to despair, and'begfanfio eonab- 
idejr i& what way he :had liest proceed. 
fie felt.convuieed' they.wef^ajl' liable to 
sufien froq^ thel.^blsgiiised aoMl' pecnliar 
jnaHBtf ,iii whiah^tfaey ntrecei'ta^n with 
the , two nrrioiohes, to whom : they were 
'rtraDgenj. 

Theihole he:ha4 pa^rated being in a 
dark cQooi^r of )liie cell^ he thought it would 
be best to enlarge l!hat and the one iaPa- 
leliaa'^ which he could tiow perform in a 



/ 



single nigfaty ^l^aving ishifted one stfrneU 
commencq.withj but-^rglj haJ^a4;to re- 
move ^ i];ox^.^hsT f>i^i^. ^ipdow,.frqm 
which he perceive^ it.vqas abqat ^jt^^n^jl 
feet to the terrace; j:}iat i3iiip:oiindgd,.|)iie 

castle; their desceiit^e,thoughl;:hj5txP<H^ld 
effeet, ' but though there, vf^ j[kfi,,yf^ ^e^ 
yond the one that xoufitjed; fj^^^o^ ther^ 
liras a centinetl. continually on duty. , 
. This . w^s . a 4f»^Col o|>^^rw?tiw ,to, ^lis 
hop^f . hoiflf j^jif er it ,did not.jrestr^q^b^i 
from .pifrseversface; . on ipSR^ti^ fp/^ 
bar was greatly decayed by rust^^i^d Ip^y 
removing part of the srt;one conn^t^nijjth 
it, he finally ^ffqc4:ed. his wishes^., but .thicj 
ei)4^ayour ;fya^ a^nqst a^,,^pc^ouJj ^o,a9-. 
complish as that of the animal in',the, 
fable thftt aided the escape, of - the 
lion*. r i 

Wf ^re tau^bt. " man isj born.^.o tfo^r. 
, We as; the sj^arfo fly. «I|i^iksVf,'^3ris. we^ 

; TOU J.I, G- .. ,^ ,,r,.,,.',,, 



are aQ sent to die, we aire all in som6 
measure boht to 'experience disappoint- 
ment; and lore without its crosses woald 
bef what is seldom heard of-^but, oh! 
wW an miexpected shock were the lovers 
now about to recerre! 
" Ote morning the guard entered Fate- 
Una's apartment rathfer une3^>eetedlyy and 
the unfortunate giil happening to be 
asleep eould not giro the aignd; Fh>ri« 
mund was jiist then removing the stone^ 
and tile feBbw discovered their commas 
nicatiiJh. 

This was indeed a terrible blow to 
thipr hopes, bd quitted the c^ell, i^nd flew 
to fifive information of what he had 

» ' r • • . * *■ ' • 

seen.' 

^ Flotimund wds eager to send a pariang 
word to his fair Adeliza, and she equally 
impatient to do the same to her beloved 
Florimund, whilst Patelina ran from one 
to the other in confusion, scarcely know- 



n^ .wfaftfe «he 1 ^d fir wboM^ ithec f^dly 

As good often spritigs mk xif feidl^ ja; 
do aife /ictoetiiajQ9 fiikd ^(Hiirseh^ &HUitiate 

liaildof dppreasion k abMk te Mnilulttte 

u»; ftnd tiwt b b. . lesson that isluNild gmrd 

man ever against 8elf«destructioo« M it 

£»rbida litm to d^ipbiir. 

i \V3iflstFloriiniai4sM^ muaii^ 

l|w dh» MWiiio^ o£ thki iui»pciet;eA!leiii47« 

1^ a tiine h^ sopipMad be sImmU lm laiil 

by- the heels in double iro«^ tbe verf 

ma)^ ifvjio bad ftot wtce retam^d to Fi^ 

ti^tna's icdl, ^entered MmumiA's$ fidbo 

MjlortkUy fiwttited fait sentMiee^ ■ 

OS 
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** You will, DO doubt, be surprtted/^ 
says Bertrand, for that was his name, ** at 
the nafture of. my errand after what I just 
now discQiyenedi but yoii must know, I 
some dlQTS back'perc^ved yotnr two feUow 
prisoners wor^ ^no' beards on tbeSr Hkiasf 
and if I am not deQ^veditfei^iwilllurH 
out to be women." / '» '► ' 

'< My jailor^ I will W candid with y (Ai> 
returns Florimund ; ^^ they^re womm. 

To- tins eoJifession he revealed diker- 
pcffticulcirs, and protested his love and vi« 
nooence. 

'< Then/' observed thje othar^^^asinudi 
asyoii love^thce lady, justosb^^nAiebiklrf I 
loye tlie appearttnee* of %^'»^^M^wit^ 
(for the other two prisoners tHey appear 
devils incarmte, and confirm tHe since- 
rity of what you have told iae) I abi«€OB- 
▼inced of yoiir iinndcence ; niy love for 
the girl in tbe next cell resigned me 
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hm beiraying what I witftesged : I can 
sever be happy witfaoat hj&ri I will aid 
.youf esubape, ^md % with her to the end 
of the world." . . 

**My friend," rieplies Fiorimund, **I 
caji no farther put confidence in such uoi- 
lexpected professions^ thaii u I witnesis 
your indulgence by winking' at what.yoti 
have seen, and an honourable conduct 
itoii^ards the two females in the adjoining 
cells. But that I was not only fusible 
•of ojur' danger in the company of those 
with whom we were brought hither, bat 
IScewise conscious .we are. innocent of 
.whatever crime might be alleged ag^iii^t 
•«ur» I could aqt for a nloment, in juiftiqe 
to my own honour, allbw.myMif to liMeii 
to what yoii propose^" . > ! 

<< As'myi love is dsn^ierate^ do not at* 
tempt to trgne agamst iV* he dh^ 
served. ■ l- « • ■ ; •. j • .'^ .n -. ' .*- 



ISI6 TBB .•rawsms am vjkynuamma^. 

'' TbeB^ if ii ihiM be m^ inai^e ato 
ID my o^n ^w&mb, and. be liot mo- 
cerned y^uraelf in. the nakter at aH. 1 
may hereafter, if I find yoa sisoere, plan 
an escape, ajtid prerided the'igiiA. t&a^ 
aeate I pledge my honoac to ac^iuiiat yon 
at a preper time heraafter whete yoii 

may ted Wi and poesem wiiat yoa< de» 

• If 

0pce^ ... t 

:^Nty,«lihe baaidc of my life^" hb 
tirieni ^' I must accompany h&t*^ > ^ 

<' Then;' repKes Fkrinmnd^ '' I de- 
cdme. listeniBg to yon, aa it nviOf snrely 
|ir0M the ocoaaion of onr famng miaktiii ; 
let m^ elose theddbject for the pMeeist, 
and yon cdn viait Fatelinay and woe her 
m the mean time;' / 

Bertrand cons^Ated, and FIorimunA 
impNiised hie gralilnde far the kindness 
4if thelfat^or be had'diewn «heai« 

After a day or two Imd passed -AVer 



woitfd *4nf>it, (mi oar r«uier$ :«M(jr. be 

4Mured tliejf< were all mo^^tifpBaiMyjim* 
pii8<^, and indeed Vatelum .'wltf pleawd 
beyond measure at the thettg^of meetf 
ing a husb^od In so extniit«rdin»rsf:a:Dlfin- 
I»k), Bertrand eens^ted le>iel]r <»^.£^0f 
rnaand'/s prpnii«e> tba!i:b9>.s^9l4tw4>bM% 
to CQoqplete Uis wirfie»t and .tffc{i|e, ^iyfl 
permanent happiness at fk fiitoiret pei^^ 

Bertrand's eQitdiiet ic<H|fiiiiiifd>liM flWf 

ssefii^r 4«4 ?MelifM'sbei^<ll(a%;«ttill fl; 
blaze. He famished Fl^ieiiiwsifj^wtbiibe 
Pfai|s of being rid of bis 4mnf» iW^^be 
v^t waf jlied fe|!.thM de«iWi^ Wfti^ 

^ .Qw.bfiiD vicfeeded m ««M>e f90R<^;Mr* 
fivii^ 9t the ««periative trfpwpoi^, ^i{» 
chaste embrace ^nm Jpie f^yM;R«fpM>>«^ 
kffed:A«leli^ .'He.c<H>dHct«Kl^'to|ii8 
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mH, reMOveft 'iti^- ^ foftr of bis wifidow^ 
and jiaTiiig ^iffi^cfd' a eotd by ivkkl^ they 
weretb desoend, and^with which the ^a- 
oumped ^Bwtradd- had provided theiD, 
they prepared to adventure. 
' ^telipia took leave of her new lover 
throngti k flood of teara; he next went 
dowA to lead off the attention of the cen- 
titiely^tti 'they were lowering themselves 
A^^e Wibdow. 

^* ^Flbriiftiind arOse to descend first,' tliat 
he* might be 'rfeady below to break the 
ffllU of'eit3ier^<>f the others, should ihey 
^nit tlifeir hblft, or ^ any otherwise meet 
with^btf^eideiit^ 

''I^Mlmie^'^iivotited them: nnddr cover 
of' the ^liirl^^' 6f the night, and ifter- 
trand's engaging the centinel in conveN 
sMi«f|owt mOi^' ^et end of the terrace^ 
Ai^ rtel^ij|'th^>^t^nnd in safety, though 

^i'ke^dii^ft^ecaitie our hero*s study the 



<0 



N. 



stratagem they must employ to escape 
pursuit, and, above all, what disguise 
they should next assume to avoid the 
appearance of what report might re- 
present. 
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CHAP. X, 



^SkHMivheft InuMi^nMdtis m the lailiiig ehangc; 
8oae with moie right thiovgh irariovs figures range ; 
Proteas, thus burge thy privilege, was found, 
' Thou inmate of the seaa which earth surround/' 

Veknon's Ovid,. 

'' Shall I tell thee loi^ 
I could not leave thie honest wench behind 
And sleep m quiet. She is humble bom. 
But trust me, christian, I do see no cause 
IVby I should blush in feeling for the lowly.'' 

. COLMAK* 



. TROVEDiKHCiB^ tbat nev&t foisakes the 
just in tioie of need (though they, as 
Trell as the wicked, receive their share of 
Ticisutade hy way -of purgation) conduct- 



ed tttn lovers widb /£al^itnif/.to'; ju spot 
■w&ert. a . band of those ; f Jwm ri eMi ki ik«d 
{Wised Abe nighty ^gibo^ag/tiinenligbthwri 
times, vould woand and disfigai!^ ibfaid- 
^ves tO'«»ite ti|e boiii[mi|Ma;of*1h6i^ 
ieUow erttteres^ or Ailita^tin^llist^ bxtnrl^ 
iit bybanfe a«d threats^«^ v/^il^ - r,-^^ -''^ 

liy during Ihe^nght; ando o«itikik^d«q^»- 
ior^' left behind iheava^^cblMlf mi»A 
^atmmU^ wkidt' eaugdi^ Hm^Bed^'ftlie 
|N|r[KMie df a'di8giiiberf0i9:lBe thi»te»rnNiii> 
wtre befell bd3iled<«|(ykl|^iiMiir/ Slkilil^ 
present garments ibej iC(mo*alaAin,'i&boJk 
1^ tffee/ apd (the • prapfer ^^pq^ictiluis^ of 
dodesty abided hy)^ wilh^j adtenawf 
they adcfrt^d the appelu-anbeii^ai^itlNiw 
wh^ hpd preceded theitu \ ai '-o l\ , df 
^ 1>id we not thw ^ttomi -^nm jiD^ 
graA^fr babite/^ udmailLed FUtimmd^ 
^otheis^ by i^ aasovption q£ them\ 
fipAght he rMCured and: penA iraiaeeistijr 



, »..> ti ..: i^ i !ai>r 
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i£v^. oar otrantJIvteModf^. The God tliat 
vtftcfaes iMTBrfthe luboeent man soferhig 
fihe:iievsattod£' ciibamstaBCe for- 

Lit^ux'\<i^'i br.u 1)11. */ / 

ii liffllbeMfq^'jofi dieprisimers'Was disico^ 
;!1W1^ |i»|j^nii^lnibBDing, and .for neve^ 
ral days they WiMfeooUigied to e<meeal 
ilHteidlwsdli 4Hlkiw>iibes ki^d eaves, and 
-«ol^f iVfitltanio obti.'sa^i iight^ ' living^' bpon 
ib^^jatt WldL^fnf to^iAnd the like. : Walk 
6iltndiofl4^Me tkfi^Jit lakt io contrived to 
<rfim,^Mr jfttces^: iidiiob, t<^eiher i^Pilli 
thus, uaeiiii^liiV'p^dfcftiice, i rendered dia- 
^i{ev)TmMi^to ^a^niraifcle. 
] One* iiiif^lit;, ' fafnriif g iaken shelter he* 
nmth thft {Irejetitione^f a^rocky^ eoiinience 
«QdfikiDdfed''at£n|^; they were accoMed 
by those m porsait, with inquhriefl^ if they 
iia(^ eorer-linel.iA : their wandering "Any 
<hwigrtHk0:a deMenfxtion they gave themi 
ThelleyaBionthey were coiUpelled to plae- 
tiiste .was..stteces9fali and their pursoen 
went on their way. 



/'. Thiis, dty iby dlfty/m* solitary' ^imdr^ 
bbt happy in each other's society, and* not 
forgetting' sometimes to jest as well an 
console wdtib • Patelina ^ about her lover, 
Ihej looked - forward to the day thflt 
cbaoce wonld confirm their innocenei), 
and the church nnite them in tfae^ bonds 
of connubial happiness. ' 

In their peregrinations they arrir^d^at 
the riiins of Rdr-enswold, atid ha^ing^ 
-leiunit ^the norronndftig vasshb-Ethet 
bald bad' not ^sinde' been heard of, thejr 
w«re: astonished, and -wondered- when 
thfe multiplied Horrors of these iowens 
wdnld^&ase. : ' i 

Th^siy determined on making this mdfe 
flIiMler their abode for a time, as they 
wduld at least' have the satisfection of 
indulging their reflections on the many 
happy as well as miserable hoars they 
had witnessed within its walls. 

Hera they kindled the chemu^ Uaze, 
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liere rthey partook of their refrmfafadbnt, 
rad hero Fbrimund began Ao number ^ 
4ajs of their retinement and. extlo t 

The. appeartiice of Jightt iwiong* Ihe 
rains gaVe tlus distant yasisaliig^ occasion 
tft.feeibevo the plaoe waiir sW fipeqnented 
1^ Mpetviatuial vmtonp and none dared 
venture near the ^^t« 
: One rery adm eTaoit^ howet'er * as Flo- 
yimond wm wandwng amid the deflate 
jaf^ls aild^ftoweriiijip.arehea of this seqaeit- 
iei^ pkv^be thoiighlafcadislatif^helMh 
Jbdda bu»ian form in fi^Ient rey^rie. It was 
aow dad(t the. stm had spnk below 4ke 
horizon, and the rambling sm^o vns 
jieard tb beat agamst the adjoining coast 
that ohstrndied it :. tbe ravc^ stiU a^ade 
Ihet mias of the. wold .her ^sylmn, isoid 
^etimen^ shriehed among the ite^^ 
of s<»ne.;of its loftier and .i^atliemi 
towers. . ., , 

He paused avUk to obierire .the 



ififpire; presendy pertniviiig k m no* 
•tioD, he advanced} ag^Q it wm station* 
ary^ and as he agatu^ stood to obnerve it^ 
Ina ean» were accosted with tbe foUowing 
JoliltH]ity. . : r 

^:W]hat are ail the lofiLy deeds of mais! 
M9im^ Are thrones^ and what are empires! 
These stnpeadoiis and frowning* towero 
w0te dfM;royed » oneni^t by the pbwdr 
of si silagle desbmctive eteme^, ithereofi 
Ihe .kbe«ir of several thonsand bandsiwtac^ 
eiifiployed whole years to ereet; 7be 
throne . of ow kingdom was cUvided by 
the fiite of a single battle, and half the 
-portion of this sea^-girt isle given to the 
Awny of a bold invader. Hail, snlleh 
jiflence! whilst I adore that awfnl being 
who is the giver and destroyer of all 
earthly things, that God who sits tri- 
.umphaiA m the heaVens to govern all be- 
neath, aronnd whose throne myriads, of 
celestial messengers await, and at whose 
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.f<K>t kin|^ and natioiis bo^ in eyerlastoif 
. adaratioa ; choira of angels imng his eter* 
.nal praise, and whole amues of martyrs 
shout his aWfnl omnipotence. He it was 
who first called the world out of ctiaos^ 
and breathed his eternal spirit through 
creation; he it was that divided: the ^e^ 
ments, and he it is can command their 
final dissolution*, * ThM spirit thkt >dost 
prefer before all- temples the' uprigiit heart 
and pore/ hear mb I entrtat^here^wonM 
I buildup to tiiee ano!]ther t<yweiry a tower 
no time can annihilate from the treasure 
of a pure: unsulKed . conscience ; * here 
would^ I offer the sacrifice of a contrite 
heart* ' Fbr the texre^rial lord of this 
abode (whoiki I stiU believe hamdess and 
abused^) fain would t supplicate; deliver 
him from the hands of merciless^ men, puK 
Aish them according to their deserts^ and 
€nabk him to raise again' this noUe stnu^ 
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tarei and live hereafter in peace and thy 
important service." • * • - 

He was turning to advance towards 
that part of the ruins where Florimund 
stood, but perceiving our hero he vanish* 
ed^ and all endeavours to solicit his return 
were vain. 

'^ Can it be possible/' exclaims Flori- 
mund i ** it was the voice of the EarFs 
faithful domestic Harold/' 

He retrnti!^ to Adeliza, and infoilned 
her of what he bad jseen a^d heard. After 
some little time had elapsed, seated round 
ihe blaze in patient conversation, .they 
were again alarmed by the noiisie cf seve» 
ral voices in another part of the pla^e. * 

Florimund looked out and beheld fa^ 
ther Ambrose, Gerald, and four other of 
.the domestics, with tor.ches exploring the 
ruins ; their conversation ran thus : — 

^^ Yiu tell me," says the friar, •* I am 
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lOQre i^i^rqied ^t spiritual appeajraaoes 
than any of the rest of yo^. How caok 
that be with me, who am myself a mi- 
nister of the spirit. I meM the good 
Bpirit;. and that it is in my .powqr to. ^oiet 
any thing* that is of evil y^a pMi hw% 
ocular proof." . . 

. /' I cannot laugV' muttets. Gerald, 
•^ after jvhat ha6 ha{]|Hened, and I have 
done little else, than weep f^ince the .iMe 
^eadfvilt 0atas|;r9phe and.mydl^ioiMlosa 
-pf the.BaarU ; Every part of these mehmi* 
choly ninf remind me of Mm^ and the 
many hapi^y days I have spent beneath 
iiis ro9f-r-Lack«<i-day ! ali is fled^-^alL is 
oyer, and (to. nse a faadliar j^usae) aM 
.vanished in smoke !" 

The other domestics, who were with 

•them, expressed likewise their sorrow and 
regret; . , . 

. /^^Many a tkne,'' continues . €*erald, 
<< have I sat at the old oak table, and 
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Jkj^. the famil/ la a r<^ar; mwy a time 
^d iiyy jOJie en the cemical igtires ,caryed 
abo«t the wood-Work } many a tiuie play- 
ed at ^ hunt the slipper/ and kissed the 
little rogues under the mizzletde^ ha^ h^.! 
^hnt.I etmnot kmgh wwy I have h^tmjf 
^»ble master J^ 

*^ I knagiae we dball meet no spirits 
liere/' iiderrupt&lte fifinr; ^< we had beat 
^ bome^ it i» groiwiiig ebld; I am 
.^te dbilly^ and my ktiees haodk^iogB^ 

^' Ab,'' returas Gmld^ ^^ ymxhe^h to 
be -afraid again; I/see^hqw in^ k^ but i 
jtKDilot tiiikik how peopleicaf['beirightsikK 
)0d^diath«reiievur'idoae) any harm.'' . 

Florimund resolved they dKiuld ntft 
iBike tbemadves known to the' presenit 
group. 

. ^ Frightened^'' TociferaAes tibe friar in 
a passion, tiiat at the momebt dissipated 
his fears, *^ you urge that to anger^ which 



140 rut TOWtJkB Of* KAVSNjS«r«&S« 

onglA to be * the piattem of patienbis-^ 
Holy • Sti Aftthtoy, my very Mood boils! 
We.catknot npeak of gfhosts but yoa tell 
me I am tfaefir^t that is alarmed, and if 
I complain 6f cold ahd my- whole frame 
is trembliog, you tell me it is fettr. By 
the fire of the holy saint I. have just im- 
voked, I am hot enoug;h'iio:vr; and the 
first that dares tell me to my face Jam 
afraid again shall .be sei^ to Umb^^ihe 
•devils thedevil, :the devill!'; l)e cdnclilAq^ 
and rushed out of the ruins. ''. - .; 

( What : had so alarmed the friaiT At the 
jclase pf his speech ^ms^Florimundy.jwho 
«uLtching. ufp.. a;/fii:ebrand', .that .glared 
upon .his, mapgrj oofearedfaceasibd inade 
his appeaimnce^ induced this -hypocritical 
.priest to bieliereit was Satan hiniself>that 
stopped the way. ,,■ 

Gerald and: the.) re^* nol iffofimich 
altrmedt adviaiiMd and. qutetiooaedi (pur 
herb f^ to bis origin. 
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Hc^ infof med );heiB, ia a feigned v^tce, he 
was only a poor pilgrim without a homtif 
who \tith bis two companions were mak- 
ing their way through this world in search 
of abetter; that they had taken shelter 
there for a time, and if he was pf/the 
nbbl^ iQvdeaf of .society/ they hqp^d he 
would 'have the kin^ne^s to contribute 
to their, next day^ sastenance. 

Gerald ^coa}4 i^ot help sniiling; at the. 
event of Ihuir. vMit to tl^B^ruins^of Raveps-. 
wold-^-^* Sq^" \he remarJsLs Uf his .feUows,, 
" what* has thus alarmed* the country 
round, with lights and what not, that have 
been' seen here, are only three poor tattered 
mendicants going round the world beg- 
ging their bread — ^ha, ha, ha! but I must 
not laugh after what has happened. Con- 
tribute to your next day's sustenance, 
certainly I will ; I have a bottle in my 
pocket, and a cake that may likewise 
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dieer ycm now; yon are welcome 4x> 

^ saying^ he to€k them but, and gUve 
iktrxif bidding^ liiem at the same time a 
good nigfbt^ and inviting liearen^a pro* 
teetion in Adr farotir. - ' ' > 

<^ Ha^ ^a, lia ! wliat are We to ' Aink- 
<^ father Ambrose now, lie mambled as 
he retired — ^ tke first Mat d/aires^ ielifne 
to my Jkce I aiti afraxA tigain shall be 
sent to limbo. Tke detHt, the devil, the 
devil r Ha^ ha, ha! — but loannbtlinqh 



I 
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CHAP, XI. 



"^ life of my life, anddrtm^ of ny Iteait^ 
Fmft ibese ^nd»taoes Ut u» new, part.''. 



< > 



** Ncv^r, O never*-:— lo 9ome safe retreat, . 
Far from the noise and tumult of the great, 
'Secure and happy on each other's breast^ 
Within each other's arms we'll ever rest.** 



At this time, from the peculiar inci* 
dents we htive related, and others that 
must come to light at the close of this 
narrative, not only the state, but also the 



144 THS TOWBRS OF ltAV£NSWOU>> 



country at large, were involved in con- 
sternation and alarm. 

Every means were set on foot to dis- 
cover the latent cause of so much cala- 
mity, as of late it was not individuals 
alone that suffered, but, the very basis of 
the throne itself/ * ^ 

On Gerald^s promise to afford the lovers 
and then* attendants » assistance next/dtey, 
Florimund'thbu^ itw(mld be policy 4o 
quit their |>resent shelter for a time, to 
avoid discovery, and return again as it 
might be deemed proper. 

They were looking about for a place 
whereon to rest, the next evening aad 
chanced to fall in company with an old 
man, who was kind enough to oflfer them 
acconamodation under the roof- of. his 
hovel. Florimund^ after what they had. 
experienced of strangers, would have 
refused his . kind offer, but found from 
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l^ermit; .:.> i. J 

mainder of his days as reclase 4H 4Mt$^ 

od iri di^iiicpnifiliNi^ri, niid ilMWak w o(M of 
tlute Jaiiotodtj be ^feitfed the mKim irf^kfei 
dcew <n>iilimii tiboie«fifltctio4iy>of tviifeii 
otff Imm^ had been aiifln^eMi- ri<> 
\ Thdyiac^MifiaiiMfd bim tp^lmhdpdlw^ 

sort of heath. It- li^M^ b64I tfiU* kftfSf^ «b^y 
entorei It^iyiiMiil&tiM^, ^iiuft' ftad 'lieeii 
StNM9<iil^4itailed,{fliitiflJt4i^ 
tbcbii)«diti4ifi- . 'f ! . /• "-'i-i '"" (' •' •> 

VOL. n. H 
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» The sbrprbe aod jcgr 63q^rawed by 
Harold, may be better ooliceived than 
described. 

After they had partaken of the b^ his 
cdl afforded, Harold desired th^r at^* 
tioQ to a most affli<;tiiig detail of parti-* 
cuiars, that will begin, to opea to our 

r«ide» Ae'iotricate compoood of tW. 
narratirat. 

He began by stating to them, be tmst- 
ed he need not repeat the whole stoi^ of 
his ftuthful services to the Barl, that ihey 
were already, for the most part, in pos- 
session of; but begin from the time the 
Win of triumph and tranquillity no longer 
9hed its rays on Ravenswold's Towers^ 
but was succeeded -by the orerwhelming 
clouds of affliction and jealousy, with the 
calamity that followed* 

Never were those orajttsients of a coun- 
try, the united dignity, of litle, honor, 
courage, charity, love, and .hoq[»ttaltty 
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more nobly disqplayed than they were at 
Rayensrwold, before the arriFal of Fiori- 
mundy and the consequent change, (from 
insidious proceedings against him,) that 
afterwards arose in the bosom of the 
Eari. — — <' That green-eyed mqnstei^ 
Jealousy, that makes the meat it feeds 
on/* rushed upon his soul, and his whole 
frame afterwards became the temple ofl 
confusion. 

; Whatever might have been the hellish 
contrivance that first gave rise to such 
suggestions, the Earl was best acquainted . 
with, but Harold was satisfied of Gunilda's 
innocence, and also of the party's whom 
Ethelbald supposed had stepped between 
him and his supreme affections. 

Suffice it to say, one unhappy circum- 
stance produced another, which, together 
with W(dfred*s arrival, at lengfth pot the 
£«tI on the fatal delatoiination of destroy* 
ing his virtuous consort. 

H 2 '- 



Fortius pttrpMQ fe aid||Q!irB44 to Jm 
roHMuotic tmAnce in Ai^ I&le of \¥iglit, 
to which plaee it ImmI iM«B tbe lot of Ha- 

loUi to follow hiau 

Oa his arriiratlrlM received tike afflicting* 
inteliigeiice of three ndRans hariBg 
dragged away Ganilda: he rushed ihwot 
the plaee in pursuit of theast ^nd direciBd 
bj the noise of a dashing. cyf swords^ 
which proceeded from one of ihe three 
wishing to preaerre her U£s, he aarrii^, 
alasy to womd the vwy being who atnyref 
to be her protector. 

, WUlst Hawld was engaged in Ute 
contest, tiie other two anrailad themseirea 
of^ an opportunity of seising on tbeir^- 
tim, and horling her over the clitf into 
die sea, which dseadfiil deed having per- 
petrated, they esca^d through the dariE* 
ness of the night. 

The other, wounded aad' Ipngino the 
ground, implored for mercy, whidi beingf 
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At the moment gnanted him, be informed 
Harold they had been employed by WoU 
fired and the Barl to accomplish thils 
bloody deed, but that he had resolved on 
saving her fife. This ftllow's restoration 
became afterwards Ae especial care of 
Harold, privately , and more may be heard 
ef him tovrardls the sequd of these adven- 
tures. 

He prevailed on Harold to descend the 
cliff immfeditttely, by the first trade he 
iNMidd MTive at, and satisfy Inniself of th^ 
fate of Ganilda ; as it was not so lofty 
Hiefe as «t^some oth^r pdhts^ ^f llteHi^d, 
there yet might be hopdi of preservinig 
lier fife, |pt6viding the 9^ did not flow 
«lose op'toitabase. 

Having fcound' n|»' the poor wretefaefet 
imn^ he proceeded to descend thfe cM^gy 
m&inenee, mid at a little dinflRice off petv 
eeiv#di bf the assiManoe •of *tiiift moM^ 
that half displayed her light through the 



150 THE TOWAAS OF BATEKSWOIJ>. 

hazy clouds that enveloped her, two per- 
sons alighting from a boat ; he advanced 
to the spot, and to his transported senses 
found — Gunilda was alive ! ! 

It was a poor old fisherman, who» 
(though the waves had received her), 
snatched, her from this untimely and 
watery grave. She did not recover tiU 
after they had borne her to his hut, to 
which place also they conducted the per* 
son that had encountered Harold. The 
other two fled the island to avoid dbk 
covery. 

Harold afterwards blinded the Earl 
and Wolfred with the fictitious report of 
her deathj, and as soon as an opportunity 
transpired, contrived to place her, with 
every necessary cqmfort, in the north 
tower, which gave rise to the various re<- 
4x>rts of thM; part of the castle being 
^troubled with liglrts and strange appear** 
ances. . 
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As this faithful fellow was waiting* the 
event of a proper hour^ again to restore 
Ckmilda to the arms of her deceived 
Lord, the poor old fisherman, destined 
her preserver, took his departure to that 
abode where all labours cease^ all tern* 
pests die, and the roaring of the waters 
could no longer trouble him. 

Having no relation that he knew of, 
his little store he 1^ to his wounded 

9 

ciompanion, Who afterwards departed to 
fihglaud, with an engagement to Harold, 
he would come forward at any appointed 
time he might be summoned. ^ ' 

' Thus had' Harold waited with thb most 
poignant aniciety, amidst the strange 
events that followed, in hopes that time 
-would elucMate the dark wismiderstiind* 
nags that prevailed—still etiery thing hatt 
rendered expectation hopeless. It waia 
Gunilda herself that appeared to AdeUza, 
but i-etired, hearing the footsteps of Ftete- 



liba, «at4. .wbw^ t)w««tt)^ was in Bam^ it 
w«fi ji^«i^bo |tea]|ly pasted ttie^Jplai^. ta 
iq«)e« lifr ^(fap« from the.fiiry of. Uw ^ 

"^ QuiwMftl hevtWt^ of her aft«jr tbajt 
liwtii^ MigrhtP" ^e}F all. eiigfdrly, ^nqnweicl, 

«« if toiMhefi, by tbe fni^Q ipfltiqc<iy9^uwN> 

_ « 

pulse. — ** Is si^.aUvi^.?" 

. « ^ isi! d»0 iyi. bot wbfln, a]«il she 

,ii^(» v^pei^apf , b^ vindiwtod md ;40- 

tf(4rsf[gad'awi^y.by trait^n ^^.oit^i^vif, 

and !»«»» P^J)*Ift '«•« tlWr wff«ir«d fi 
miserable death.". , , 

tVi P»V T«b«r^: ^»*ie^e ivth^ .vronged 
Owftda ?'? a*f I'loripawd. 

** If Ifavtebftrhe^," repHeA Harold. . . 

^< Oh» bniB|^ jbcT: to us/' ajtobnins Ade- 
ilMi^i^^V.iibMi InHay luM the tear Avrn iff 
hm aired .dtoek, li.Qd>iOQnfoirft hir. aa.slie 

,ha« jlrttertd me."; 



. . ' ' , ». I 

ff I 
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<' I irill/' cries tii» faitbfvl Tossail, 
*^ bttt leans before I introduce h&Ty she is 

He retired ioio the iMck, part of she 
<^l; opened a simll wicket> and wlioited 
JbEB' mudbr wrotiged mirti^esMi 'to>midb43.faet 
^p{>eatutitm% f f /. . > 

No Mie cam^ for^mtti^ htiir "ttras-My 
r^!fkf heard froM withiii; a^in he solf- 
cHed her apfj»oaeb, illl wa9's8Mt MSIF^ 
he eetered th^ receiSHi/ bfli itbtnedi&tely 

retHfaiiyg^ he extkiciied, i^h the-'i^biA; 

• 

heart-felt ag^ony, " Good God/^^i^ lke& 
tied J* ««id sfeiBk denseless/ ' ' '^* 

Pftefcently r^eoVemi^/th^y i6tidea\^f^ 
to eoiifM)le him, by imsipafiS^ii^ sh^ migtft 
have* wftndered fdrthte tarti'thierefresrhw 
ing 'breezes of the evening ; thfe isoltie- 
what composted him and he resmtned hb 
seat. . * 

No isooner had this happened than th<> 

h5 
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approach of leTeral horsemen with 
torches, was perceived from the moath of 
the cell. On their arrival they enquired 
Jondly for Harold, the domestic of Earl 
Bthelbald ; they informed him they were 
dispatched from the court of the King, 
Canute, on matters of the highest import* 
ance ; they possessed proper documents 
of their authority, and amongst other 
eTidences of blood and guilt, produced 
the very dagger found in the hovel of the 
two miscreants, Florimund had left behind 
in prison. 

This greatly agitated him, m it did 
Adeliza and her follower; but on the 
^ief messenger demanding a separate 
conversation with Harold, they were al- 
lowed to retire and await the issue of this 
intercourse without. 

What the event of it was will be found 
hereafter^ and we now beg kave to con* 
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dact our readers to the cayem of the man 
in the iron mask, where the major part 
of the circumstances that make np the 
burthen of this relation wiU be brought 
to an end. 
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CHAP. XII. 



'* A dnogeoot homUe on all sides rottiid.^ 

Milton. 



**' How we may heneeforth most offend 
Our enemy, our own loss how repair. 
How overcome this dire calamity ; 
What reinforcement we may gain from hope. 
If not, what resolution from despair/' 

Ibid. 

P&EFABAiiaNS of the most borrtble 
kind were made within the dark abode 
of that mysterious being, whose features 
had hitherto been concealed from the 
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fiarl bbneath the .speciooi coveriiif^ 
the iron mask. 'He wlis now about to 
throw it aside, decSaire himself to his 
en^sffijr^ and take. ;that df eadftil measure 
of tsatisfeetion . ithifehti ' i(to> the diolerie 
men^)' alone' 8eeina.»iipld:to the iajniie^ 
he has rebeiyfiid^ 

Around the craggs of the casern Were 
arhaikged the iinplemeiits of: destmctiion 
thiy^ihad'Jtakdn, at >difierent3 tineRy of 
|liase>withwlK>mitheyiiail encountered; 
and tere: • andL tJtenaimng) the skeleton of 
andk las! had . mMitk the mmi :desperate ire*- 
mltaiee^ and oh; whiiMtt they had isongfat 
^tfrenjge ISrir insidtS': tuttneA >th!pmi.befo03 
tbejT resigned thbniiseliccis tpaiife of libera 
tifusm^ Instriunsats ; of tortiire . w»re 
l^kced in view^ to terrify the unfertiinate 
SmA I strange &gtorte>CMfed amund^ anid 
rude transparencies dls^yed. . Th^ 
taUe^ ?9sbicli ) waa rpiamd down the niddle 
of the cave^ itaa dor^red ivtith. a black 
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elotb, on the comers of which were 
coarsely embroidered in scarlet and gold^ 
a death's head and bones, and at the top 
was placed a scnll, with its appendages^ 
by the side of which • lay the sword of 
their leader, on which they had all sepe* 
rately sworn fidelity to each other, even 
in the jaws of death. ' 

Fnrbrand*s chair, which was jdaced at 
the n{^per end, was covered with a dis[^y 
of horrible emblems, in black, scarlet, 
green, and gold; and from the top of 
this subterraneous abode hnng a lamp of 
most wonderfiil and terrific singularity. 
By pulling a wire that hnng dowh by the 
robber^s chair, that had communication 
with it, the place became, as it were, one 
complete dieet of blue fire, and rendered 
Ihe countenances of those around most 
terrible .to behold. 

Some of ' the robbers now entered dragw 
ging in an old hag, whom they swore they 
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would crown as their protector^ or evil 
genius; they were sure she possessed 
supernatiural powers, for nothing in na- 
ture had they aver seen of so haggard an 
appearance. 

Her grey hairs almost covered her face, 
had they not, it was scarcely to be per- 
ceived beneath a sort of cap, composed 
of stuffed snakes and hedge-hogs' skins ; 
she was likewise clad in those of wolves, 
wild cats, and the like, and walked lite- 
rally barefoot. 

'< Ho r* cries their leader, as he eur 
tered, '* what h^ve you there ? — her looks 
bqtokeu witchcraft, and I fear her pr^- 
^sence bodes us no good. — ^Whence did die 
come ?" 

« Captain,'* replies one of the robbers, 
*f we dragged her from her larking 
place, on the borders of the forest ; we 
are convinced she is possessed of the 
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power to thwart us, meU oar expeditions 
that way have proved unsucc^ssfal/' 

'< Then why briag- her hither?** 

<* To force her to exercise her skHl in 
our behalf, and request you will appoint 
her the guardian spirit of our cave/' 

^ It may be so hereafter. — What has 
I5he to say fiwrlierself ?'* 

^ She wifl- not speak a word, tfuDdigh 
we have threatened instant death at h^ 
refasal.^* ' 

'^ Away with her for the present, and 
confine her in the back cavenr. Bring 
IbHh, in her place, that extraordinary 
'creature we i^conntered in a late sally „ 
and ^M me no^ see what can be made tf 
her by investigation/* 
• " Why, to tcB you the tra^. Captain^ 
*k seems Ani visit to our noble habitation 
lias bronght her to her senses, and I 
shouM not wonder if, by this time, she had 
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'* Ha ! — ^No one has dared to trifle wiUi. 
iifae. I^t^ebi in ttxj absence ?" 

^ l^imt 1 €<ifinot answer to, OaptauB.— r 
Sy lier oWji itodcfaiit she has bew a fine 
lady ift her time ; tiie talkt of her fori»er 
.ffoUidettry h^ equipnge, her lover, and the 
de^il does :iio(; know what besides." 

? JBisplain more fiiHy," cries Fiirbl*aod. 

*' Why, da^in, I ato not muoh of a 
Jband at a m^knt^holy stOry,^b«it 9)m teUs 
US her lover was a warrior ; that. he was 
^jery muoh abused by his soped^rs in som^ 
^ay or adaother, and that wbdn .«^e- at- 
Iwupted to. i)iter6rt heiiMelf in his behalf 
jatt did niot tnrli iout s0 well as she couid 
wAk I am not i^t to blubber at trifles, 
but jo^^W; my sold, she Isrdugbt Ui^ water 
.upinrnjieyW 

^ ** Xjeave me to '. my> own reflections for 
awhile," returns the Captain, agitated 
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^ and bid my friend Wotfred prepare to 
attend me on the final business that most 
ensne/* 

^ What can this mean/' matters Iron* 
mask to himself: '^ the story too so like. 
— ^I coold have hoped this weakness had 
been subdned within me, bat when I 
think of the loss I sustained in my Cor- 
rina it still comes over me, hardened as 
my heart now is, and sinks my soul in 
sadness* To what desperation may not 
die malignant insult of our fellow man 
drive us, in this wilderness of affliction'; 
and the keener our filings the i|ioi^ 
powerfully will such insult operate.. 1 
know forgiveness of injoiy is a qualify we 
should all acknowledge^ but' wlien I re- 
6ect on what have been my privations 
and unparalleled sufferings without iSae 
{^lightest offence before offered t.o my op- 
pressors— my spirit . cries revenge !«~Re« 
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renge is in my power, and this night will 
I exercise it upon that being who, feeling 
himself my superior, dared oppress me 
with his power, and, trusting in hia own 
security, sou^t exultingly to strike me 
down, never to rise again. — Yet, hold ; 
my curiosity is roused by what I have just 
heard, and must be satisfied. — Let me 
have an interview with Wolf red — ^within 
there ! request lord Wolfred to come to 
me. 

One of the robbers haying announced 
the same to Wolfred, (who was in another 
apartment of the cavern) he shortly made 
bis appearance. 

'^ Well, my Lord, you see the prepa- 
ration we have made for this night's en^ 
tertaifiment, and you will shortly hear a 
m5re minute account of all those wrongp» 
and infringements that first drove me 
from the world to se^ an asylum with 
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the nrale, and bid ftBo^ewell to that mm 
wfaich laitiy sat on my ealamity : if yen 
kave aeniples mane them j you best know 
the gmimds yon have for seconding tm^ 
pn>cecid]BgpB» for, maik me, tins nightHiy 
woonded spidt, now drivea desperate^ 
calls kHidly for rotribation.'' 

« Take it! Talk not to me of Mm- 
pies; lam too far waded in iniquity to 
think of netumioff, — My pride must be 
gratified. «.d mffooui bother h.ant 
«>lT .l»>d Ixfa. oe m .p<»»io.. tat 
eelipsed.my name alfaigetller } in brief,. I 
hasre a thousand reasons to wish him in 
the next world, besides that of adding 
his ahaie. of ei^^QuaHts to my own* in 



f» 



The picture of. ihatt two men in secret 
levee,, exfaibitedi the appeamnce of a 
great mind driven to^speraiioii, and a 
contrary one deqierate in ambiUon, as 



seamA dAldhoodwiU toy ^widi wfmncy^ 
and both <aHke be girattteS. 

'< Welly then/' eoHtioim Fnriiraii^ 
'^ ycm mufit consent t^ be hrooght in' as 
my prisoner, witk o&ecs, tibat tbe surprise 
of the Sari may be tbe greater ; no po« 
nyuttent on this side devdi can be ade« 
qoate to tbe sorrow be has ctmsigned me 
to," 

<' To tibat I willingly ccnseiit, and 

would my fellow, Barbold, was bat here 

ta witoesstbe scene." ! 

^ I could faay^ wished tiiat myself.*^** 

After the eirents of tbis nigbt, aotl your 

dc^pastave, we mist again ' remo^je j lor, 

dioiigb I ooald plate, my life m any of 

my bdd assdciates' bandsi, stiU, dedtb » 

the tfKicfastoae that tries Ae stoutest 

heart, amd it would iQ beooane me here- 

aftar, shiHild we be taken:, to hare na 

other redress thaik that of escLdmin^, ^ I 

have put too much confidence in man/ " 
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** Yjoa are perfectly right ; but come, 
let us lose no time, &way with reflection 
and proeeed to business." 

'^ We wiiU I have but to examine a 
singular sort of being we fell in with 
some nights back — a maniac ; but who, 
since her confinement here, I am inform- 
ed, has been restored. Indeed, it is a 
doubt to me whether she was ever de-« 
ranged at all, by her sdirewd manner of 
dealing with us. An assumption of that 
malady is sometimes used as a cloak to 
escape persecution; but the event will 
shew. — Retire, my Lord, I will send for 
you anon, wit^ the rest of the prisoners.*^ 

Wolfred jretired, but not till he had 
again taken Furbrand by the hand, to 
assure him o( his sincerity ; this the rob« 
ber ^would have derided,^ had he not 
known his pi*eseiiit situation ensured it. 

Furbrand now summoned two of the 
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to bring the female who caUed 
herself -Winifred, into his presence. " * - 

They retired, and he again beg^ to 
ruminate. After pacing the cavern two 
or three times across, he thi£i observed 
again : ** What can it mean ? I feel at 
this moment a sort of pressure, a heavy 
foreboding of something unusual that is 
about to happen. I would not yield to 
such a foolish impulse, yd; nmch I fear I 
cannot shkke it off — away with slipersti*- 
tion ! Oh, my Corrina, once the idol of 
my affections ; she, alas, is vanished, and 
in such a way as alone induces me to re-> 
main here an hour behind her. Ohi 
when I reflect upon the fate and termina-** 
tion of her ill-starred life, and the viUaay 
that was put in force to accomplish it, £ 
am hurried from^ myself; and nothing can 
or ever shfdl content me,- but the final 
blow." 



t6& nos TDWrns ojp ka^smswqu*^ 

Tfa» two Tobben vere nowr cdndtioliii^ 
poor WiMfired to the Cafiiiii* As tingr 
advuiced ake aT^ed lier fiKse, and aedfai- 
ed uimaimg to aiiproacli. 

"« Feaur not/' cries Forbrawi, '< I m^m 
to gire yoa Kbertjt^ bat fiist inform m» 
who and what yo« we?'' 

^' Ob! I am most unfiottutiate. Where 
I am I know not; bat wew yon aeqiimd* 
ed wkh Ifaa wropgs I h^e hitherto ve* 
eeived/' she answers, ^ I trasft ^rm 
wootd hot seek to add to my efflititioik/* 

As she proBounced these last words she 
eart her ey«i pitifaUy on f\..rl>r»id^ ^ha 
suddenly becanie sigitated to an extreme 
degme; as soon as be faadi pew«! to arti.« 
ovbdie he' eagerly, asks, *^ Ace not tbosis 
Ae featnres of my Gonrina?" 

'< HaT exclaims the poor heart^ead- 
ed waadierer, <^ lis ik$ilL tile vdoe'i of my 
Athelstan?' 
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'* It is ! it is !— Shall I be happy y^t?*' 
"My Athelstan, indeed! Then are 
we blest at last ! 

With. these, words they rushed impetu- 

... .,..1., 

ously into each other^s arms. - 

** Let loose the winds of heaven,** he 
cries, ^xultingly^ '*\ and let. them tear 
whole forests by the roots — let . vivid 
lightnings sear the . earth around, and 
the hoarse thunder shake this concave 
through — ^let earthquakes sever the g^eat 
world in twain, and tyrants trample still ; 
I do not heed them ! Corrina lives, and 
all our sorrows cease. But say, my love,'* 
he continues, lifting his mask with one 
. hand, as he supported her on the arm of 
the other, " say what have been thy suf- 
ferings ?" 

'^ They have been great, but I cannot 

*' remember,' ' she feebly lisps j *' farewell ! 

^^ — ^I have not time to tell — a sudden sick- 

ness seizes me — I faint — I die content^ — 

VOL. 11. I 



V 

is 

( 

at- 





re- 
as 



170 MS T&xTAta av &AtSRi^«^oii>. 

ohr*- — -The etfeot of so unexpected a 
meetings on the weak state pf her framey 
was more than she coiild support^ and 
with a heavy sigh she. yielded her exist- 
ence. 

Hie roblier eagerly tore the mask over 
liis countenance aga&i'r-^asi^onishment 
choaked his utterance, and he stood over 
her as one horror-striick. 



1 * 









CHAP. xni. 

** Of sood and evQ muph he ar§;ued next. 
Of liappinesg and final misery. 
Passion and apathy^ glory and shame; 
Vain mdom «H and false philosophy : 
Yet, with a pleasing sorcery, could charm 
*' Fain -for awhile, or anguish^ and excite 
4riiilflMio«M boper 

- The tniserable and imfortanate being 

« 

ki' the Iron'Mask 'having recovered from 
bis staptfr, ragee atKd ^ry possessed 'him. 
" Asaiemble;'^ he iJrifes, *" ye men of steel, 
whose hearts are tempered with adamant, 

I 2 
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bring forth the prisoners, but above all 
my victim. Here let us imitate the spirit 
of the Romans, and harangue over that 
body dear to ns when living, till * the hot 
shafts of our avenging spirit* strike the 
fell tyrant down/' 

The body of his unfortunate Corrina 
was placed before him on the table, he 
ascended the chair of his malignant state, 
the prisoners were brought in, the ban- 
ditti arranged themselves on each side the 
table, and £thelbald again stood before 
them. 

** Ha, ha T' he exclaims in a voice of 
thunder, that shook the cavern to its base, 
•*you are here again — ^look to it — ^yes, 
again ; here for the last time. See there, 
my friends, (whose hearts are sincere, and 
whose courage was never doubted), be- 
hold that sight (pointing to Corrina), 
which was once the dearest object 



n 









» 
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of my life ; torn from me first by that 
pitiful instrument of official preroga- 
tive, and but just now returned to m'e 
— ^returned, alas! but to perish in my 
vms.'* 

Sthelbald was about to speak. 

<* Not a word! no plea is left yofa. 
Whilst exulting in your own fancied mag- 
nanimity you heeded not the supplica* 
tions of him who now sits your judge; 
your power was arbitrary, so shall be my 
decision. If we are not all born to thfe 
same superior station, we are entitled to 
experience an equal share of humamty, 
and the wretch who, under the protection 
of regal power, dares wilfully oppress 
and deny the justice of the law to his 
inferiors, becomes a rebel to the com- 
monweal and merits the punishment of 
lan outlaw ; that punishment you may ex- 
jpect. If living under regal sway, cote* 
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tent to be governed bjr tbat code' of laws 
ivUch is keld forth to us, we find oiir 
rigehts infringed opooi and of its adIuin^• 
stration eati obtain neither hearing: nor 
redress — ^we are no longer^ in the eye 
of heayeET, subservient to. tiiat regal 
pov^er, tfaocodd isbrokten^ and the very 
administration itself be^^omes' rebeUicfcM^; 
Were the ifnfaject stfrviifg* tMider stecb 
sway to GomnaFft the first bi^ddi#^ he c^ 
eoQiM Vf 0uld suffer, and in oase of re- 
h^Nion ffexh0p9 vritbont judge or j:Ay> 
ibeji if those vrho nndoHake-ti^ make and 
administel* restrioti<lns are the first 
themselves to break theifii by refus- 
ing satisfa&dOn to the injured thkt 
s^k it, all earthly jurisdiction is void; 
and fatal may hb the consequences thaif 
ensue. 

The language of the enraged leader 
astonished the fiaarl; he appeared lost 
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ta. what, it applie|d; stillbyp was fof- 
biddeii. to. s|^ea]i^, a^d tbe rpbber p^Or 

The power of arms may subvert jas^ 
t)c^ aajd ^ sfipy^ iaj^ i^ , place a^ specious 
s)iew of. law , that. siJbQu^ h§ s^prnjaated 
tj^rajiin^A and t|uia subdu^ t)^fi more pa^ 
Sive members of society; but truth will 
ever rau^, ug spf^ci^pr qptmdi^ whp, it 

tJipy c^BSftk alteg€^t^^r,9ul)dii^ tJi^t'fQrce,^ 

-win volunteer their lives in the c^^jisa of, 
gAO^fs aflditfeei^, ^«SflTV)g ifeWow mfln, 
1p fi^U-ai^ tjbe evil, pjj^fog^tjve. apd k^p: 

ft 

l^islmil)^ soqn^ be iwtde tp remember. I. 
^Il)i; qoiQK, abquti If) toajc away the barrier 
4)aA o)[^ftkri»cl^ your rec.O|pnil;ion^ ^d^ 
tl^oug^h auction and, severity may so far 
h^vj^ altered my features, my name must 
still be fres^^ in your remembrance* 
Thm thej» I proclaim myself^ (talpp^ 



r ■<* 
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off his mask) } ybii may not re- * 
cognize my face, but to that let me 
add the appellation of the injured Athel- 
stan !" 

The Earl started at the name; but 
Wolfred appeared far more offitated, and 
leant on one of the prisoners for sup- 
port. 

'' Aye, well you may start, and trem- 
ble too ; for ere long your sentence will 
be death ! 

'< You may remember when I jfirst fol- 
lowed arms beneath your banners^ and 
served my king and country honourably 
as became a soldier : my father, who was 
not born among hinds (though they alike 
deserve our notice and protection), ha^ 
fallen in battle some years before; to me 
he bequeathed his laurels and his sword. 
Then I possessed a heart open to my 
fellow man, and my honour has never 

; 



i'X 
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Ibrsaken me. Still there was a mother to 
whom I was afFectionate, and a being 
that enslaved my adoration ; in my mind 
she surpassed even ang*els! good Gbd^ 
how I loved her — that being now be- 
hold!'^ 

Here as he paused and gazed on the 
lifeless form of Corrina, a single tear 
(like that which stood in the eye of Te- 
lemachus as he addressed his heroic coun- 
trymen in behalf of his father) dropped 
from hiis cheek on the table : he had al- 
most forgot to weep, for all his grief was 
inwards, 

** Shame on thid weakness/' ,he ex- 
claimed to himself^ as he' wiped away the 
second, and forbad a third to follow, 
"'Tis past, 'tis gone, and I must now 
forget her. Revenge! yes, yes, it must 
be so; let friars cant, and fools forget 
oppression, but let those who have sufFer- 

I 5 
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ed as I have dcme) and feel as I now fee), 
dowd with fanaticism, and ^claim ' Re- 
venge ! r 

You may recollect I had a friend, and 
an eatly one, and it too often happen* 
that the friendships we form, before ex* 
pericnce has tanght us how to choose, 
torn cmt in time the soorce of our undc^ 
4ng; so did it mine. This yWendf, if I 
dare caU him so, sought the seduction of 
my beloved; I discovered it^ and de- 
malided fiMisfactioo. He was my sup6-> 
rior oflScer, and refused it me, which I 
resented by pronouncing him a Coward. 
One day in the open field he struck me 
befcure my inferiors; fired at the advan- 
tage he had taken, I seised him by the 
throat, and treated him as bis deserts 
merited* 

'^ To his complaints the military law aC- 
tended^ but all my applications were 
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frnHl^s^; he saborned fafee witness, I wat 
puhisbed with disgrace and thrown into 
confinement ; that wretch, my victim, 
that arbitrary judge preirided over all. 
Immured m a dup^^eont my faithM Gor- 
pm petitioiied lor a^^es^ to vi^it and con* 
sole me in ^y ai91ic)M;Q»4 Her beauty I 
wm ii^oriped canglK|; the e^e of thif 
proud £arl SMielbald^ and he was detw* 
s^ned to enjoy her. The next charge 
preferred agaiaat me by some one un« 
known was that. o£ treason and conspiracy 
against the Saion linoy and a sworn 
league with the Danes; falsely was it 
urged, and falsely supported, but so 
powerfully was the charge preferred 
against me, I could npt resist its fallacious 
force, nor did that nialicious judge, I 
Mieve, design that I ever should 
do so. 
. .^ Aboirt this time much ireaaoo pm^ 
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▼ailed: I was adjudged to death, an 
awaited in my solitary cell the execution 
of my sentence. In this situation I was 
often visited by the different ojfficers of 
Ethelbald, and amongst the I'est his own 
brother Wolfred, who is now present, 
and has yet to answer for himself. He 
professed much regret for my degraded 
gituatioD, and often came to commiserate 
with me. Of him I learnt the strange 
intelligence that steeled my heart to pity, 
and drove me to swear, should I ever 
escape, eternal .hatred to the man yod 
see. 

** My mother, my poor^ afflicted mo- 
ther ! hearing of my sentence travelled 
barefoot several leagues to petition in my 
behalf, but finding she could not obtain 
a' hearing, or even a sight of me, she 
threatened in a paroxysm of grief to go 
and throw herself before the king ; from 
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that she was prevented, and fell a vie* 
tim to her maternal endeavours before 
she escaped the camp by the hands of 
assassins, and all petitions either to 
Ethelbald or my king were now shut 
out. 

" At length. Almighty Powers! how 
shall I relate it ? My Corrina came to 
supplicate. Though age could find no 
admittance to the pompous presence of 
this ignoble commander, youth and beauty 
could. She was refused admittance to 
the place of my confinement, but as I 
learnt received a solemn promise my life 
should be spared on conditions — (oh, hell! 
my blood boils when I i^epeat it) — on 
conditions she would yield herself over, 
for a certain stipulated time, to the grati- 
fication of his infernal desires. This she 
refiised, and sought again a parting in- 
terview with me, hoping thereby to find 
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an easier Vfay to bapf>ine9S«r-a 8weet 
asylum for us both in death. It was agaia 
denied her; after her departure she was 
once more suBMUoned to attend this lasci- 
yioQs miscreaofc in his tent, anSt receive 
as he insinuated, the reward of her trails* 
cmHlant virtqe, qamely, |»j libertyt end 
a restoration of my rank and honopts, th# 
charges haTing beea since her lart inter* 
view d^BCQveved to be fallacious* She at- 
tended at th^ appoHntedhouri as «be expe^ct* 
^,'the ihtime of mercy, hot f(mud it» ^l^i 
the temple of poUeytion ! Like tihe tiger 
ipf the desert he mshed upon his pi?ey, aa4 
issued orders for mj death to aocce^ 
ilibis diabolieti) ^ct of perfidy, the vei^ 
fktxt nporning/* 

Ethelbald again strove to he heasd* 
jbnt was prevented. 

^< Fortunately 1 found iriends where I 
least<expected« whi<^ is very often the ctpe 
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in the hour of jeopardy : for those who as^ 
sume the warmth of friendship in prospe- 
rity are the first to abandon us in time of 
need, whilst it is the task of sincerity 
privately to do good without a public pro^ 
fessiou of it« 

^ They were, imdeedj idy friends, the 
guard that watched of er me ; they aided 
my escape, and to this moment ha?^ 
never quitted my side : they are now sit- 
tiog ai the table. 

Grief (as I hare «ince discovered froM 
a soldier of the camp I had the misfian^- 
tutte to meet with) at length drove the 
poor creature you see stretched before us 
wild ; she was then thrust forth by her 
ravisber, and became the sport of the 
whole camp. What appeared every 
one's care was no one's consideration, 
and polhrted and abandcmed she issu* 
ed forth into this wild wilderness of 
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sorrow to wander ia desolation unpro- 
tected. 

From that moment I applied myself to 
the means of obtaining this great, this 
terrible satisfaction. For which purpose 
I commenced many stratagems, that only 
gave yon a temporary uneasiness, and 
for seyeral years indulged my eyes and 
heart with the idea of the potent gratifi* 
cation they should one day experience. 
On your return from battle I became 
more industrious. Tour two minstrels 
were two of my banditti — observe them 
there ; your Osric of the cave behold in 
me; 1 discovered your disposition and 
directed the epistle to be dropped signed 
Florimund. It is I that have secretly 
exulted in the fever of your imagination ; 
I surprised Adeliza in your absence from 
the castle ; it was yotir minstrek that bu- 
ried the whole family in sleep ; it was / 
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that roosed you from your lethargy, and 
afterwards bore away prisoner your bro- 
ther Wolfred : in the metropolis I watch- 
ed unknown your every step — ^I sought to 
secure you on your return — I directed the 
two minstrels deputed to fire the castle, 
and it is J that mast at one blow level 
the wretch who has doomed me and mine 
to countless misery I therefore prepare ! !" 

At that very instant soldiers who had 
found their way in every direction from 
some kind of information, rushed in upon 
them. 

The chief of these pursuers, from the 
information of Harold, advanced and 
seized on Wolfred as a traitor to the 
state, and one of the rebel lords concern* 
ed in the assassination of King Edmund 
Ironside. 

The party were numerous, and the 
robbers taken too much by surprise to 



admit of their making the sliglite^t re^ 
Qutonce. Barbold, (who had been ta]k«a 
priaoifterl^ ta. ofebuAr the pardoii of Canute^- 
had thiia^betrayfid 4beir. abode, and g»reii^ 
thft ueeeMWji^ io^p^a^cm.t^ j«cw# them 
without danger. Athelgtanwaf^siMffiacted; 
of being conc^raed yt\ik WoWi^^d;^ i^B^cAr 
ing:th&deathof therking:; and the^blood j. 
poniard wa& produced, on tbo handle of 
which stood the^nam^^ of Wolfrad. 

^^ Then all i^ kist/' Ci^D^plains. tbft 
latter. ^ Wdlj wsell^ w^ caii Ifvi di^j. 
but before we depart, let me undecf^iv^ 
this most unfortunate leader r^p<:<;ting:his 
challenge on my brother — he ia ima«^M 
and concerning r hi& nii/ef, it seei^fi, verjf 
much deceived. It was / that became 
f^namoured of Corrina, and as such otk 
me it is you must heap the bl^w^. and. 
weight of all your afSiction," 

" Is it even so !'* ejaculates the robber i 



^ tbeit may I at ktst with propriety exs# 
elititt) ^ Ihaiuiput to0 mack co9^dm(^in 
vMnt' It is enough: all I lo^ed ia fled*^ 
I am betrayed by the ureakneai cf an* 
ether, and he who i/irroagbt the sum of my 
misfortunes is out of the reach of my^ re* 
venge. Well, well, my Corrina, we may 
meet again, if there be another world, 
and I rest well assured, that should there, 
it cannot be a worse than this. Noble 
Earl, forgive me" (to Ethelbald). 

As the soldiei*s now advanced to lay 
hands on him — '* Stand off," he exclaims, 
** and let me once more clasp her in my 
arms," so saying, he embraced the dead 
body of Corrina, then drawing his sword, 
** let me avenge at one blow thy injuries 
and my own;" with that he made a 
plunge at Wolfred, only wounding him 
slightly as the sword was wrested from 
his hand. Finding he was thus foiled, he 
\eaped upon the table, and exultingly 
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criedy ^Hhere yet is one way left, and 
that shall end my woes ;'V then plunging 
a poniard in his breast, and bidding his 
associates farewell, in an hysteric laugh 
he sank backwards, and with a heavy 
groan expired. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



• >H 



** Feeble man calls out 



For ev'ry bauble> drivelled o'er by sense/^ 

YoUNO. 



*t 



Say, Sages! say. 



Wits, oracles! say, dreamers of gay dreams! 
How will you weather an eternal night 
Where such expedients fail 1 Where wit's a fool. 
Mirth mourns, dreams vanish, laughter drops a 
tear." • 

Ibiq« 

The bodies of Athelstaa and Cor^ 
rina were buried n^r. the spot, a 
stake drove over thetn/ to \?hich a board 
was affixed, that announced to the pasi&og 
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traveller of the waste tbeir destiny and 

m. 

The rest were conducted to their trial, 
and the fiend Wolfred obtained the death 
he merited : he was sentenced, among^ 
others with whom he had been concem- 
ed» to suffer decapitatioii#.-and their heads 
afterwards placed, as a public spectacle, 
on some •ftheioftiesl; ImiMttgs ^-ihe 
metropcrfis. 

The robbers were likewise condenmed, 
and suffered aceordkig* to the judgment 
{HxmoiiBcedy and the domiestMs^^whorwere 
taken prisoners, liberated. 

The <Ad man fiarbold, who with his 
son Gitbe^, were also brought to trial, 
proved to be the very two employed, with 
the third, who had undertaken the death 
o£ Gnnildaj 'they escaped 4he present 
charge, bnt received -sentence for other 
^rimes*they had b^en guilty of, and pe- 
rished with 4ie rest. 



Tbe * gA^^ vrtio 'ibmwe lor Jwr safety, 
tud v^o €Bme to Ebglaild after tke 
death of the poor tishermaii, was fotOid 
to be Patehna's hyvw/^vdioratteDded on 
Ae trialj aiidto whom.' Ae^iras afterwards 

\fitbeil>aldHvv«B«eqiiitted of everything, 
his cettifdaiMs heatid, aad jsuch teirem 
-ptota^md 4BUB /he ve^pnced. The Sari t^ 
tii^d to the oftstie that dlaB bieea Wiolr^ 
#edH te^whusb j^ee Bcrtnuiid Md^Aite^ 
lina 'aeeompaiiiiftd hiaa« 

Flommmd and Addxta^ mfho lad jhn 
OMipaaied Hareld to^'dn oavr^! ^eie TBsy 
iKdle^hy all the nobflhy of iheiaiid,!atiA 
'om then^ retorh to fiidhxibearn 'udited ily 
Ae BoleDQBiixatfa)]! of tialarriagef 'iifith* a 
.promise iroBi the JBad^aB^eon as'Smen^* 
<fMld Oastle^-was tebmb, (he fwouid be- 
queath them what had been Wolfirodifi 
^pMseMions, and the'aB^pleueafisfof their 
maintenance and dignity. 
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This t]pey hoih refused, imle» the Earl 
would adniit of .the castle B^ceiving. an- 
otfier appellation ; he willingly consented^ 
and it was named Grovesland; 

. The denomination concladed ota^ arose 
out of a circumstance we trust cannot 
fietil of giving our readers. additional sa- 
tisfaction. A certain personiage of note^ 
who was on the trial and who accompa- 
nied the Earl to his residence^ . proved to 
be the ftther of our hero, (his mother wa^ 
also living to behold him,) and he it 
was suBscribed that name. This was dis- 
covered by a mark the alarni of nature 
had given him on the forehead. He was 
stolen from his parents in his infancy by 
the wandering tribe, and as soon as he 
-came of years sufficient to fly from theiB, 
had taken up . and ever since followed 
arms. . . ; 

Such a meetmg :th^ : ifeAd^r may .let- 
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ter conceive than we attempt t^ d<^- 
scribe. 

One thing* alone remains to place the 
decrees of Providence in their proper 
lig^ht i that Providence, though often slove 
in jiidg-ment is ever transcendent in 
mercy, one thing alone remains to prove 
tlie abused Earl wais brought again to 
happiness — ^the restoration of her he 
adored* What is become of the hag of 
the cave, th^ witch of the wilds, the rob- 
ber's sport, the cj'eature hidden under 
the cover of savage animals ? We 
answer, she was ike mrtuaus Qunilda ! ! 

Here let us pause, and reflect on the 
connipotence of that (^od who could 
bring about such miracles, and who 
sooner or later calls good forth out of evil, 
and rewards the helpless animal man ac- 
cording to his works. 

Harold^ the faithful Harold^ received 

VOL. II. K* 
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the thanks and* the reward of the Earl, 
and the blessings of eveiy one. The 
vassals of Ethel bald were summoned to 
Groveslandy and preparations made to 
celebrate tl^e lovers' nuptials with joy, 
and the EarFs triumph with solemnity. 

Father Ambrose officiated, and we be- 
lieve (eveiy one's adventures fairly dis- 
played, and all mysteries unravelled), he 
began more seriously to weigh the im- 
portance of his holy function, and buried 
with his earthly fears his vile hypo- 
crisy. 

*• Ha, ha, ha," mutters Gerald (who 
must ever be forcing in a word, even if it 
were edgeways), " all is right at last. 
I always told the friar there was no 
spirit in the castle worse than his 
own." 

'* Nay, fie!" remarks Earl Alfred, the 
father of Florimund, " what! abuse the 
priest on my son's wedding day ?" 
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** And are you then really the father of 
him who is so great a favourite amiftig 
us ? — I sincerely beg* you will spare me/r 
but I must speak my mind, were it in a 
church — ha, ha, ha!'* 

** Pardon him, my Lord,'* interrupts 
Ethelbald, " he is old, and grey hairs are 
honourable." 

** Fear me not," replies his Lordship. 

Barbold escaped on the advantage of 
his evidence, but shortly after met an un- 
timely end. 

Ethelbald and Gunilda (attended by 
Earl Alfred), Florimund and Adeliza, 
and a crowd of nobles and their ladies, 
now adjourned to the grand banquet- 
ting hall: the lofty trumpet sounded 
their arrival, the feast v/as properly con- 
ducted, and heaven and earth seemed io 
unite in the cheerful sounds of harmony 
displayed by the minstrels. Let it not 
wound the feelings of the very refined, if 

K 2 
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^e add Patelina and her Bertraml^ with 
tb»*.whole roiHid of domestics were all 
Jiappy in theiir sphere. 

ThiKs they were restored to tranquillifty^ 
and thus we bid them farewell. 



Let those who feel they are stroggHng- 
with the spirit of ambition^ and grasping 
with an evil hand at the wealth, the toys 
and pleasures of tins life, beware to what 
feifd steps their prond aims may conduct 
tb^ra, *y and learn from t&is, onr narrative, 
to stop short in their careier, before the 
stain of crime defafces their hoMiur, and 
blurs the digntky of their title with sliame. 

And above a^H, ye who have suffered 
persecation, knotir that the virtcious man. 
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struggling* with difficulty, and maintain- 
ing' the fortitude to sunnount it, without 
giving way to despaivj has been pro- 
nounced the delight of heaven and the 
admiration of man. Despair excites re- 
vengej that sears the seeds of yirtue, and 
often leads to our own destruction instead 
of the accomplishment of what it seeks. 

To the enlightened we need not repeat, 
our reason is afforded to correct our pas^ 
sioiis ; but there may yet be some who 
have never given these things mature con- 
sideration, to such we would apply, and 
to those who have we hope they will par- 
don it. Though they may expect nothing 
new, even in their visits to the temple of 
the Most Highy still they are again re- 
minded of what is good, and the event 
rests with themselves. 

As the convulsion of the elements pre-* 
vents dissolution, so the application of our 
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reason on ompasswns preserves tbe whole 
man^, and the more we find the heyday of 
the blood that occasions thoge pasrians 
within B8y the oi^hener should our reason^ be 
applied. The element of fire purifies the 
metallic system and allows^ the different 
qnalities to amalgamate, so patience sab- 
dues the human mind to a state of social 
intercourse with our brothers in a*eation ; 
but passion surmounting reason renders 
human nature eombustibkf and liable, as 
is gunpowder, to be exploded by the first 
opposite principle applied. 

Feixr is a weakness, and our reason is 
to aflS>rd us a resolution, not to yield to it 
beyond the dictates of propriety. Anger 
should be (Curbed, even though it may pro- 
ceed from a just cause, as it is a fever of 
the startled senses, and may lead our r&r 
sentment beyond bounds, whilst chaiity 
teacher us rather to In^ook an iasuk than 
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retarn it twofold. Despair is a dangerous 
passion 9 and should be almost as carefully 
checked as insanity. What we have to 
gnard against in Hope is, that of not be- 
ing too sanguine, for that leads on to dis- 
appointment, and from theqce to the lat- 
ter malady. Revenue is a fruitless pas- 
sion oftentimes, and by no means a prolSt- 
able, though sometimes a fatal one, and 
should be crushed in its birth. Jealousy 
should never be entertained without just 
grouudsy and even then administered ta 
by wisdom ; it is a child of hell, and its 
efforts are horrible as the regions that 
gave it birth. ' Melancholy is an imbeci- 
lity of the soul, and should be destroyed 
by industry of mind and virtuous exercise. 
Its opposite. Cheerfulness, we have little 
to complain of, provided it does not de- 
scend to prophane levity and forgetfulness 
of the celestial spring from whence it 
flows. Lastly, let our Joy be the joy of 
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reason rather than that of intoxication — 
rather the joy of angels than that describ- 
ed by our immortal ppet, of the infemals 
ivhen.(in the absence of their confounded 
leader) 

" Each hia several way 
Pursues, as inclination or sad choice 
Leads him perplexed, where he may likeliest find 
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 
The irksome hours, till his great chief return. 

Whilst some, 

— " with vast Typhaean rage more fell. 
Rend up both fbcks and hills, and ride the air 
In whirlwind ; hell scarce holds the wild uproar.*" 



As the errors of Wolfred were ground- 
ed in ambition^ so did those of Athelstan 
terminate in his pursuit of revenge ; the 
one led on to the injury of others^ the 
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other proceeded fram ii^'uries received i 
the former was cuIpaHle for encouraging 
a passion, and the latter for not checking 
it ] had they invoked reason to their aid, 
and the spirit of divine assistance, patience 
might have held them in serenity, and the 
evening of their days been peace. 

Ethelbald's too hasty suspicions were 
corrected by the events accompanying 
them, and the rest of the characters pu- 
nished and rewarded according to their 
deeds, which we find must occur of course 
in a physical sense^ as time pursues its 
operations. 

To those who do not relish the applica- 
tion of a tale, the conclusion of this vo- 
lume may be superfluous j but, be our*s 
the task to hold the index up to virtue, 
whatever event succeeds. May this be 
perused by our ofl&pring, and teach them 
to employ reason as the great ijmtidote to 
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their passions^ wheu^ese ]|pnes are laid 
in the grave j witb.aliope of the spirit's 
safe departure to that abode where all la- 
hours oease^ and the weai'y pilgrim, fa- 
tigued with his journey, sits down inpeace 
with his God. 



riNis, 
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